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SCIENTIFIC ADVISORY COMMITTEE

INFORMATION PAPER

[bookmark: _Hlk191455760]Development of Scottish Government’s Strategy for Environment, Natural Resources and Agriculture Research 2027-2032

Purpose
1. This paper updates members of the SAC on NatureScot’s involvement in the development of the Scottish Government’s Strategy for Environment, Natural Resources and Agriculture Research 2027-2032.
Action
2. The SAC is invited to note the involvement of NatureScot staff in the development of the new Strategic Research Programme (SRP), a key part of the Strategy.
Preparation
3. The paper was written by Alex Mackay. It is sponsored by Eileen Stuart.
Background
4. The SRP is a key part of the Scottish Government’s Environment, Natural Resources and Agriculture (ENRA) Research Strategy, along with the Responsive Research Fund, Centres of Expertise and Underpinning National Capacity programme.
5. NatureScot was involved in the development of the current SRP which runs from 2022-2027. During the mid-programme review carried out in 2024, the Scottish Government’s Science Advisory Board (SAB) found: 
“…research presented was unique and novel, internationally competitive, innovative and in line with best practice internationally”.
6. The SAB identified a number of issues that need to be considered during the development of the next programme. These were:
· Need for more cross theme working
· Need for a clear impact strategy
· Key risk is resource limitation.
7. In October 2024, the Scottish Government set out a plan for the development of the new SRP during a short presentation to the SAC. The timeline is outlined below:
· January/February 2025 – Topic-based workshops with a range of Government advisers, including NatureScot, to start developing Areas of Research Interest (ARIs) for each topic.
· February/March 2025 – Refinement of ARIs and identifying cross-cutting issues.
· Dates tbc – Further consultation with NatureScot and others to agree ARIs.
· Late summer/autumn 2025 – Public consultation on ARIs.
· January 2026 – New strategy published.
8. NatureScot staff were involved in the following topic-based workshops in January and February 2025:
	Principal Research Area

	NatureScot Engagement
	No NatureScot Engagement

	Adaptation
	Agricultural Reform

	Soils
	Agriculture & Climate Change

	Biodiversity
	Crop Improvement

	Water
	Livestock Improvement

	Environment behaviours
	Plant Health

	Peatlands
	Animal Health and Welfare/Zoonoses

	Natural Capital
	Environmental Quality (incl., Chemicals and Air Quality)

	
	Circular Economy & Waste

	
	Private nature finance

	
	Land Use

	
	Food & Nutrition

	
	Food Industry

	
	Healthy Food and Diets

	
	Land Reform, Rural Economy & Rural Communities

	
	Public/Societal Challenges



9. In preparing for the workshop sessions, NatureScot staff were asked to refer to our Science and Evidence Needs document published in November 2024. Staff also consulted with each other on cross-cutting issues such as soils and environmental behaviours to ensure there was consensus on the research needs that were being identified.
10. During some of the workshops, ARIs were grouped into themes broadly comprising a ‘main’ and ‘sub’ ARIs. This was helpful where we do not currently know the specific question that we need to answer in 2032, but we do know the general area of research required. To complement this, ideally the process will allow key stakeholders, including NatureScot, to agree the specific ARIs before the Programme is commissioned.
11. Separately, our marine staff are working with the Scottish Government’s Marine Directorate to develop ARIs for marine science (including freshwater fisheries). These ARIs will sit alongside an implementation plan that will underpin Scotland’s Marine Science and Innovation Strategy that was published in 2024.
12. A workshop is planned with Scottish Government and Marine Alliance for Science and Technology for Scotland (MASTS) in March to develop these ARIs further.
13. We are looking forward to continuing discussions with Scottish Government on the development of the ARIs for the SRP and the marine ARIs in the coming months.
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