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This licence is granted subject to compliance with the terms and conditions specified.

Authorised on behalf of NatureScot by:  on 21 Mar 2024

Conditions - continued

1 above, and any subsequent correspondence agreed in writing with the NatureScot 
Licensing Team, but subject to any modifications or amendments imposed by this 
licence.

2 The licence holder must follow the guidance given in the documents entitled: 
"Guidance: accompanying notes for survey and monitoring licences"

3
Visits to a feature suspected to be used by wildcat, to set up and to check or 
retrieve camera traps, must be kept to an absolute minimum and will be done as 
quickly as possible - never taking more than 15 minutes.

4
Camera traps at breeding sites must be deployed and retrieved between the hours 
of 1000 and 1600 and at times least likely to cause disturbance i.e., when the 
resting place is least likely to be occupied.

5 Preparatory work (e.g. setting the timer on the camera) should be done prior to 
arrival at a breeding site or resting place.

6
Cameras must not be deployed within 3m of a breeding site or resting place; unless 
in exceptional circumstances where the terrain requires cameras to be placed 
within 3m.

7

Visits to a feature suspected to be used by wildcat in order to deploy and manage 
cameras must be kept to an absolute minimum. Not more than twice per working 
week, with a four-day gap between visits. For example, cameras may be deployed 
on a Monday and visited again on a Friday.

8 The licence holder may appoint agents and assistants to operate under the terms of 
this licence.

9 No work authorised by this licence may be undertaken on a National Nature Reserve 
without the prior permission of the NatureScot NNR Manager.

10
The licence holder, agents and assistants must exercise the utmost care to avoid 
undue disturbance to wild cat and any action which might endanger breeding 
success.

11
While engaged in work authorised by this licence, the licence holder and agents 
must each be able to produce a copy of this licence to any Police Officer, 
authorised person, or official of NatureScot on demand.

12

No later than one month after the date on which this licence expires or otherwise 
comes to an end, the licence holder must provide NatureScot Licensing Team with 
a licence return. The return must summarise all survey works carried out under the 
terms of this licence and include the location, number and status (breeding or non-
breeding) of any wildcat surveyed. Please send this information by email (including 
your licence number in the subject line of the email) to: licensing@nature.scot
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This licence is granted subject to compliance with the terms and conditions specified.

Authorised on behalf of NatureScot by:  on 21 Mar 2024

Notes

Licence holders or any other persons covered by this licence should note the following;

1

This licence is granted subject to compliance with the conditions as specified. 
Anything done otherwise than in accordance with the terms of the licence may 
constitute an offence. It is the responsibility of the licence holder, agents and 
assistants working under this licence to report to NatureScot any breaches of the 
licence conditions that they become aware of as soon as is reasonably possible.

2
Agents may work independently of the licence holder. It is the responsibility of the 
licence holder to ensure that agents have the appropriate training and experience 
and that they understand the terms and conditions of this licence.

3
Assistants must work under the personal supervision of the licence holder or 
named agents. The number of assistants that can be appropriately supervised is at 
the discretion of the licence holder or agent.

4 Nothing in this licence shall confer any right of entry on to land or property.

5 This licence may be modified or revoked at any time by NatureScot, with or without 
cause, at NatureScot's sole discretion.

6

This licence only permits actions specified in the Project Details of this licence. 
Licensed actions are listed in Annex I Permitted Activities of this licence. This 
licence does not permit any other actions not listed in Annex I that would otherwise 
be illegal.

7
It is the responsibility of the licence holder to ensure that all contact details are up 
to date. Not advising NatureScot of changes to licence holder contact details could 
result in the licence being revoked.
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This licence is granted subject to compliance with the terms and conditions specified.

Authorised on behalf of NatureScot by:  on 21 Mar 2024

Annex 1: Permitted activites

Action Purpose Species Location Grid 
Reference

Method

Disturb Science, Research and 
Education

Wild 
Cat

All 
Scotland

All Scotland N/A
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This licence is granted subject to compliance with the terms and conditions specified.

Authorised on behalf of NatureScot by:  on 17 Dec 2024

Project Details

Activities, species and locations covered by this licence are listed in Annex 1

Conditions

1

All working methods must be carried out in accordance with those set out in the 
licence application and supporting document(s) as listed in the project details 
above, and any subsequent correspondence agreed in writing with the NatureScot 
Licensing Team, but subject to any modifications or amendments imposed by this 
licence.

2 The licence holder must follow the guidance given in the documents entitled: 
"Guidance: accompanying notes for survey and monitoring licences".

3
Visits to a feature suspected to be used by wildcat, to set up and to check or 
retrieve camera traps, must be kept to an absolute minimum and will be done as 
quickly as possible - never taking more than 15 minutes.

4
Camera traps must be deployed and retrieved between the hours of 1000 and 1600 
and at times least likely to cause disturbance i.e., when the resting place is least 
likely to be occupied.

5 Preparatory work (e.g. setting the timer on the camera) should be done prior to 
arrival at a breeding site or resting place.

6
Cameras must not be deployed within 3m of a breeding site or resting place; unless 
in exceptional circumstances where the terrain requires cameras to be placed 
within 3m.

7

Visits to a feature suspected to be used by wildcat in order to deploy and manage 
cameras must be kept to an absolute minimum. Not more than twice per working 
week, with a four-day gap between visits. For example, cameras may be deployed 
on a Monday and visited again on a Friday.

8 The licence holder may appoint agents and assistants to operate under the terms of 
this licence.

9
The licence holder, agents and assistants must exercise the utmost care to avoid 
undue disturbance to wild cat and any action which might endanger breeding 
success.

10 No work authorised by this licence may be undertaken on a National Nature Reserve 
without the prior permission of the NatureScot NNR Manager.

11
While engaged in work authorised by this licence, the licence holder and agents 
must each be able to produce a copy of this licence to any Police Officer, 
authorised person, or official of NatureScot on demand.

No later than one month after the date on which this licence expires or otherwise 
comes to an end, the licence holder must provide NatureScot Licensing Team with 
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This licence is granted subject to compliance with the terms and conditions specified.

Authorised on behalf of NatureScot by:  on 17 Dec 2024

Annex 1: Permitted activites

Action Purpose Species Location Grid Reference Method

Disturb
Science, 
Research and 
Education

Wild 
Cat

 
 N/A
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This licence is granted subject to compliance with the terms and conditions specified.

Authorised on behalf of NatureScot by:  on 06 Feb 2025

Project Details

"Licence for the In-Situ Conservation Activities of the Saving Wildcats project 2020-2026" and 
associated documents that formed the licence application as well as any subsequent 
correspondence agreed in writing with the NatureScot Licensing Team, but subject to 
modifications or amendments imposed by the conditions of this licence.

Activities, species and locations covered by this licence are listed in Annex 1

Conditions

1

All working methods must be carried out in accordance with those set out in the 
licence application and supporting document(s) as listed in the project details 
above, and any subsequent correspondence agreed in writing with the NatureScot 
Licensing Team, but subject to any modifications or amendments imposed by this 
licence.

2 The licence holder must follow the guidance given in the documents entitled: 
"Guidance: accompanying notes for survey and monitoring licences".

3 Any wildcats taken under this licence must be liberated at the site of capture 
immediately after activities specified in the project details have been carried out.

4
Only neutered and otherwise healthy feral cats may be released. Any trapping and 
release of feral cats should be done in accordance with the 'Feral Cat Trapping 
Protocol for Scotland'.

5 Hybrid wildcats can also be released under this licence unneutered.

6 The licence holder may appoint agents and assistants to operate under the terms of 
this licence.

7 No work authorised by this licence may be undertaken on a National Nature Reserve 
without the prior permission of the NatureScot NNR Manager.

8
While engaged in work authorised by this licence, the licence holder and agents 
must each be able to produce a copy of this licence to any Police Officer, 
authorised person, or official of NatureScot on demand.

9

The licence holder must provide NatureScot Licensing Team with an annual licence 
return no later than one month after 31st March in each year. The return must 
summarise all works carried out under the terms of this licence and include the 
location, number and status (breeding or non-breeding) of any wildcat disturbed, 
temporarily taken and released; the methods by which wildcat were taken; the 
numbers of feral cats and hybrids released; details of any non-target protected 
species captured. Please send this information by email (including your licence 
number in the subject line of the email) to: licensing@nature.scot.
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This licence is granted subject to compliance with the terms and conditions specified.

Authorised on behalf of NatureScot by:  on 06 Feb 2025

Notes

Licence holders or any other persons covered by this licence should note the following;

1

This licence is granted subject to compliance with the conditions as specified. 
Anything done otherwise than in accordance with the terms of the licence may 
constitute an offence. It is the responsibility of the licence holder, agents and 
assistants working under this licence to report to NatureScot any breaches of the 
licence conditions that they become aware of as soon as is reasonably possible.

2
Agents may work independently of the licence holder. It is the responsibility of the 
licence holder to ensure that agents have the appropriate training and experience 
and that they understand the terms and conditions of this licence.

3
Assistants must work under the personal supervision of the licence holder or 
agents. The number of assistants that can be appropriately supervised is at the 
discretion of the licence holder or agent.

4 Nothing in this licence shall confer any right of entry on to land or property.

5 This licence may be modified or revoked at any time by NatureScot, with or without 
cause, at NatureScot's sole discretion.

6
This licence only permits the activities specified in the project details of this licence. 
Licensed offences that cover these activities are listed in Annex I: Permitted 
activities. It does not permit any other actions that would otherwise be illegal.

7
It is the responsibility of the licence holder to ensure that all contact details are up 
to date. Not advising NatureScot of changes to licence holder contact details could 
result in the licence being revoked.
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This licence is granted subject to compliance with the terms and conditions specified.

Authorised on behalf of NatureScot by:  on 24 Feb 2025
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This licence is granted subject to compliance with the terms and conditions specified.

Authorised on behalf of NatureScot by:  on 08 Sep 2025

Project Details

Scotland - Bird & Animal - Science & Research - Licence 297745 - Licence Protocol - 16 July 
2025" and subsequent correspondence agreed in writing with the NatureScot Licensing 
Team, but subject to modifications or amendments imposed by the conditions of this licence.

Activities, species and locations covered by this licence are listed in Annex 1

Conditions

1 All work must be carried out in accordance with the protocol in Annex II of this 
licence.

2 This licence only covers work carried out for FLS, by FLS employees and registered 
volunteers. It does not permit actions carried out in any other capacity.

3 The licence holder and agents must follow the guidance given in the document 
entitled:"Guidance: accompanying notes for survey and monitoring licences".

4
In respect of raptors, the licence holder, agents and assistants must adhere to the 
guidance and best practice given in the document entitled: "Raptors: A field guide to 
surveying and monitoring" (Hardey et al., 2013) at all times.

5

The licence holder must follow the guidance given in the documents 'Guidance: 
trapping great crested newts' (http://www.nature.scot/great-crested-newts-and-

 and the ARG UK's advice natterjack-toads-licence-forms-and-guidance-documents)
note 4 'Amphibian disease precautions: a guide for fieldworkers'.

6

In respect of great crested newts:Traps must be checked in accordance with the 
English Nature Great Crested Newt Mitigation Guidelines 2001, and the 
Herpetofauna Workers' Manual JNCC 2004 (Pg 34). Traps must be checked at least 
every 17 Hours.

7 In respect of great crested newts: Bottle trapping is only to be employed as a survey 
technique when torching is not practical.

8
In respect of great crested newts: Plants must not be uprooted during hand 
searches for eggs, and eggs must not be taken. The licence holder, agents and 
assistants may examine leaves only.

9 In respect of great crested newts: Any great crested newt taken must be liberated at 
the site of capture immediately after examination and/or marking.

10 No work authorised by this licence may be undertaken on a National Nature Reserve 
without the prior permission of the NatureScot NNR Manager.

11 The licence holder or agents may appoint assistants when operating under the 
terms of this licence.

The licence holder, agents or assistants must exercise the utmost care to avoid 
both undue disturbance to wild birds or animals, and any action which might 
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This licence is granted subject to compliance with the terms and conditions specified.

Authorised on behalf of NatureScot by:  on 08 Sep 2025

Notes - continued

8 result in the licence being revoked.






