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Apply for a muirburn licence
About this form
This form is intended for offline use and may not be fully accessible.
Contact the Licensing team if you need help completing this form.
Email: licensing@nature.scot
Telephone: 01463 725364
Who should use this form
Use this form to apply for a licence for muirburn in Scotland. 
You must be the landowner or occupier.
You can apply for a licence for a period up to 5 years. The licence holder must have the legal right to muirburn for the duration of the licence. 
The proposed licence holder must complete this form. 
Before you start
You must have regard to the Muirburn Code: https://www.nature.scot/doc/guidance-muirburn-code 
Guidance: nature.scot/professional-advice/protected-areas-and-species/licensing/muirburn-licensing 
Modifications 
To modify an existing licence, contact the Licensing team and quote your licence number, details of any required updates and the reason for this change.
Returns
You will be required to submit annual returns by 31 May. You must keep details of: 
· date(s) any muirburn took place 
· names of any persons involved in the making of muirburn and confirmation that they have completed the approved training course 
· how you had regard to the Muirburn Code 
· size of area burnt, number of trainees and training provider for each training event (training licences only)

If you fail to complete a return, we may suspend or revoke your licence.

Section A: Application contacts
Licence holder
Enter your details below (as the licence holder). The licence holder will be legally responsible for ensuring that all licence conditions are met and for submitting an annual return to NatureScot. 
Table 1: Your details
	Is the licence holder an individual or oganisation? (An individual is a person.
An organisation can be a business, trust or partnership.)
	|_| Individual
|_| Organisation

	Full name (as it appears on official documents) 
	     

	Organisation name (optional)
	     

	Address line 1
	     

	Address line 2 (optional)
	     

	Town or city
	     

	County (optional)
	     

	Postcode
	     

	Email address
	     

	Telephone number
	     

	Are you the owner or occupier?
	     



Key contact details (optional) 
You can nominate someone to receive notifications about this licence on your behalf. This person will be the key contact. They will be able to access your licence details and submit returns. They will not be named on the licence. You must have their permission. 
Table 2: Key contact details
	Full name (as it appears on official documents) 
	     

	Organisation name (optional)
	     

	Email address
	     

	Telephone number
	     


Section B: Licence purpose
Muirburn can only be licensed for specific reasons. Consider why you need to muirburn on your land before continuing with this application.
Non-peatland
Table 2: Non-peatland licence purpose(s) 
	Managing the habitats of moorland game or wildlife
	|_|

	Improving the grazing potential of moorland for livestock
	|_|

	Conserving, restoring, enhancing or managing the natural environment
	|_|

	Preventing, or reducing the risk of, wildfires causing damage to habitats
	|_|

	Preventing, or reducing the risk of, wildfires causing harm to people or damage to property
	|_|

	Research
	|_|

	Training
	|_|


Peatland
Table 3: Peatland licence purpose(s) 
	Restoring the natural environment
	|_|

	Preventing, or reducing the risk of, wildfires causing damage to habitats
	|_|

	Preventing, or reducing the risk of, wildfires causing harm to people or damage to property
	|_|

	Preventing, or reducing the risk of, wildfires causing damage to habitats
	|_|

	Research
	|_|

	Training
	|_|


How long do you need a licence for?
You can apply for up to 5 muirburn seasons. The licence holder must have the legal right to muirburn for the duration of the licence. 
Table 4: Licence length 
	1 season
	|_|

	2 seasons
	|_|

	3 seasons
	|_|

	4 seasons
	|_|

	5 seasons
	|_|


Section C: Training
All those who intend to make muirburn must complete a training course.
You must provide training evidence for 1 person.
The licence holder must confirm all practitioners have been trained before muirburn takes place.
Table 5: Training details  
	Full name (as it appears on official documents)
	     

	Training provider (for example, Lantra)
	     

	Certificate number (optional)
	     

	Completion date
	     

	Module(s) completed (online or online and practical)
	     


Section D: Location of land
Table 6: Landholding details
	Name of landholding 
	     

	National grid reference within the landholding. It can be between 6 and 12 digits. For example: SJ8632197947. 
	     


Section E: Peat depth survey
You may need to carry out a peat depth survey to support your application. 
NatureScot has published an interactive map, which you can use to check your land: https://ogc.nature.scot/geoserver/www/maps/muirburn-survey-map.html
The map has been designed to identify land categories for muirburn licensing. You can use this map to identify whether an area is likely to be peatland or not, and if you need to carry out a survey. 
Survey requirements: 
· Peatland areas: No survey required - for any purpose - unless you wish to check if the classification is correct.
· Non-peatland areas: A walkover survey is required if you are applying for a non-peatland purpose.
· Uncertain areas: 	A 100m grid survey is required to licence uncertain areas for a non-peatland purpose.

Find out more in our survey guidance: nature.scot/doc/guidance-peat-depth-survey-muirburn-licensing 

Remember to include any survey results with this application. You must use the NatureScot survey template, which can be downloaded from our survey guidance page. 
Any data you provide will be used to determine the result of your muirburn application. 
Contact our Licensing team if you need help with this. You can find contact details at the top of this form. 
Section F: Proposed burn area(s)
You must provide the area(s) you wish to muirburn over the course of this licence. 
We will automatically cut out peatland for non-peatland applications during the licence assessment. 
You can submit either:
· map with the burn area(s) and a central grid reference clearly marked
· shapefile(s)
· location code or field ID (LPID) 
· for example: NM/40269/99842, 79/456/0037 or 439/0045
If you are applying using a map or shapefile, remember to include these with your email or letter when you submit this form. Otherwise, provide your location code or field ID below.  
Location code or field ID (LPID)
Skip this if you are applying with a map/shapefile. You can add more than 1 code. 
Table 7: Muirburn area(s) 
	Location code or field ID (LPID)
	     


Section G: Reason(s) for muirburn
You only need to provide answers that are relevant to the purpose(s) you have selected in Section B. 
Non-peatland
Table 8: Muirburn reasons for non-peatland purposes
	How will you use muirburn to manage the habitats of moorland game or wildlife?
	     

	How will you use muirburn to improve the grazing potential of moorland for livestock?
	     


Research
To apply for this purpose, you must include a research proposal with your application. 
Table 9: Research
	What is the aim of your research? (What evidence gap it will help to answer)
	     

	How will the research be carried out? (Scientific method)
	     


Natural environment 
You can submit files to support your application. Examples include a restoration plan, map and photographs that show the environment and its condition.
Table 10: Natural environment
	What natural environment do you want to conserve, restore, enhance or manage?
	     

	Why does it need to be conserved, restored, enhanced or managed?
	     

	What are your aims for the natural environment?
	     

	How will muirburn help meet your aims?
	     


Wildfire
To apply for this purpose, you must include 2 supporting documents with your application:
· wildfire risk assessment and mitigation plan
· wildfire map

A template is available at: https://www.nature.scot/doc/wildfire-risk-and-mitigation-plan-muirburn 

Table 11: Wildfire 
	How will you use muirburn to reduce the risk of wildfires causing damage to habitats?
	     

	How will you use muirburn to reduce the risk of wildfires causing harm to people or damage to property?
	     


Training
Any training must be completed under a course approved by NatureScot.

Currently, this is the Muirburn Practitioner Foundation Course accredited by LANTRA and delivered by Bright Spark (a LANTRA-approved training provider).Top of Form

Licensing requirements:
· Any training must be carried out by an approved provider
· You must report on the date(s), size of area burnt, number of trainees and training provider
Bottom of Form

Table 12: Training
	Do you understand the licensing requirements? (Yes/No)
	     


Section I: Declaration
I confirm that:
· I am the owner/occupier of the land
· I have the right to muirburn on the land
· I will have regard to the Muirburn Code
· I understand it is an offence to provide false information
· the information provided is correct and up to date
· NatureScot can contact me in relation to this application
· others listed in this application gave consent to be included
· I agree with the privacy policy: licensing.nature.scot/cross-service-pages/privacy-policy 

	Date: Click here to enter a date.
	Print name:      
Signature: 


Submitting your form
You can send this form and supporting documents by email or post.
Send by email
Send the completed form and any supporting documents to licensing@nature.scot 
Do not send zip files as these may be blocked by our security system.
A signature is not required if you are the licence holder sending this form by email. 
Send by post
If you do not have access to email, you can print out and send your signed form and any supporting documents to the address below.  
Licensing Department
NatureScot
Great Glen House
Leachkin Road
Inverness IV3 8NW
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