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Application form – Badger and Agriculture Operations Licence 

The Protection of Badgers Act 1992

If you need assistance filling in this form or have queries regarding the process, please contact the NatureScot Licensing Team:

Email: licensing@nature.scot				Telephone: 01463 725364

Who should use this form
Persons planning agricultural operations within 20m of a sett entrance in the non-breeding or 30m of a sett entrance in the breeding season and the work would otherwise constitute an offence in relation to badgers.

Timings
Please note badgers are most sensitive to disturbance during the breeding season. Licences are not usually granted for works within 30m of badger sett entrances from the 1st of December to the 30th of June inclusive. 
Applications for agricultural operations to be carried out within the badger breeding season should only be made in exceptional circumstances (i.e. for preventing serious damage) or if licensed work outside the breeding season is suitably advanced and there is a robust argument for an extension into the early breeding season.

How to avoid application delays
Badger licence applications are most often delayed due to insufficient supporting information. It’s vital to fully explain the works to be carried out and how they will affect badger setts. Providing clear maps and photographs can usually prevent this issue. 
Read the Guidance notes for providing supporting information for badger licence applications. 

Amendments 
If you wish to amend a current licence, please email the NatureScot Licensing team at licensing@nature.scot with your licence number, the details you wish to change and the reasons for this change.

Wildlife crime convictions
If you need to obtain a licence and have unspent convictions, please contact us to discuss your requirements.

Returns
Licence holders must submit a return using our licence return form. Before and after works photographs of the sett and any sett entrances must be attached to the return form. If you fail to complete a return you may no longer be eligible to use this service.

	First name 
	     

	Surname
	     

	Email address
	     

	Contact telephone number(s)
	     

	Agricultural Holding Name
(this is how your application will be referred to in all future correspondence)
	     

	CPH number
	     

	Building and / or street
	     

	Town or city
	     

	Local Authority 
	     

	Postcode
	     

	Previous Licence number if applicable
	

	Is the area covered by a nature conservation designation? (e.g. Site of Special Scientific Interest, Special Protection Area, Special Area of Conservation etc.) – see our website for site locations and information
	     


Section A: Your details







Section B: Details of Agricultural Operations
	How will agricultural operations affect badgers and their setts. What agricultural operation(s) are required? 
(e.g. non-machinery works within 5m of a badger sett entrance are likely to disturb badgers and works over or in the vicinity 20-30m of sett entrances may also cause disturbance, obstruct, damage, or destroy sett entrances and underground tunnels.)

	     



Section C: Badger Sett Details
	Sett Identifier(s) 
(e.g. Sett A, Sett 1, Sett North)
	Grid reference(s) (2 characters and 8 digits)
(Example NH12345678)
	Number of Entrances
(How many entrances the sett has.)
	Action(s) (e.g. disturb badger within a sett, obstruct, damage or destroy a badger sett or individual sett entrance(s))

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     













Section D: Required only if you are applying in the Breeding Season (1st of December to 30th of June)
	Please describe why agricultural operations cannot be delayed until after the badger breeding season. 

	     



	Please describe all monitoring techniques you have used, the dates they were employed, and the results of your sett monitoring
Monitoring techniques must be used for a minimum of two weeks to confirm sett status (active or inactive) and it is useful to know whether sett(s) are being used by badgers for breeding or non-breeding. Monitoring includes using sand pads in front of sett entrances, sticking sett entrances, and/or camera trapping (preferred method) sett entrances. Guidance for sett monitoring techniques HERE.

	












Section E: Required Supporting Documents
Confirm by ticking the box below that all the information we require to assess your licence has been submitted with your application.
	|_| A location map of the holding indicating where agricultural operations are required and where badger setts are located.

|_| Photographs of sett(s), individual sett entrances, and any evidence of badger presence (e.g. badger runs from sett entrances, latrines, or other field signs)



Section E: Declaration
· I declare that the particulars given in this application are true and accurate to the best of my knowledge and belief, and I apply for an application in accordance with these particulars.
· I understand that failure to comply with any conditions included on the licence may constitute an offence.
	Date: Click here to enter a date.
	Print name:      
Signature of licence holder (required if licence holder did not complete the form): 



Submitting your form

This application must be submitted by email by the licence holder as named on this form (in which case please print name above and a signature is not required).  If this is not submitted by the licence holder, the electronic signature of the licence holder must be inserted above, and they must be copied into the submission email.  Please email the completed application form, together with all supporting information, to: licensing@nature.scot 

Please do not send zip files as these may be blocked by our security system and not received.

If you do not have access to email, you can print out and send your signed registration to the address below.  

Licensing Section
NatureScot
Great Glen House
Leachkin Road
Inverness
IV3 8NW

Your details will be held by NatureScot for the purposes of licensing agriculture operations under Section 10(i) of The Protection of Badgers Act 1992. We will share this information with Police Scotland for the purposes of crime prevention and detection. Please see our privacy notice for further information.
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