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OTTER 
Sleek, slide, slip, 
shine. Graceful on 
land and in water. 
Playful in a way 
few other creatures 
seem to be.

Diver of the sea’s 
kelp beds, sleek 
hunter among river 
weeds.  Cruncher of 
crabs and catcher 
of silver-scaled 
salmon. Otters love 
life!

Who’s Who?
A male otter is called a 
dog, a female a bitch and 
a baby a cub. Dog otters 
are about the same length 
as a black Labrador only 
they’re slimmer and have 
longer, more powerful 
tails.
 

Salty or fresh?
Otters can live in rivers 
and lochs as well as by 
the sea. Coastal otters 
take regular freshwater 
baths washing the salt 
out of their coats to 
keep them sleek and 
waterproof.

Fish and frog suppers
Otters living in freshwater 
eat salmon, eels, frogs 
and toads. The coastal 
otters live off sea fish and 
crabs.
 
By day or by night?
Coastal otters are active 
by day so you have a 
better chance of seeing 
one than their river-
dwelling cousins who are 
mainly nocturnal.
 
Purpose-built for the 
water
Webbed toes, a powerful 
tail that can act as a 

rudder and propeller, ears 
and nostrils that can shut 
during dives, fur with a 
waterproof outer layer 
and a dense, insulating 
undercoat – otters have 
the perfect equipment 
for life in cold Scottish 
waters.

Smelly markers!
Otters mark their territory 
with piles of droppings, 
called ‘spraints’ which 
are dark and musky-
smelling. Some people 
say they smell like freshly 
mown hay. If you look 
at one closely you’ll see 
the remains of fish and 
amphibian bones in them!
 
Slow starters
When they’re born the 
cubs are only 10 cm long.  
They’d fit neatly in an 
adult’s palm. It takes five 
weeks before their eyes 
open, and another couple 
of weeks before they can 

feed on anything other 
than their 

mother’s 
milk. 

Spotting tips

At the coast, look for a 

V-shaped wake behind its 

head as the otter swims 

(it’s the only visible part of 

its body that you’ll see). 

When it dives, watch for 

its tail lifting out of the 

water - this is the last 

part to slip beneath the 

surface.  Move closer 

to the water for 10 - 15 

seconds, then stop again.  

Stay really still and quiet 

keeping your eyes peeled 

for the otter resurfacing. 

Repeat when the otter 

dives to get closer to the 

water, then stop.  Keep a 

low profile and enjoy!

TH E W Si KER d evI rH

Otter * dobhran * Doh-ran

 an otter
 an otter footprint

Tick the boxes if 

you spot...

SUPPER TIME...
Follow the lines below to help the otter sort out 
what’s for his tea and what should go in the bin...

DE
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HARBOUR SEAL
Fast-moving, fish-
sensing, deep-
diving, loud-roaring 
little lion of the 
waves. Harbour seal 
offshore. 

Back-curving, slow-
scratching, whisker-
twitching, deep- 
snoozing dozer 
of the sandbanks. 
Harbour seal 
ashore.

Is it a cow or a seal?
A male seal is called a 
bull, a female a cow and a 
baby seal is a pup.

Super-sensitive 
detectors
The harbour seal’s 
whiskers are super-
sensitive. They detect 
underwater vibrations 
telling them when there 
is food nearby. They 
eat 3 – 5kg of food a 
day - herring, sandeels, 
whitefish, flatfish, sprats 
and even octopus and 
squid!
 
Singers on the sea bed
At mating time males 
choose a spot on the sea 
bed then roar – without 
getting a lungful of 
saltwater! Their roars let 
the females know they’re 
there as well as warning 
off rival males.

Waterbabies
Harbour seal pups are 
born on land right at 
the water’s edge or 
sometimes even in the 
water so they have to be 
ready to swim when the 
next tide comes in. The 
pups could be swimming 
only an hour after they’re 
born. 
 
Flipper-tastic
The harbour seal is 
extremely agile underwater 
using flicks of its supple 
spine and its tail flippers 
to propel it through the 
water at high speed. Its 
small front flippers help it 
to turn quickly as it chases 
its prey and then to steady 
a fish that it’s caught in its 
sharp-toothed jaws.

Deep sea divers
By slowing down their 
heart beat harbour seals 
can stay underwater for 
as long as 35 minutes and 
dive to depths of over 
200 metres.

Spotting tips

Look for groups of seals 

lying out on sandbanks in 

estuaries at low tide. 

You can even see some 

of these from lay-bys 

along coastal roads by the 

Cromarty Firth, Dornoch 

Firth and Loch Fleet. 

With binoculars you can 

see the different patterns 

of the seals’ coats. You 

can go also on special 

wildlife watching boat 

trips.

T HE A

Harbour seal * ron calaidh * Rawn Cal-aye  

Tick the boxes if 
you spot...

 a harbour seal
 a seal pup

draw the difference
HARBOUR

There are two different types of seal you are likely to see around Scotland - 
the harbour seal and the grey seal. Here are some ways to tell them apart. Use the 
information below to help you add the correct eyes, nose and nostrils to the seals...

Grey seal
 • eyes positioned to side of head
 • long sloping nose
 • nostrils are parallel 

Harbour seal
 • large eyes to the front of head
 • short nose
 • nostrils in a V-shape

C IRU O SU SE DOG
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RED DEER 

Big animals in big 
landscapes. They’re 
Britain’s largest land 
animal, one of the 
biggest deer in the 
world.  

And size matters…  
Large stags (male 
deer) battle it out 
in the autumn 
during the rut. The 
strongest wins the 
rights to mate with 
the female deer.

When stags roar 
during the rut, it’s 
one of the most 
powerful natural 
wildlife sounds you 
can hear.  

Who’s who?
A male red deer is called 
a stag, the female a hind 
and a young deer a calf.

Life story of an antler
Only stags grow antlers.  
These can reach over one 
metre in length. That’s as 
long as a broom handle! 
They grow each year, are 
shed and then grow again 
under a covering of ‘velvet’ 
skin the following year.  
 
Feeling hungry
Favourite foods are 
grasses, dwarf shrubs 
including heather, 
blaeberry and trees.

Girls only
Red deer spend most 
of their lives in single-
sex herds only coming 
together during the mating 
season or 
‘rut’.

Superbabies
Calves start to run along 
with their mother within 
two weeks of birth.
 
A good age
Stags and hinds can live 
for 12 to 14 years.
 
That’s a lot of deer!
We don’t know exactly 
how many red deer live in 
Scotland, but there could 
be 350,000 living in our 
hills and woodlands.

Rich pickings
Deer stalking brings in 
millions of pounds a year 
to Scotland and Scottish 
venison is popular 
throughout the world as a 
tasty low fat meal. 

TH
E ROARI N G MONARCH

Spotting tips

To watch these majestic animals 

find yourself a suitable glen 

and hunker down on a hillside. 

Staying very still and quiet, scan 

the opposite slopes for deer. Use 

binoculars if you can.  

Remember they’re often well 

camouflaged so be patient. Look 

out for movement or a flash of 

their pale rumps. It’s easiest to see 

large groups during the winter.

Red deer * fiadh ruadh * Fee-ag Roo-ag

 a red deer’s hoof prints
 a red deer

Tick the boxes if you spot...

SURROYAL ANTLER

FORK

CROWN TINE

PEARL

BEAM

PEDICLE

ROYAL ANTLER

BAY ANTLER

BROW TINE

PALM

ANSWERS: Palm, pearl, beam, fork, pedicle, brow tine, bay antler, crown tine, royal antler, surroyal antler

ANTLERS
Each spring stags’ antlers 
fall off and they spend the 
next four months growing 

new ones which get 
bigger every year!

AMLP
RALPE 
AEBM 
RKFO
CDPEEIL
BWOR NTIE
YAB EARTNL 
WNROC ITEN 
YOALR RLNATE
ORRUSALY RELTNA

The different points of the 
antlers all have names.
Using the diagram see 
if you can work out the 
anagrams below...

PhonicGaelicEnglish



RED SQUIRREL
Colourful, cute, 
agile, amazing. 
It’s the acrobatic 
ginger ninja of the 
woods, able to make 
death-defying leaps 
between branches 
and gravity-powered 
descents down 
trunks.

Going solo?
These surprisingly 
shy little creatures spend 
most of their time alone 
in the woods. Their 
colours, warm as the 
orange glow of evening 
sunshine on Scots pine 
trunks, blend in with the 
bark, camouflaging them 
against their predators 
which include buzzards 
and pine martens.

A bushy tale
A red squirrel’s bushy tail 
is as long as its body! It 
helps it to balance when 
jumping from tree to 
tree and running along 
branches. It’s also used 
as an umbrella when it’s 
raining and to keep warm 
while the squirrel sleeps.
 
Nuts about nuts
Red squirrels eat all kinds 
of foods found in our 

forests. Nuts, berries, 
fungi, bark and even birds’ 
eggs. But Scots pine 
seeds are the favourite. 
In just one year, they can 
eat around two million of 
them. That’s more than 
5,000 seeds a day! What 
they don’t eat they bury in 
the ground or horde away 
in tree holes for later - this 
is where the expression 
“squirrel things away” 
comes from. They don’t 
remember where all their 
‘scatter’ hordes are. The 
forgotten ones help to 
spread seedlings around 
our woods.

Red alert
If you hear a 
red squirrel 
making “chuk 
chuk” noises 
and see its 
bushy 
tail swish 
wildly, it’s 
not very 
happy, you’re in its 
space and it’s 
telling you to 
leave.

Scuba squirrel
It may not be their 
favourite pastime 
but red squirrels 
can swim!

Clever creatures
Red squirrels 
can be right or left 

handed (or should that 
be right or left pawed) 
when eating pine cones. 
They only have four fingers 
but they do have five 
toes. Unlike 
humans 
their ankles 
are double- 
jointed which 
means that they 
can swivel their 
feet right round 
helping them 
run up and 
down 
trees. 

Spotting tips
Look up to the treetops 
and branches for squirrel action, making sure you 
stay as still as you can. 
You might see a ball of 
twigs high in the branches and close to the trunk - 
this could be a squirrel’s home, which is called a 
drey. It’s usually lined with mosses and leaves to 
make a soft, warm bed. 
Look out too for cones 
with most of the scales 
nibbled out as this could be evidence of red 
squirrels being nearby.

 a red squirrel
 a pine cone

Tick the boxes if you spot...

A-MAZE-ING
Help the forgetful 
red squirrel to find 
its hordes of nuts.

START

T    heT    he T    UFTE DT    UFTE D

AC ROBATAC ROBAT

Red squirrel * feorag ruadh * Fyaw-rack Roo-ag
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GOLDEN EAGLE
Our feathered 
superstar of the 
Scottish hills. Keen-
eyed, sharp-taloned.

Hunter of the hills 
and moors, soarer 
of the mountains.
Power with 
elegance; speed 
with style. They can 
see you a mile away. 
WOW!
 
Big bird!
The bigger females’ 
wing spans can be up to 
240 cm. That’s two nine-
year-olds lying end to end!

No fussy eaters here!
Their favourite foods are 
rabbit, hare and grouse, 
as well as dead sheep 
and deer carcasses. 
But ducks, geese, foxes, 
badgers and occasionally 
other birds of prey go 
down well too.
 
A long life
On average they live for 
between 20 and 30 years.  
The oldest recorded was 
32 years old!
 
Where eagles fly
Nearly all of Britain’s 
golden eagles live in the 
Scottish Highlands and 
Islands soaring high over 
the mountains and glens.

Come fly with me
Today 440 pairs of golden 
eagles live in Scotland. In 
the early spring, watch as 
these pairs impress each 
other with spectacular 
display flights. Glides 

become dramatic aerial 
dives and breathtaking 
talon locking sees them 
rush towards the earth in 
a nerve-wracking spin.
 
Nesting on the edge
Golden eagles’ nests are 
called eyries and are 
usually perched high on 
rocky ledges and 
occasionally in trees. 
These eyries can be very 
old, re-used each year and  
freshened up with new 
branches, twigs and green 
vegetation.
 
Bone-crushing strength
A golden eagle’s feet are 
massive. They can spread 
wider than an adult human 
hand. Their talons are long 
and sharp. They can crush 
bone and hold for minutes 
when spiked through fur, 
feather and flesh.
 
Eagle Eyes
A goldie’s eyes are huge 
for its size.  Their eye sight 
is much better than ours.  
Real high-definition. In 
each eye there are two 
areas where vision is extra-
sharp - one helps with 

scanning the 
landscape, 

the other with 
zooming in 

on prey.

Golden eagle * Iolair bhuidhe * Yoo-lerr Voo-yeh

 a golden eagle
 a feather

Tick the boxes 
if you spot...

T HET HE h hgih hgi F eYl RF eYl R

golden eagle
mountain
highland
carcass
elegant

vision
power
hunter
feather

talon
flesh
eyrie
hare
glen
dive
soar

try to find the 16 words 

hidden in the egg belowWORD SEARCH WORD SEARCH 

Spotting tips
We can’t guarantee that you’ll see a golden eagle but what you can be sure of is that if you spend time walking and watching in good golden eagle 

ground, you’ll discover 
parts of wild Scotland 
that will be exciting in 
themselves.

Eagles are often easier to see from September to 
February and young birds are often more visible than adults because they get chased away from the 

breeding areas. They tend to soar on thermals in the middle of the day. They 
don’t like being wet and will often fly around to dry off after wet days or in 
between the showers on showery days.

PhonicGaelicEnglish



top places to spottop places to spot
There are lots of places you could be lucky enough to spot our Big 5.  

We’ve chosen a few of our favourites to get you started! Many of these 
animals are shy so don’t be disappointed if you don’t see them on your first 
visit. Remember that you can also look for clues that they’ve been in the area. 

Just have fun being out and about!

red squirrel
1. Abernethy, by Nethybridge
2. Tentsmuir, by Tayport
3. Glen Affric, by Cannich

harbour seal
1. Forvie, Newburgh, Aberdeenshire
2. Moine Mhòr, by Kilmartin
3. Loch Fleet, by Dornoch

Otter
1. Loch Lomond, by Drymen
2. Loch Maree, by Kinlochewe
3. Noss, Shetland Islands

red deer
1. Rum, Inner Hebrides
2. Craigellachie, by Aviemore
3. Cairnsmore of Fleet, by Newton Stewart

golden eagle
1. Creag Meagaidh, by Kinlochlaggan
2. Ben Lawers, by Killin
3. Beinn Eighe, by Kinlochewe
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Now we’ve shown you 
our Big 5, it’s time to 
choose your own Big 
5. In the picture frames 
draw your 5 favourite 
Scottish animals and in 
the space tell us what 
they are.

We’d love to see your 
pictures so why not 
take a photo of them 
and get a grown-up 
to upload it onto our 
Facebook page. Make 
sure you ‘Like’ our 
page first! 55GBiGBi

DRAWDRAWYouRYouR


