Table 6.3: Progress towards MPA objectives for Nature Conservation MPAs (NC MPA)
Some additional generic details for MPA progress components (A-C) measured for all sites are below:
A: Conservation and Management Advice (CMAs) and other associated MPA documents can be found on Sitelink. Spatial information for protected features is viewable on National Marine Plan Interactive and downloadable from NatureScot Open Data Hub. 
B: For all sites, impacts of licensable activities are regulated through the marine licensing process and assessed against the conservation objectives. For 11 of these sites – management measures will be consulted on in 2025, and management measures are in place for 12 sites).
C: Future monitoring programmes will be determined and delivered through the Scottish MPA Monitoring Strategy.
D: Please take a look at our webpage to find the definitions of the assessment conditions.

	NC MPA
	A: Information available?
	B: Measures implemented?
	C: Monitoring in place?
	D: Moving towards Conservation Objectives?

	Clyde Sea Sill
	Partial: 
Some spatial information available

	Partial:
Some existing fisheries measure in place. 
Management measures for fishing activities are planned for consultation in 2025.
	Partial:
Benthic habitats (last monitored in 2021). Marine birds (site condition monitoring in place through Sanda SSSI, included in the latest seabird census (2021), to be included in future Site Condition Monitoring framework).
	Partial:
Not assessed: Black guillemot  (Favourable Maintained at Sanda Island SSSI - within the MPA). All other protected features in Favourable condition at site designation in 2014.

	East Caithness Cliffs
	Partial:
Spatial information to be available in due course
	Partial:
Some existing fisheries measure in place at the site.
Management measures for fishing activities are planned for consultation in 2025.
	Partial:
Marine birds (included in the latest seabird census (2021), to be included in future Site Condition Monitoring framework).
	Partial:
Not assessed: Black guillemot. Designated in 2014 and working towards conservation objectives

	Fetlar to Haroldswick
	Yes
	Partial:
Some existing fisheries measures (partnership with the Shetland Shellfish Management Organisation). Management measures for fishing activity planned for consultation in 2025.
	Partial:
Benthic habitats (last monitored in 2019). Marine birds (included in the latest seabird census (2021), to be included in future Site Condition Monitoring framework).
	Partial:
Favourable: Circalittoral sand and coarse sediment communities, Horse mussel beds, Kelp and seaweed communities on sublittoral sediment, Maerl beds, Shallow tide-swept coarse sands with burrowing bivalves (2016). Unfavourable: Black guillemot (2021)

	Loch Carron
	Yes
	Yes:
Management measures for fishing activitiy were enacted in 2017 and revised measures implemented in 2019 (Marine Conservation Order 2019 ) to include revised boundary and maerl bed features.
	Partial:
Benthic habitats (last monitored in 2023).
	Yes:
Favourable: Maerl beds (2017). Unfavourable: Flame shell beds (2017). Monitoring data (2021 and 2023) indicates areas of damaged flame shell bed are showing good recovery, and other flame shell beds also showing greater extent.

	Loch Creran
	Yes
	Yes:
Management measures for fishing activities (2016) (The Inshore Fishing (Prohibition of Fishing and Fishing Methods) (Scotland) Order 2015). Moorings siting licensing plan is in place.
	Partial:
Benthic habitats (last monitored in 2023).
	Yes:
Favourable: Flame shell beds (2020)

	Loch Sunart
	Yes
	Yes:
Management measures for fishing activities are in place (2016) (The Inshore Fishing (Prohibition of Fishing and Fishing Methods) (Scotland) Order 2015).
	Partial:
Benthic habitats (last monitored in 2022).
	Partial:
Favourable: Flame shell beds (2014), Northern feather star aggregations on mixed substrata (2014). Unfavourable: Serpulid aggregations (2015) survey indicated decline in condition (considered likely due natural storm surge and wave action processes).

	Loch Sunart to the Sound of Jura
	Yes
	Yes:
Management measures for fishing activities are in place - The Loch Sunart to Sound of Jura Marine Conservation Order 2016.  
	Partial:
Fish (detailed monitoring studies to explore the effects of new management measures for fishing activity (tagging of skate, acoustic monitoringand photo id work).
	Yes:
Favourable: Flapper Skate (2022). Management is in place and working towards the conservation objectives.

	Loch Sween
	Yes
	Yes:
Management measures for fishing activities are in place (2016) (The Inshore Fishing (Prohibition of Fishing and Fishing Methods) (Scotland) Order 2015).
	Partial:
Benthic habitats (last monitored in 2019).
	Yes:
Favourable: Burrowed mud (2013), Maerl beds (2013), Native oysters (2013), Sublittoral mud and mixed sediment communities (2013)

	Lochs Duich, Long and Alsh
	Yes
	Yes:
Management measures for fishing activities (2016) (The Inshore Fishing (Prohibition of Fishing and Fishing Methods) (Scotland) Order 2015) and Southern Inner Sound Fisheries Area.
	Partial:
Benthic habitats (last monitored in 2019).
	Yes:
Favourable: Flame shell beds (2015), Burrowed mud (2015).

	Monach Isles
	Yes
	Partial:
Management measures for fishing activity are planned for consultation in 2025.
	Partial:
Marine birds (site condition monitoring in place through Moncach Isles SSSI, included in the latest seabird census (2021), to be included in future Site Condition Monitoring framework).
	No:
Unfavourable: Black guillemot (2021)

	Mousa to Boddam
	Yes
	Partial:
There is no targeted fishing for sandeels. Any plan to re-open a fishery would be subject to Habitats Regulation Appraisal and assessment under the s83 of the Marine (Scotland) Act. Management measures for fishing activities have been developed for the protected features of Mousa SAC which overlaps this NC MPA - see Mousa SAC.
	No:
Fish (future monitoring programme to be determined via the Scottish MPA Monitoring Strategy).
	Unknown:
Not assessed (Sandeels). Management is in place and working towards the conservation objectives.

	North-east Lewis
	Yes
	Partial:
Management measures for fishing activity are planned for consultation in 2025.
	Partial:
Marine mammals (baseline monitoring by HWDT and WDC. Wider seas context will be delivered under a UK-wide marine mammal monitoring programme). Fish (MD west coast sandeel survey 2021 included sampling within NE-Lewis MPA).
	Yes:
Favourable: Risso's dolphin (2019), Sandeels (2019). Designated as an NCMPA in 2021 and working towards conservation objectives.

	Noss Head
	Yes
	Yes:
Management measures for fishing activities are in place (2016) (The Inshore Fishing (Prohibition of Fishing and Fishing Methods) (Scotland) Order 2015) Sinclair Bay Fisheries Area.
	Partial:
Benthic habitats (last monitored in 2017).
	Yes:
Favourable: Horse mussel beds (2014)


	Papa Westray
	Partial:
Spatial information to be available in due course.
	Partial:
Management measures for fishing activity are planned for consultation in 2025.
	Partial:
Marine birds (site condition monitoring in place through Holm of Papa Westray SSSI, included in the latest seabird census (2021), to be included in future Site Condition Monitoring framework).
	No:
Not assessed: Black guillemout.

	Red Rocks and Longay
	Yes
	Yes:
Permanent management measures are in place (2022) (The Red Rocks and Longay Marine Conservation Order 2022) which came into force in 2023
	Partial:
Fish (monitoring is in the process of being implemented 2024).
	Yes:
Favourable: Flapper skate (2022)

	Sea of the Hebrides
	Yes
	Partial:
Management measures for fishing activity are planned for consultation in 2025.
	Partial:
Marine mammals (baseline monitoring by HWDT. Wider seas context will be delivered under a UK-wide marine mammal monitoring programme). Fish (basking shark tagging research)
	Yes:
Favourable: Basking shark (2019), Minke whale (2019), Fronts (2019).

	Shiant East Bank
	Yes
	Partial:
Management measures for fishing activity are planned for consultation in 2025.
	Partial:
Benthic habitats (last monitored in 2013).
	Yes:
Favourable: Circalittoral sands and mixed sediment communities (2019), Northern sea fan and sponge communities (2019), Shelf banks and mounds (2019).

	Small Isles
	Yes
	Partial:
Management measures for fishing activity are planned for consultation in 2025.
	Partial:
Benthic habitats (last monitored in 2022).  Marine birds  (Black guillemot included in the latest seabird census (2021), to be included in future under the Site Condition Monitoring framework).
	Partial:
Favourable:Burrowed mud,Circalittoral sand and mud communities,Fan mussel aggregations,Horse mussel beds,Northern feather star aggregations on etc., Northern sea fan and sponge communities,White cluster anemones (2014).Not assessed: Black guillemot.

	South Arran
	Yes
	Yes:
Management measures for fishing activities are in place -The South Arran Marine Conservation Order 2015 which came into force in 2016.
	Partial:
Benthic habitats (last monitored in 2023).
	Partial:
Favourable: Kelp and seaweed communities on sublittoral sediment, Seagrass beds (2014). Unfavourable: Maerl beds (2014) (CO is recover). All other features Uncertain. Management is in place and working towards the conservation objectives.

	Southern Trench
	Yes
	Partial:
Management measures for fishing activity are planned for consultation in 2025.
	Partial:
Benthic habitats (last monitored in 2024). Marine mammals (baseline monitoring by CRRU and PAM network. Wider seas context will be delivered under a UK-wide marine mammal monitoring programme).
	Partial:
Favourable: Burrowed mud (2019), Fronts (2019), Minke whale (2019), Quaternary of Scotland (2019), Shelf deeps (2019), Submarine Mass Movement (2019). Designated in 2021 and working towards conservation objectives.  

	Upper Loch Fyne and Loch Goil
	Yes
	Yes:
Management measures for fishing activities are in place (2016) (The Inshore Fishing (Prohibition of Fishing and Fishing Methods) (Scotland) Order 2015).
	Partial:
Benthic habitats (last monitored in 2024).
	Partial:
Favourable: Burrowed mud (2019), Fronts (2019), Minke whale (2019), Quaternary of Scotland (2019), Shelf deeps (2019), Submarine Mass Movement (2019). Designated as an NCMPA in 2021 and working towards conservation objectives.  

	Wester Ross
	Yes
	Yes:
Management measures for fishing activities are in place - The Wester Ross Marine Conservation Order 2016
	Partial:
Benthic habitats (last monitored in 2023).
	Partial:
Favourable:Most features assessed as Favourable (2014).Unfavourable: Flame shell beds, Maerl beds (2014).

	Wyre and Rousay Sounds
	Yes
	Yes:
Management measures for fishing activities are in place (2016) (The Inshore Fishing (Prohibition of Fishing and Fishing Methods) (Scotland) Order 2015).
	Partial:
Benthic habitats (last monitored in 2015).
	Yes:
Favourable: Kelp and seaweed communities on sublittoral sediment, Maerl beds, Marine Geomorphology of the Scottish Shelf Seabed (2014).



Please use the link to return to the NatureScot MPA Report to Parliament  Annex download page
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