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Strategic Wildlife and Land Management Forum 

The creation of the forum arose from discussions between Land Management Organisations recognising that while there is general support for a focus on biodiversity and climate change, the practical actions arising, pose some significant challenges for land managers.

The Forum is exploring the key concerns around the general move to a more regulated approach to species and land management, coupled with uncertainty over future public support for species management, particularly affecting agricultural interests. The Forum is chaired by either The Minister for Agriculture and Connectivity of Scotland or The Minister for Climate Action and Energy. 

The objectives of the Forum are:

· To facilitate and enable land management interests to engage with and ‘be heard’ by Ministers, and senior officials on key areas of wildlife, species, and associated land management policy.
· To enable Ministers and officials to explore concerns and opportunities for more holistic joined up policy approaches, which support a just transition.
· To enable discussions on relative priorities within a limited / fixed public funding resources for species management.

There have been two forum meetings (11 December, 2024 and 3rd April, 2025). The aim to meet every 3 months, was disrupted by a cabinet reshuffle in the late spring and the subsequent summer recess of parliament.  The agendas and minutes of these can be found online: 
https://www.nature.scot/professional-advice/land-and-sea-management/managing-wildlife/shared-approach-wildlife-management/ministers-strategic-wildlife-and-land-management

At the first meeting the group were asked to identify ‘opportunities’ and ‘challenges’.  These were grouped and discussed, and a series of themes for future meetings identified.

a. Ensuring evidence and knowledge bases facilitate adaptive management actions.
b. Communicating across different interests, the relevance of wildlife management. 
c. Supporting the correct balance between public and private finance in wildlife management.
d. Applying the Shared Approach to predation.
A sub-group of the forum has been convened to advance discussions relating to ‘interventions’ in wildlife management.  This dialogue will be continued in parallel to the main Forum.
The next Forum meeting considers ‘knowledge and evidence’ and a paper has been prepared for discussion.





