Table 6.4 Progress towards MPA objectives for Special Areas of Conservation (SACs)
Some additional generic details for MPA progress components (A-C) measured for all sites are below:

A: Conservation and Management Advice (CMAs) and other associated MPA documents can be found on Sitelink. Spatial information for protected features is viewable on National Marine Plan Interactive and downloadable from NatureScot Open Data Hub.  
B: For all sites, impacts of licensable activities are regulated through the marine licensing process and assessed against the conservation objectives. In 2025, a consultation for management measures is planned for 21 sites. 
C: Future monitoring programmes will be determined and delivered through the Scottish MPA Monitoring Strategy. 
D: This column provides information on whether SACs are moving towards, or have achieved, their conservation objective(s). The feature condition status and assessment year (Favourable recovered 2019, Unfavourable declining 2017 etc.) refers to the condition of the protected feature assessed at a site level.


	SAC
	A: Information available?
	B: Measures implemented?
	C: Monitoring in place?
	D: Moving towards Conservation Objectives?

	Ardvar and Loch a' Mhuilinn Woodlands
	Yes
	Yes:
No interaction with static fishing gear as boundary of the site includes intertidal area only and fisheries management advice has not been provided.
	Partial:
Otter periodically monitored by NatureScot (last monitored in 2011)

	Yes:
Favourable Maintained: Otter (2014)

	Ascrib, Isay and Dunvegan
	Yes
	Partial: 
Management measures for fishing activity are planned for consultation in 2025.
	Yes:
Routine monitoring of seal population undertaken by SMRU (last monitored 2022).
	Yes:
Favourable Recovered: Harbour seal (2023)


	Berwickshire and North Northumberland Coast (cross boundary site with England)
	Yes: 
Actions and measures recorded in the SIP and MMO strategic management table. Spatial information also available on magic mapping tool.
	Partial:
In Scotland, SSI 2004 No. 276 prevents mobile fishing gear being used within 1nm of MWHS, protected the majority of Reef habitat.
	Partial:
Benthic (last monitored in 2010).
	Partial:
Vulnerability assessment suggests some features may be achieving or moving towards conservation objectives. Awaiting full condition assessment. In Scotland Grey seal was assessed as Favourable Maintained (2019); and sea caves were assessed as Favourable Maintained (2014); (summary condition Favourable) in 2014.

	Dornoch Firth and Morrich More
	 Yes
	Partial:
Management measures for fishing activity are planned for consultation in 2025.
	Partial:
Benthic (last monitored in 2023). Otter (last monitored in 2011). Routine monitoring of seal population undertaken by SMRU (scheduled site monitoring annually), last monitored in 2023 .
	Partial:
Favourable Maintained: Intertidal mudflats and sandflats (1996), Otter (2011), Subtidal sandbanks (1996). Unfavourable Declining: Reefs (2016), Harbour seal: (2019). 
Not Assessed: Estuaries.

	Durness
	Yes

	Yes:
No interaction with static fishing gear as boundary of the site includes intertidal area only and fisheries management advice has not been provided. 
	Partial:
Otter periodically monitored by NatureScot (last monitored 2011).

	Yes:
Favourable Maintained: Otter (2011).

	East Mingulay
	Yes
	Yes:
Management measures for fishing activities (2016) The Inshore Fishing (Prohibition of Fishing and Fishing Methods) (Scotland) Order - East Mingulay 2015).
	Partial:
Benthic (last monitored in 2010)
	Partial:
Not assessed: Reefs. Evidence of historical impacts from fisheries but reefs considered in favourable condition at time of designation (2012). Management measures for fishing activity introduced in 2016.

	Eileanan agus Sgeiran Lios mór
	Yes
	Partial:
Management measures for fishing activity are planned for consultation in 2025
	Yes:
routine monitoring of seal population undertaken by SMRU (last monitored in 2023)
	Yes:
Favourable Maintained: Harbour Seal (2023)

	Faray and Holm of Faray
	Partial
	Partial:
Management measures for fishing activity are planned for consultation in 2025
	Yes:
routine monitoring of seal population undertaken by SMRU (last monitored 2023)
	No:
Unfavourable declining: Grey Seal (2019)

	Firth of Lorn
	Yes

	Yes:
Management measures for fishing activities implemented (2016) (Firth of Lorn fisheries measures are delivered via the Loch Sunart to Sound of Jura Marine Conservation Order).
	Partial:
Benthic habitats (last monitored in 2019).
	Unknown:
Favourable maintained: Reefs (2005)

	Firth of Tay & Eden Estuary
	Yes

	Partial:
Part of the SAC overlaps with an area where fishing for sea fish with a trawl, Danish seine or similar net, purse seine, ring net or dredge (including a suction dredge) is prohibited within the area referred to as ‘St Andrews Bay’ in schedule 2 of The Inshore Fishing (Prohibition of Fishing and Fishing Methods) (Scotland) Order2004 (No. 276). Management measures for fishing activities are planned for consultation in 2025.
	Partial:
Benthic habitats (last monitored in 2023). Routine monitoring of seal population undertaken by SMRU (last monitored in 2021)
	Unknown:
Favourable Maintained: Intertidal mudflats and sandflats (2002), Subtidal sandbanks (2002). 
Unfavourable declining: Harbour seal (2021). 
Estuaries: Not Assessed

	Glen Beasdale
	Yes
	Yes:
No interaction with static fishing gear as boundary of the site includes intertidal area only and fisheries management advice has not been provided.
	Partial:
Otter periodically monitored by NatureScot (last monitored 2011)
	Yes:
Favourable Maintained: Otter (2011)

	Hascosay
	Yes
	Partial:
Some activities addressed through site management statements for overlapping SSSI. However, otter unfavourable and indication this was due to food reduction rather than reduction in habitat. No interaction with static fishing gear as boundary of the site includes only the intertidal area of the marine environment and fisheries management advice has not been provided.
	Yes:
Otter (periodically monitored by BP/SOTEAG/EnQuest (last monitored 2018)
	No:
Unfavourable No change: Otter (2012)

	Inner Hebrides and the Minches
	Yes
	Partial:
The UK porpoise, dolphin and whale conservation strategy will outline non-licensable pressures on the harbour porpoise and suggest management for the site. Management measures for fishing activity are planned for consultation in 2025
	Partial:
annual baseline monitoring by HWDT. Future site-specific monitoring to be determined via the Scottish MPA Monitoring Strategy. Wider seas context to be delivered by UK-wide marine mammal monitoring programme.
	Yes:
Favourable Maintained: Harbour porpoise (2018).

	Inverpolly
	Yes
	Yes:
No interaction with static fishing gear as boundary of the site includes only the intertidal area of the marine environment and fisheries management advice has not been provided.
	Partial:
Otter periodically monitored by NatureScot (last monitored 2011)
	Yes:
Favourable Maintained: Otter (2011)

	Isle of May
	Yes
	Partial:
National Nature Reserve with a 10-year management plan to enhance and protect conservation of seals and seabirds. Boat operators are licenced to land once per day between the 1st of April and the end of September. Management measures for fishing activity are planned for consultation in 2025.

	Partial:
Benthic habitats (not monitored due to resource constraints). Marine mammals (routine monitoring of seal population undertaken by SMRU; last monitored 2023).
	Partial:
Favourable Maintained: Grey seal (2019), Reefs (2007)

	Kinloch and Kyleakin Hills
	Partial
	Yes:
No interaction with static fishing gear as boundary of the site includes only the intertidal area of the marine environment and fisheries management advice has not been provided.
	Partial:
Otter periodically monitored by NatureScot (last monitored 2011)
	Yes:
Favourable Maintained: Otter (2011)

	Loch Creran
	Yes
	Yes:
Management measures for fishing activities are in place (2016) (The Inshore Fishing (Prohibition of Fishing and Fishing Methods) (Scotland) Order 2015) Moorings siting licensing plan is in place. Loch Creran Marine SAC Management Plan implemented 2006.
	Partial:
Benthic habitats last monitored 2023
	No:
Unfavourable Declining: Reefs (2018). Survey (2015) indicated widespread decline, biogenic reef collapse - believed due to storms.

	Loch Laxford
	Yes
	Yes:
Management measures for fishing activities are in place - the Inshore Fishing (Prohibition of Fishing and Fishing Methods) (Scotland) Order 2015 came into force 2016.
	Partial:
Benthic habitats last monitored 2015
	Yes:
Favourable maintained: Reefs (2009), Favourable Declining: Shallow inlets and bays (2009)

	Loch Moidart and Loch Shiel Woods
	 Yes
	Partial:
Management measures for fishing activity are planned for consultation in 2025.

	Partial:
Benthic habitats (last monitored in 2014). Otter (periodically monitored by NatureScot, last monitored 2011
	Yes:
Favourable Maintained: Intertidal mudflats and sandflats (2014), Otter (2011).

	Loch nam Madadh
	Yes
	Partial:
Management measures for fishing activity are planned for consultation in 2025.

	Partial:
Benthic habitats (last monitored in 2016). Otter (periodically monitored by NatureScot, last monitored 2011)
	Yes:
Favourable Maintained: Intertidal mudflats and sandflats (2015), Coastal lagoons (2016), Otter (2012), Reefs (2015), Shallow inlets and bays (2015), Subtidal sandbanks: (2015).

	Loch of Stenness
	 Yes

	Yes:
Fishing activities are not believed to pose a threat to this site and therefore management is not currently proposed. 
	No:
Benthic habitats (not monitored due to resource constraints)
	Unknown:
Favourable Maintained: Coastal lagoons (2003)

	Loch Roag Lagoons
	 Partial
	Yes:
No fisheries management is currently proposed for the site on the basis that the level of interactions with fishing activity are relatively low/non-existent.
	No:
Benthic habitats (not monitored due to resource constraints)
	Unknown:
Favourable Maintained: Coastal lagoons (2002)

	Lochs Duich, Long and Alsh Reefs
	Yes
	Yes:
Management measures for fishing activities are in place - the Inshore Fishing (Prohibition of Fishing and Fishing Methods) (Scotland) Order 2015 came into force 2016, and Southern Inner Sound Fisheries Area.
	Partial:
Benthic habitats (last monitored in 2019)
	Unknown:
Reefs - Unfavourable 2004

	Luce Bay and Sands
	Yes
	Yes:
Management measures for fishing activities are in place - the Inshore Fishing (Prohibited Methods of Fishing) (Luce Bay) Order - came into force 2016.
	Partial:
Benthic habitats (last monitored in 2013
	Yes:
Favourable: Intertidal mudflats and sandflats, Reefs, Large shallow inlets and bays, Subtidal sandbanks (2014).

	 Mòine Mhór
	 Yes
	Partial:
Management measures for fishing activity are planned for consultation in 2025.
	Partial:
Benthic habitats (not monitored due to resource constraints). Otter (periodically monitored by NatureScot, last monitored 2012).
	Partial:
Favourable Maintained: Intertidal mudflats and sandflats (2007), Otter (2012).

	 Monach Islands
	 Yes
	Partial:
Management measures for fishing activity are planned for consultation in 2025.

	Yes:
routine monitoring of seal population undertaken by SMRU (last monitored 2023)
	Yes:
Favourable Maintained: Grey seal (2019)

	Moray Firth
	 Yes
	Partial:
Management measures for fishing activity are planned for consultation in 2025.

	Partial:
Benthic habitats (last monitored 2023). Marine mammals (routine monitoring of bottlenose dolphin population undertaken by University of Aberdeen and SMRU, last monitored 2024).
	Partial:
Favourable Maintained: Bottlenose dolphin (2022), Subtidal sandbanks (2004).

	Mousa
	Yes
	Partial:
Management measures for fishing activity are planned for consultation in 2025.

	Partial:
Benthic habitats (last monitored 2019). Marine mammals (routine monitoring of seal population undertaken by SMRU; last monitored 2023).
	Partial:
Favourable Maintained: Reefs (2016), Sea caves (2017)
Unfavourable Declining: Harbour seal (2023).

	Mull Oakwoods
	Yes
	Yes:
No interaction with static fishing gear as boundary of the site includes only the intertidal area of the marine environment and fisheries management advice has not been provided.
	Partial:
Otter periodically monitored by NatureScot (last monitored 2011)
	Yes:
Favourable Maintained: Otter (2012)

	North Rona
	Yes
	Partial:
Management measures for fishing activity are planned for consultation in 2025.
	Partial:
Benthic (last monitored 2015). Marine mammals (routine monitoring of seal population undertaken by SMRU, last monitored 2023).
	Partial:
Favourable Maintained: Reefs (2009), Sea caves (2015). 
Unfavourable declining: Grey seal (2019).

	Obain Loch Euphoirt
	Yes
	Yes:
Fishing activities are not believed to pose a threat to this site and therefore management is not currently proposed.
	Partial:
Benthic habitats last monitored in 2016
	Yes:
Favourable Maintained: Coastal Lagoons (2016)

	 Papa Stour
	Yes
	Partial:
Management measures for fishing activity are planned for consultation in 2025.
	Partial:
Benthic habitats (last monitored in 2018).
	Unknown:
Favourable Maintained: Reefs (2003), Sea caves (2003)

	Rum
	Yes
	Yes:
No interaction with static fishing gear as boundary of the site includes only the intertidal area of the marine environment and fisheries management advice has not been provided.
	Partial:
Otter periodically monitored by NatureScot (last monitored 2011)
	Partial:
Favourable Declining: Otter (2011).

	Sanday
	Yes
	Yes:
Management measures for fishing activities are in place - the Inshore Fishing (Prohibition of Fishing and Fishing Methods) (Scotland) Order 2015 came into force 2016.
	Partial:
Benthic habitats (no monitoring due to resource constraints). Marine mammals (routine monitoring of seal population undertaken by SMRU, last monitored in 2019)
	Unknown:
Favourable Maintained: Reefs (2008), Intertidal mudflats and sandflats (2008), Subtidal sandbanks (2008). Unfavourable Declining: Harbour seal (2023).

	Solway Firth
	Partial
	Partial:
Solway Aquaculture Strategy Draft report, Jan 2007. The Inshore Fishing (Prohibition of Fishing for Cockles) (Solway Firth) (Scotland) Order 2011 is in place. Management measures for fishing activity are planned for consultation in 2025.
	Partial:
Benthic habitats last monitored in 2023
	Unknown:
Favourable Maintained: Subtidal sandbanks (2004). 
Not assessed: Estuaries, Intertidal mudflats and sandflats, Reefs, River lamprey, Sea lamprey.

	Sound of Arisaig (Loch Ailort to Loch Ceann Traigh)
	Yes
	Partial:
Management measures for fishing activity are planned for consultation in 2025.
	Partial:
Benthic habitats last monitored in 2022
	Yes:
Favourable Maintained: Subtidal sandbanks (2014)

	Sound of Barra
	Yes
	Partial:
Management measures for fishing activity are planned for consultation in 2025.
	Partial:
Benthic habitats (detailed monitoring studies to explore the effects of management measures for fishing activities, last monitored 2023). Marine mammals (routine monitoring of seal population by SMRU, last monitored 2017).
	Partial:
Favourable Maintained: Harbour seal (2019), Reefs (2006) 
Unfavourable Declining: Subtidal sandbanks: (2015)


	South Uist Machair
	Partial
	Yes:
Fishing activities are not believed to pose a threat to this site and therefore management is not currently proposed.

	Partial:
Benthic habitats (Coastal lagoons, last monitored in 2016). Otter (periodically monitored by NatureScot, last monitored 2011).
	Partial:
Favourable Maintained: Otter (2012), Coastal lagoons (2016).

	South-East Islay Skerries
	Yes
	Partial:
Management measures for fishing activity are planned for consultation in 2025.
	Yes:
routine monitoring of seal population undertaken by SMRU (last monitored in 2023)
	Yes:
Favourable Maintained: Harbour Seal (2023)

	St Kilda
	Yes
	Yes:
Management measures for fishing activities are in place (2016) (The Inshore Fishing (Prohibition of Fishing and Fishing Methods) (Scotland) Order 2015).
	Partial:
Benthic habitats last monitored 2015
	Yes:
Favourable Maintained: Reefs (2015), Sea caves (2015).

	Sullom Voe
	Yes
	Partial:
Management measures for fishing activity are planned for consultation in 2025.
	Partial:
Benthic habitats last monitored 2019
	Unknown:
Favourable maintained: Coastal lagoons (2004), Reefs (2004), Large shallow inlets and bays (2004)

	Sunart
	Yes
	Yes:
Management measures for fishing activities are in place (2016) (The Inshore Fishing (Prohibition of Fishing and Fishing Methods) (Scotland) Order 2015).
	Partial:
Benthic habitats (last monitored in 2022). Otter (periodically monitored by NatureScot, last monitored 2011)
	Partial:
Favourable Maintained: Otter (2011), Reefs (2006).
Survey (2012) suggests Reefs in good condition (but 2015 survey of Serpulid aggregations indicates biogenic reefs declined (considered likely due natural storm surge and wave action processes).

	Taynish and Knapdale Woods
	Partial
	Yes:
No interaction with static fishing gear as boundary of the site includes only the intertidal area of the marine environment and fisheries management advice has not been provided.
	Partial:
Otter periodically monitored by NatureScot (last monitored 2011).
	Yes:
Favourable Maintained: Otter (2011).

	Tayvallich Juniper and Coast
	Partial
	Yes:
No interaction with static fishing gear as boundary of the site includes only the intertidal area of the marine environment and fisheries management advice has not been provided.
	Partial:
Otter periodically monitored by NatureScot (last monitored 2012)
	Yes:
Favourable Maintained: Otter (2012).

	The Vadills
	Yes
	Yes:
No fisheries management is currently proposed for the site on the basis that the level of interactions with fishing activity are relatively low/non-existent.
	No:
Benthic habitats not monitored due to resource constraints
	Unknown:
Favourable maintained: Coastal lagoons (2003)

	Treshnish Isles
	Yes
	Yes:
Management measures for fishing activities are in place (2016) (The Inshore Fishing (Prohibition of Fishing and Fishing Methods) (Scotland) Order - Treshnish isles).
	Partial:
Benthic habitats (not monitored due to resource constraints). Marine mammals (routine monitoring of seal population undertaken by SMRU, last monitored in 2023).
	Partial:
Favourable Maintained: Grey seal (2019), Reefs (2007).

	Yell Sound Coast
	Yes
	Partial:
Management measures for fishing activity are planned for consultation in 2025
	Yes:
routine monitoring of seal population undertaken by SMRU, last monitored in 2019.  Otter (periodically monitored by BP/SOTEAG/EnQuest, last monitored 2018).
	No:
Unfavourable No change: Harbour seal (2023), Otter (2012)




