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SSSI Consent Application
APPLICATION FOR CONSENT UNDER THE NATURE CONSERVATION (SCOTLAND) ACT 2004 TO CARRY OUT, CAUSE OR PERMIT TO BE CARRIED OUT, OPERATIONS LIKELY TO DAMAGE THE NATURAL FEATURE(S) OF A SITE OF SPECIAL SCIENTIFIC INTEREST
If you are a private owner or occupier of a SSSI (or acting on behalf of a private owner or occupier)
You must apply for and receive consent from NatureScot before you carry out any activities that are likely to damage the natural features for which the site is designated.
These activities are listed for each site as Operations Requiring Consent.
If you are a third party (for example a member of the public) wishing to carry out an Operation Requiring Consent on a SSSI you must contact the relevant owner or occupier of the land for their permission and ask them to submit an application for consent.
If you are a public body
Public bodies are statutory undertakers and any organisation carrying out functions of a public nature. This includes electricity and telecoms companies, airport operators and local authorities amongst others. It can also include universities and other publicly-funded institutions carrying out research on land.
The requirements for consent are broader than for private owners and occupiers, as you must consider all activities that may affect a SSSI – either on land or connected to it. You must make an application for consent if any of these activities is likely to damage the features of a SSSI.
Public bodies must understand their legal requirements under the Nature Conservation (Scotland) Act 2004.
Before you start please make sure:
· You know the area where you need to carry out the operation(s)
· You are the owner/occupier or are applying on behalf of the owner/occupier for this area (such as an agent).
· You know that you need consent
· You understand how this application relates to any other active consents
· You understand how this application relates to any existing SRDP contracts, management agreements, species control orders and planning consents
· You have the required permissions from other regulatory authorities where necessary
· You know when the operation(s) will be carried out
If you are unsure about any of the above, you can get in touch with your local NatureScot office. 



APPLICATION DETAILS
	SITE DETAILS

	Name of Site:

	

	Ownership:
	· Private Owner or Occupier

· Public Body 
           If public body, are you also the owner/occupier?      Yes             No


	APPLICANT DETAILS

	Applicant Name:
	

	Applicant Address:








	

	Applicant Phone Number:
	

	Date of Application:
	

	PROPOSAL DETAILS 

	Proposal Location: 

Please provide Ordnance Survey Grid Reference, Postcode, Longitude and Latitude if available, or submit a paper map with the area drawn on it
	

	Details of Proposed Operation:


Please provide any relevant documents to support application if required.














	

	Who will carry out the works:
	· You
· A contractor you propose to engage
· A third party
· Someone else.  Please provide details: 




	Proposed Start Date (dd/mm/yyyy): 
	____/____/_________


	Proposed End Date (dd/mm/yyyy) (optional): 
	____/____/_________


	Are there any suspension periods within these two dates?  If so, what are they?
	

	Do you already have active consent for any of the operations selected?
	· Yes
· No
· I don’t know


	Are you carrying out any operations with a contract under the Scottish Rural Development Programme?
	· Yes
· No

	Are any of the operations covered by an active management agreement, land management order or species control order?
	· Yes
· No
· I don’t know

	Do any of these operations require permission from another listed regulator? (e.g. SEPA, Scottish Forestry, Crofting Commission, any District Salmon Fisheries Board, Scottish Ministers, any local planning authority)
	· Yes
· No

	Have you already got permission from another listed regulator or local authority? (e.g. SEPA, Scottish Forestry, Crofting Commission, any District Salmon Fisheries Board, Scottish Ministers, any local planning authority)

This does not include operations being carried out under permitted development rights
	· Yes
· No



I propose to carry out or permit to be carried out the operation(s) detailed above and hereby apply for consent from Scottish Natural Heritage (also referred to as NatureScot).
· NatureScot is collecting this information solely to determine your application for consent.  Some operations require permission from a regulatory or local planning authority rather than consent from NatureScot.  Please tick the box if you agree that we may pass on your application to the relevant authority in such a situation.  If you have any queries about this, please contact your local NatureScot office.

[bookmark: _Hlk162946095]Please send this form to your nearest NatureScot office – see https://www.nature.scot/about-naturescot/contact-us/naturescot-offices or contact our HQ on 01463 725000 for further details.


For your consent to be valid, this form must be signed by NatureScot (Scottish Natural Heritage):
CONSENT BY SCOTTISH NATURAL HERITAGE UNDER SECTION 16(3) or 13(4) OF THE NATURE CONSERVATION (SCOTLAND) ACT 2004
NatureScot (the operating name for Scottish Natural Heritage) hereby consents that as an owner/occupier of the site named, or as a public body, you may carry out, cause or permit to be carried out, the operations(s) specified above in the manner prescribed.
You are required, however, to give additional written notice if you propose to amend operations or carry out an additional operation to which we have not consented or where the period identified in the proposal for the operation to take place has expired.
The issue of this consent does not absolve you from any contractual or legislative responsibility you may have to obtain the permission of any other party prior to carrying out the proposed operation.
NatureScot signature
____________________________________
Date
____________________________________
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