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HOY AND WEST MAINLAND NATIONAL SCENIC AREA
Orkney Isles

Description from Scotland’s Scenic Heritage 1978

The great ice-rounded eminences of the hills of North Hoy dominate the Orkney scene with a
power that is scarcely in tune with their modest height (479 metres). Their bold shape, fine
grouping, soaring cliffs and headlands, including the famous stack of the Old Man of Hoy,
are almost as important to the Caithness scene as they are in that of Orkney.

North Hoy has a particularly strong visual inter-relationship with the south-west mainland of
Orkney, the pastoral character of which around the shores of the Loch of Stenness makes a
good foil for the bold hills of Hoy. The basin of this loch is enclosed by low rolling hills of lush
grassland, some arable land, scattered farm steadings and stone dykes with a noticeable
lack of trees, giving a very open landscape, the character of which is enlivened by the
abundant remains of ancient occupation.

This landscape culminates in the west in cliffed headlands like a rampart against the sea,
which breaks through at Hoy Sound in a tidal race of impressive swiftness. The stone-built
settlement of Stromness rising steeply out of its harbour further enhances the character of
the area.



