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The Future Routes for Nature Fund 2026
NatureScot is excited to announce the launch of another round of 
the Future Routes for Nature Fund! The fund is open to groups and 
individuals aged 11 – 26 from across Scotland who have an idea 
which would help young people connect with nature and have a 
positive impact on Scotland’s environment and the climate. 

These guidance notes will give you information about the Future 
Routes for Nature Fund. Please read this whole document before 
you fill out the form because it may answer your questions and 
will help you develop your idea!

If you need more information or if you need copies of this guide 
in a different format, then please contact us using the details at 
the bottom of this page.

I’m interested – how do I get started? 
Excellent, you are in the right place! The first step is to read these guidance notes before completing 
your Idea Submission. The Idea Submission form can be found online at www.nature.scot/funding-
and-projects/future-routes-fund.

If you need support or have any questions, you can contact us using the contact details at the 
bottom of this page. You can also request these documents as paper copies or in a different format, 
such as in another language.
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Part one: about the future routes for nature fund
What is the purpose of the fund?
The purpose of the fund is to help young people to connect with nature and make a positive impact 
on Scotland’s environment and biodiversity. We hope to turn the ambitious, inspiring, and exciting 
ideas of young people across Scotland into a reality. Through funding these projects, hopefully even 
more young people can engage with Scotland’s nature and will be inspired to enjoy and protect it!

Who can apply?
Any individuals or teams (2+) of young people living anywhere in Scotland who are aged between 11-
26 can apply.

How much money can you apply for?
•	 An individual can apply for £500 to £2000.
•	 A team (2+) can apply for £1000 to £5000. 

What information do you need to provide?
The Idea Submission Form asks for details about the individual or team members who are 
submitting their idea, a summary of the idea, how it meets the fund’s criteria and an outline of the 
budget to explain how the funding would be spent. 

What if you have an idea but you’re not sure about it?
We want to support all young people who are interested in submitting an idea to the Future Routes 
Fund. If you have an exciting idea but you aren’t sure how it would work or what it would involve, 
you should still submit your idea with as much information as possible. Share your thoughts, 
questions, ideas, and vision and we will be happy to support you to develop this if your idea is 
successful. If you have any questions at any point, then just contact us. 
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Part two: criteria
This page is really important! – it tells you what the aims, outcomes, and criteria of the fund are. The 
judging panel will use the information on this page to judge submissions and choose the strongest 
ideas to award funding to! 

The aim (what we want the Future Routes for Nature Fund to achieve overall) of the fund is:

•	 To support young people to connect with nature and make a positive impact on Scotland’s 
environment and biodiversity and help local Nature recover.

The outcomes (what we want the funded ideas to achieve) are that young people: 

•	 Are more connected to Scotland’s nature.
•	 Are more knowledgeable about Scotland’s nature and the need for nature recovery 
•	 Are encouraged to be more engaged in their community through nature.
•	 Are empowered to help their communities respond to the challenges of nature loss and climate change.

The criteria for the fund are:

•	 Ideas must meet the aim of the fund.
•	 Ideas must meet at least two of the outcomes of the fund.
•	 Ideas must take place in Scotland before the end of November 2026
•	 Ideas must be designed, planned, and delivered by young people.

Your ideas could be anything that connects young people to Scotland’s nature or provides opportunities 
for young people to take action for the environment. From short films to art exhibitions, conservation 
projects, community gardens, or nature trails - it really is up to you!

We welcome ideas which would: 

•	 Provide a platform for young people’s opinions about the environment to be heard. 
•	 Encourage young people who have little experience or interest in nature to get involved.
•	 Show how nature can help tackle climate change and promote a healthy lifestyle.
•	 Highlight equality issues and celebrate diversity.
•	 Showcase the skills of young people.
•	 Reflect the links between Gaelic and Scotland’s nature, and provide an opportunity to use the language.
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Part three: what will future routes for nature not fund?
Ideas will not be considered if:

•	 Submitted ideas are closed/ private events and are therefore not open to other people in your 
community to attend.

•	 The funding would be used to buy equipment that would be for your own personal use or gain, or 
to buy products or services for projects which are not related to your idea. (Applications to fund 
equipment as part of a broader project may be considered in some circumstances)

•	 Applications are looking for replacement funding or to use this fund to fill budget gaps created by 
the withdrawal of another funder.

•	 Ideas align with any partners or sponsors which would be viewed as inappropriate for the age-
range of the people who may benefit from your idea.

•	 Ideas which demonstrate any form of political bias.
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Part four: the team leader & the project support
The Team Leader
If a team (two or more young people) is submitting an idea, they must nominate one member of the 
team to be Team Leader. This person needs to provide their contact details in the Idea Submission 
Form and will be the main point of contact for the team. If the team leader is over the age of 18, they 
will also receive the funding into their bank account. If an individual is submitting an idea, they must 
provide these details for themselves as the Team Leader.

The Project Support
Each individual or team must appoint a Project Support, a trusted adult aged 21 or over who 
regularly works with young people and agrees to support the individual or team throughout the 
process. The Project Support is not a member of the team but is someone who can offer support 
and guidance if needed.

The Project Support must:

•	 Hold a PVG (Protecting Vulnerable Groups - see details here) certificate if anyone in the team is 
under the age of 18 (Please get in contact if you are struggling to find a Project Support with a PVG)

•	 Agree to support the group throughout the process, from idea submission and delivery to final 
evaluation and reporting.

•	 Provide financial accountability for the grant if all members of the group are under 18 (this means 
they would receive the money into their account and be responsible for it)

•	 Ensure all necessary insurances are in place for running your idea.
•	 Ensure all necessary child protection and safeguarding policies (where relevant) and procedures 

are followed, including ensuring all consents are obtained.

If the members of the group are all over 18 and are no longer in education or members of a youth 
group, then the Project Support could be an employer (for example your Line Manager) or an adult in 
a position of responsibility within the community who is aged 21 or over. 
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Part five: funding agreement & reporting
We want to make sure that the successful ideas which receive funding are delivered, recorded, shared, 
and celebrated with others. 

If your idea is successful, the Team Leader and the Project Support will be required to sign a Future 
Routes Fund Agreement form before you receive your funding. This will outline the roles and 
responsibilities of you and your team, the Project Support and us.

Part of this agreement will ask you to agree to keep in touch with us regularly and to keep a record 
of what you get up to (this could be through photos, videos, blogs etc.) You will be asked to provide 
information about your idea in an end of project report. You will also be asked to submit a full budget 
of how the funding was spent and to participate in feedback and follow up conversations with us once 
your idea has been delivered.

If your idea is successful, then more information about this will be provided.
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Part six: key dates
Here are the important dates you need to know if you are interested in submitting an idea.

Idea Submission Deadline – 19 June 2026
•	 If you would like to submit an idea for Future Routes funding, you will need to complete an Idea 

Submission form by 19 June 2026.
 
Decisions – 5 July 2026
•	 Your submission will be assessed by a decision-making panel made up of young people and 

NatureScot. They will decide which ideas receive funding and you will hear back from them 
before 10 July 2026.

 
Make your Idea a Reality! - by end of November 2026
•	 Successful projects will need to be delivered by 30 November 2026.
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Part seven: next steps
Bubbling with ideas? Ready to get started? Great! Here are the next steps you should follow if you 
would like to submit an idea to the fund.

1.	 Read through the Idea Submission Form so you know what information you need to prepare.
2.	 If you are applying as part of a team, discuss your idea and nominate a Team Leader whose contact 

details will go on the form. 
3.	 Approach someone to be your Project Support
4.	 Complete an Idea Submission in the best way that suits you. Choose one from the list below:

•	 Fill in the Idea Submission Form word document and email to futureroutesfund@nature.scot
•	 Submit your idea as a video or voice recording. In your video or recording make sure you 

answer the same questions that are in the form. Email a link or a copy of the video to 
futureroutesfund@nature.scot.

5.	 Check that everyone in your team is happy with it.
6.	 Submit your ideas and keep your fingers crossed!
 
Remember, you can contact us at any point if you have a question!

Email: futureroutesfund@nature.scot 

Who is NatureScot?
NatureScot is the government funded body that looks after all of Scotland’s nature. For more 
information visit www.nature.scot
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