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Context
This is the most southerly of the 11 island WLAs, and most accessible from the populous Central Belt,
situated within the relatively busy Firth of Clyde. Relatively small and roughly circular in shape, its 118
km2 includes most of the northern half of the island. It is bounded on all sides by main roads (unusually
of the island WLAs not being defined by the coast), and penetrated by numerous deep glens, with the
northern, eastern and western boundaries no more than 4 km from the coast.
The WLA comprises rugged hills and mountains, generally covered in moorland vegetation, with
extensive areas of bare rock. North Arran’s mountains are widely appreciated and visited, having good
vehicle and passenger connections with the mainland and regular island bus services. There are
numerous well-maintained footpaths, clearly sign-posted from car parking areas along the main road.
The eastern peaks are much more rugged than those to the west and are popular as a hill walking and
mountaineering destination. Although none are Munros, at 874 metres Goat Fell is the highest of four
Corbetts within the WLA. NTS owns Goat Fell and most of the adjacent mountain area. These mountains
provide challenging terrain relatively close to Brodick and thousands of walkers follow the constructed
footpaths to ascend Goat Fell each year.i The Arran Access Trust provides for, maintains and improves
access opportunities on Arran and also protects sensitive sites from overuse.
The distinctive profile of the mountains dominates the Firth of Clyde and they are visible from the North
Ayrshire coast and many places inland. Visitors, arriving by ferry or boat, experience the WLA as an
impressive mountainous backdrop to the settled coastline of Arran.
North Arran is of recognised scenic value, designated as a Special Landscape Character Area by North
Ayrshire Council and as a National Scenic Area (NSA). These designations recognise the distinctive
attributes of this mountainous area. The NSA citation notes the ‘dramatic presence’ of the mountains of
North Arran: ‘Here the older Highland rocks and a massive granite dome have been fashioned into a
deeply dissected highland massif with rugged peaks rising to nearly 900 metres, separated by deep glens.
These mountains fill the whole centre of the island and there is only a narrow coastal plain before the
boulder strewn slopes sweep upward to the shapely serrated peaks like Goat Fell (874 m) and Cir Mhòr
(798 m)’.ii
The south eastern part of the WLA is included within the Arran Moors Special Protection Area, a
breeding area for Hen Harriers.
The extent of this WLA is apparent from the higher slopes, where there are views of the settled coast,
roads and forest plantations below. It is less clear from some of the lower-lying parts of the interior,
where views are more restricted.
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Key attributes and qualities of the wild land area


A readily accessible area, but with strong wild land attributes, especially within the
remote interior

The circular shape of the WLA means that parts of the interior
are comparatively distant from the encircling roads. There is no
habitation and very few human artefacts within the WLA.
Although some shielings and other signs of past human
occupation remain, these ruins are usually small, isolated
features with little effect on the sense of remoteness and
sanctuary
Although Arran is readily accessible from the mainland, the sea
crossing heightens the perception of remoteness and isolation. In views out from the WLA, the presence
of the sea and the interplay between land and sea reinforce this perception.
Vehicle tracks do not penetrate the WLA at all and those on the
periphery, such as the track to Loch Iorsa on the Dougarie Estate,
have only limited effect when seen from the WLA. Although
there are some constructed walkers’ paths, often marked by
cairns, leading to the more popular hills, access to the interior
generally requires a relatively long walk over sometimes
indistinct paths, or across rocky and boggy terrain. This adds to
the sense of remoteness, but also makes access physically
challenging, with a greater sense of risk.
From the lower-lying parts of the interior, the surrounding
mountains limit visibility, which allows a strong sense of remoteness and sanctuary, but from the tops
and outward-facing slopes, views of coastal settlement and forestry on Arran reduce the strength of
these attributes. Buildings, wind turbines and forest plantations on Kintyre and the mainland impose
less on the wild land qualities due to their distance and small extent. Boat and ferry activity nearby is
more noticeable, introducing sound and movement that can temporarily reduce the sense of
remoteness, sanctuary and solitude.



The contrast in experience between the rugged east and smoother and more remote
west mountain ranges

There is a sharp contrast between the rugged eastern
mountains, including Goat Fell, Caisteal Abhail and Beinn
Tarsuinn and the more rounded moorland hills of Beinn
Bharrain, Mullach Buide, Beinn Bhreac and Beinn Tarsuinn,
which lie to the west of Glen Iorsa.
The eastern peaks form a cluster of very rugged mountains,
linked by a heavily serrated and sometimes knife-edge ridge.
Although not as high as peaks in other WLAs, their elevation
and steepness seem exaggerated by their proximity to the sea.
The combination of steep slopes, crags, cliffs, scree and boulder
fields makes access to these peaks physically challenging and
exposed bealachs and ridges provide a strong sense of awe and
high risk.
These qualities combine with the proximity to Brodick and the
main ferry services to make Goat Fell and adjacent peaks very
popular with walkers and climbers. As a consequence, path
erosion, litter and overcrowding can impact on the sense of
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remoteness and sanctuary in places. Several constructed paths help to reduce braiding and erosion but
with numerous cairns and signage they affect the wild land qualities by introducing obvious human
artefacts.
By contrast, the hills to the west are less accessible and more rounded. They tend to be less popular
with walkers or climbers seeking the challenge of the eastern mountains and consequently provide a
greater sense of remoteness and isolation.



A landscape which is well-defined, whose rugged qualities are widely experienced from
the surrounding areas

The WLA is encircled by main roads – the A841 and B880 (the String), which both define the margins and
allow ready access for walkers by means of numerous well-signed paths. Within the lower-lying interior
the extent of the WLA is less clear, but from the tops the views out to the east and west across sea to
the mainland emphasise its limits.
Views of the rugged eastern mountain massif from both within
and beyond the WLA are arresting. Their rugged qualities can
be experienced from a wide area, from main transport routes
and by large numbers of people – including the A841 (National
Cycle Network route 73), the String and from the Ardrossan to
Brodick and Northern Island Ferries. Beyond Arran, the
mountainous skyline dominates the Firth of Clyde, the mainland
and Kintyre.



A strong sense of naturalness, with unmodified catchment systems and little intensive
land use within the wild land area

Much of the area has a strong sense of naturalness, emphasised by the geological processes apparent in
the distinctive peaks and glaciated landforms of the eastern mountains, the massive rounded hills to the
west and the plunging U-shaped valleys such as Glen lorsa, Glen Sannox and Glen Rosa. Where the rock
is not exposed, slopes are covered in tussocky grasses, becoming shorter higher up. The relatively mild
climate encourages a rich mix of lush vegetation within the glens in summer, which can be difficult to
cross, once off the paths, increasing the degree of physical
challenge.
Watercourses have a wild and unspoiled character and there
are numerous impressive waterfalls. Several lochs contribute to
the sense of sanctuary, providing reflections of the surrounding
rugged landform and limiting movement across the area, also
increasing the sense of remoteness. Wetlands and water bodies
make access more challenging and add to the sense of risk.
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There is little evidence of contemporary land use within the
WLA but some large forest plantations surround it. Where
visible from the tops and outermost slopes or in views towards
the WLA from the sea, plantations around the margins are
prominent as a contemporary land use due to their contrasting
colour, texture, shape and straight edges, adversely affecting
the sense of naturalness.

A limited number of exclosures for native woodland expansion
have a localised effect on the sense of naturalness, most are
located within narrow glens where they are less visible from the
surrounding area, limiting their impact on the wild land
qualities.
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