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  	The National Library web archive is currently down due to IT issues. This means some of our older publications and reports will be unavailable during this temporary outage.
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Environmental Impact Assessment


				  
      This process ensures that the environmental effects of development proposals are investigated, understood and taken into account before they proceed. 
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      EU Exit does not make any difference to this process.


Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) may be required for:


	proposals requiring planning permission
	proposals requiring Electricity Act consent
	motorway and trunk road proposals
	forestry and agriculture-related projects
	marine works
	oil and gas pipelines



The assessment:


	is carried out by – or on behalf of – the developer or project proposer
	covers all stages of the project – from site surveys and construction to operation, monitoring and decommissioning
	report is submitted with the consent application



NatureScot is consulted on all proposals that require EIA.


This has been brought into practice in Scotland through various statutory regulations. These govern the assessment process and specify which projects require assessment.


How we can help developers


We can provide advice and guidance on how to assess the environmental impacts of your project or development.


You may wish to begin by looking at:


	A Handbook on Environmental Impact Assessment – for best practice guidance on each development phase and each assessment stage.
	NatureScot Open Data Hub – for free access to the spatial datasets we hold on aspects of Scotland’s nature and landscapes



Contact us if we can help you with your EIA.


Other sources of guidance


Scottish Government Circular 1/2017: The Town and Country Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations 2011


Planning Advice Note 1/2013: Environmental Impact Assessment


Environmental Impact Assessment Guide


Guidelines for Ecological Impact Assessment in the UK and Ireland: Terrestrial, Freshwater and Coastal


Scottish Forestry – Environmental Impact Assessment


Guidelines on Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) for Agriculture


The Marine Works (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations 2007


Energy Consents: application procedure


Please note that for developments subject to the 2011 Regulations, the following guidance applies –


	The Town and Country Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations 2011
	Planning Advice Note 1/2013: Environmental Impact Assessment
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Planning and development advice

        

        
          
        Use our standing advice and guidance to plan and design your development to have positive outcomes for nature and people.


  

        

      

    

  


    

  
    

              
            
      

  
                



      


  
        

      
      
        
          
Guidance for planners and policy developers

        


        
          
        Strategic planners and policy developers can help habitat networks to develop efficiently by taking a holistic approach to their implementation.
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      Wildlife festival opens for registration
  


        
          
      
The Outer Hebrides Wildlife Festival is open for registration of events for its 2024 programme.
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      Saving Scotland's chough
  


        
          
      
David Parish tells us about the plight of the red-billed chough, a bird which is now facing extinction here in Scotland.

  
        


                  
             
      Blog - 20 March
  
          

              


    

  


      


  
    

              
          
      

  
                



      


  
        

      
      

        
      Clàradh dha Fèis Fiadh-bheatha nan Eilean fosgailte 
  


        
          
      
Fèis Fiadh-bheatha nan Eilean a' gabhail ri clàradh thachartasan airson prògram 2024. 
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      Flux tower installed near Dumfries
  


        
          
      
This new tower will help reveal the effectiveness of peatland restoration by measuring greenhouse gases.
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      First-ever flux tower installed
  


        
          
      
A unique project allowing greenhouse gases to be measured as the land changes from commercial forestry crops to restore peatland.
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      A quick tern-around
  


        
          
      
It's already time for the ternery fence to be put back up again at Forvie NNR.
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