

SWLMF 250925 DRAFT note of meeting


Strategic Wildlife and Land Managers Forum.  25th September, 2025 
Scottish Parliament.  Room TG:20  15:15 – 16:45

1. Welcome and apologies.  
a. In attendance:  Alastair MacGugan, Jeff Waddell, Samuel Turner, Ross MacLeod (for Nick Hesford), Peter Clark, Ed Jaundrell & Ronnie Kippen (for Alex Hogg), Jake Swindells, Bruce Wilson (for Sarah Robinson), Penny Middleton, Duncan Orr-Ewing – RSPB, Stephen Young (for Sarah-Jane Laing), Pete Moore.
b. Apologies: Donald Fraser, Nick Hesford, Alex Hogg, Sarah-Jane Laing, Sarah Robinson

2. SWLMF 250925 Paper 1 Forum summary.  The summary paper outlining the current achievements of the forum, was taken as read.

3. SWLMF 250925 Paper 2 Note of Forum sub-group meetings.  There was uncertainty about the selection of attendees at the sub-groups which considered how to effectively articulate and decide how to make interventions in wildlife management. It was agreed to recirculate the paper and the discussion round whole group once again. The discussion considered some specific case studies particularly relating to the licensing of management of predators.  Lines between this paper and the next one on knowledge and evidence, were frequently blurred.
It was agreed that the subgroup should meet again to form conclusions and report them to the next meeting of the full group.  

4. SWLMF 250925 Paper 3 Knowledge & Evidence
PM gave a brief synopsis of the contents of the paper which explored the principles behind the previous Understanding Predation initiative and the potential for a follow on Understanding Predation 2.  and this was then explored in some depth.  There was discussion around the language and terms that are used and the different loading/meaning that can be given to some terms. As an example, the use of the term scientific ‘fact’ as being definitive, was misleading and conclusions relating to ‘the strength of scientific evidence alongside a range of other factors’ might be more accurate.

The role of lived experience and translating this to accepted knowledge was discussed. It was highlighted that the collation and presentation of the information was where the weaknesses often lay, leaving it open to challenge. Ultimately, it was agreed that evidenced knowledge was ‘sufficient’ to meet licensing tests and was required when thinking about predator control which required licencing.

The precise detail of what Understanding Predation 2 would contain was not available and therefore some felt unable to commit, though there was an agreement in principle, that this would be a satisfactory way forward. It was agreed that a further scope should be provided to the Forum.

5. Date of next meeting.  The Minister asked that NatureScot liaise with SG colleagues to get a suitable date in the diary.




