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Title:	Protected Areas Committee (PAC) Annual Report 2025-26
Date:	02 July 2026

	Purpose:
	For decision

	Which of the current Business or Corporate Plan priorities does this topic drive forward and in what way?:
	The work of the Protected Areas Committee (PAC) contributes to a variety of our business and corporate plan priorities, with closest links to the commitment to delivering 30x30.

	Summary:
	This paper presents a summary of the activities of the Protected Areas Committee (PAC) between April 2025 and March 2026.

The PAC met three times during this period, on 30 September and 11 December 2025, and 30 January 2026.

All of these meetings were in closed session to allow the Committee to discuss matters in confidence.

	Recommendations: 
	The Board is asked to endorse the contents of the paper and the ongoing activities of the PAC.

	Report Author(s):
	Erin Garner

	Sponsor:	
	David Johnstone





Purpose
1. This paper summarises the activities of the Protected Areas Committee in 2025-26.
Changes to the Committee
2. There were no changes to the PAC during 2025-26. David Johnstone continued as Chair with Professor Jaboury Ghazoul, James Harrison, Dr Jill Robbie and Nikki Yoxall continuing as PAC members.
Meetings
3. The PAC met on 30 September and 11 December 2025, and 30 January 2026. All of these meetings were in closed session to allow the PAC to discuss matters in confidence.
4. At the 30 September meeting, the PAC discussed roles and responsibilities relating to recognising Nature30 sites and delivering 30x30, an update on the investigation by Environmental Standards Scotland into Special Protection Area (SPA) classification in Scotland, an update on the Scottish Government’s Ramsar policy, and designation proposals for a new National Nature Reserve at Torridon and a merged and extended SSSI in East Ayrshire.
5. At the 11 December meeting, the PAC focused on 30x30 governance and implementation, including considering the process by which Nature30 sites are nominated, assessed, awarded and rescinded. The PAC also considered the management of new and existing sites, including how to ensure effective management is in place.
6. At the 30 January meeting, the PAC discussed detailed arrangements for Nature30 sites, including recognition and reporting processes, assessment criteria and guidance, and the suitability of different approaches to demonstrating long-term commitment of sites to deliver for nature and biodiversity. The PAC also considered proposals for the Nature30 Panel and the appeals process, and incentives and disincentives for landowners and managers to pursue recognition.
[bookmark: _Hlk161842060]Terms of Reference
7. [bookmark: _Hlk161842368]The Terms of Reference for the PAC were not reviewed in 2025-26, having been last reviewed in 2023-24 and approved by the Board in March 2024. They will next be reviewed in summer 2026.
Recommendation
8. The Board is asked to endorse the contents of the paper and the ongoing activities of the PAC.
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