
Strategic Wildlife and Species Land Managers Forum 
Terms of Reference.


1. Aim:
The Strategic Wildlife and Species Land Managers Forum (SWSLMF) promotes the integrated, sustainable management of wildlife in Scotland.


2. Objectives:

· To facilitate and enable land management interests to engage with Ministers, and senior officials on key areas of wildlife, species, and associated land management policy.

· To enable Ministers and officials to explore concerns and opportunities for more holistic joined up policy approaches, which support a just transition.

· To enable discussions on relative priorities within a limited / fixed public funding resources for species management.

3. Ways of Working:

The SWSLMF role is to bring together the wide range of interests in the rural sector and facilitate direct engagement with Scottish Government ministers. The core activity will be to share and transfer knowledge between the parties for the benefit of co-ordinated wildlife management of the natural and wildlife resources to support Scottish Government policy emphasis on climate and nature.

Discussions will be centred around the development and application of the Shared Approach principles to enable a more consistent and holistic approach. A programme of ‘conversations’ will explore the key concerns around the general move to a more regulated approach to species and land management, coupled with uncertainty over future public support for species management, particularly affecting agricultural interests. 

The SWSLMF will meet 6 monthly, with the requirement for any additional meetings being agreed by the Group. Meetings will be co- chaired by the Scottish Government Minister for Agriculture and Connectivity and Minister for Climate Action and will be facilitated by NatureScot.

In addition to face to face engagement, the work will be promoted wider through newsletters, a page on the NatureScot website and by holding information events.

Reports of the discussions will be made available within five working days of the event.

4. Group Status:

The SWSLMF is an informal, voluntary partnership with no legal constitution.  



5. Forum Membership

Membership is by invitation and is made up of identified representatives from the main public and private organisations that have a role in managing wildlife.  The membership may change from time to time. 

The initial membership of the group is:

	Ministers 
	Scottish Ministers (Co-Chairs)

	SG
	Scottish Government ENFOR / ARE

	BASC
	British Association for Shooting and Conservation

	GWCT
	Game and Wildlife Conservation Trust

	NFUS
	National Farmers Union Scotland

	NS
	NatureScot

	NTS
	National Trust for Scotland

	RSPB
	Royal Society for the Protection of Birds 

	SLE
	Scottish Land and Estates

	SCA
	Scottish Countryside Alliance

	SGA
	Scottish Gamekeepers Association

	SWT
	Scottish Wildlife Trust
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