

SWLMF 250925 Paper 2 Note of Forum sub group meetings

Report from (Initial) interventions sub-group of Minister’s Forum

1. Purpose of this note
To update on the discussion about interventions in wildlife management, conducted through a sub-group made up of four forum representatives.

2. Actions
Consider the outcomes of the sub-group meeting and identify any next steps

3. Background
Meetings held in two separate session due to diary conflicts on 9th and 11th June (9th June :  Duncan Orr Ewing and Sarah Robinson, 11th June:  Nic Macleod and Nick Hesford)

4. The following topics were discussed and agreed:
a. General understanding of the challenges ahead which include
i. finding mutual ground
ii. building trust and
iii. securing and accepting scientific evidence to inform intervention
b. Generally it is accepted that ‘scientific’ evidence is required to initiate or prevent interventions
c. The challenges to the source of the data, (of ownership) and trust in that source, are at the heart of the issue.  While the ‘facts’ or data may be undisputed, sometimes the analysis and interpretation can be weighted
d. Identifying a trusted arbiter beyond peer review is necessary
e. The extent of flexibility in approach and any consequential watering down of standards to determine latitude in interpretation of data
f. Possible lessons to be learned in the  SEPA pollution control process which has a risk-based target approach
g. It was felt that case studies are the most readable means of transferring experience and knowledge

5. We touched on adaptive management as a bridge between the need for intervention, and a lack of evidence to support intervention.  It was agreed that the challenge is to identify a satisfactory level of risk, which takes account all the other requirements (welfare etc).

6. The NatureScot wildlife management principles that we have already, were generally accepted and the reons for intervention acknowledged.  And the reasons for intervention acknowledged
a. Safeguarding Welfare
b. Preventing damage
c. Preventing economic loss
d. Conservation of species

7. Agreed that communication of key messages across the shared approach stakeholders remains a means to present a consolidated message.


8. Next steps 
The group to reconvene to review and test the continuing relevance of the wildlife management principles, using specific scenarios identify the toolkit required to implement the principles in practice.

Bring the results of this for discussion to the full forum (possibly January ‘26)




