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Context
This small (73 km2) WLA consists of a range of steep and rugged mountains, dissected by numerous
watercourses flowing north-south and surrounded by sloping moorland. With major roads closeby that
provide access to the Central Belt it is part of a larger area of wild country between Lochs Tay and
Rannoch. To the east and separating it from the Ben Lawers WLA (12), a minor road follows the natural
pass between Glen Lyon and Loch Tay that contains the dramatic Lochan na Lairige reservoir and dam
and allows road users to experience the mountains at close hand. To the west a gated road between
Pubil and Kenknock separates it from the Breadalbane – Schiehallion WLA (10). A power line on timber
poles follows this road, connecting lines that run down the two glens.
The area is wedge-shaped and more rugged to the east, whose Tarmachan ridge is ‘at times chronically
tortuous, winding its way over rocky bluffs, rock-covered hollows and often high above steep cliffs, the
like of which you won’t find in all Breadalbane’. i
Steep slopes or woodland restrict views of the WLA from the adjacent single track roads, particularly
from the lower sections of Glen Lyon to the north and Glen Lochay to the south. But there are dramatic
views of the Tarmachan ridge from Killin, the closest settlement of any size, which serves as an
important gateway, allowing many visitors to appreciate some qualities of the WLA at close range. The
WLA contains two Corbetts and two Munros: the Munros Meall nan Tarmachan is usually climbed from
the walkers’ parking area beside Lochan na Lairige, whilst Meall Ghaordaidh lies further to the west and
is usually accessed from an informal parking area at Duncroisg in Glen Lochay.
The north-eastern half of the area lies within the Loch Rannoch and Glen Lyon National Scenic Area
(NSA) whose description notes how ‘the enclosing mountains create a monumental backdrop, dwarfing
the more intricate, human-scale and detailed features at loch side, glen floor and lower slopes’.ii The
remaining part is designated by Stirling Council as the Glen Lochay Local Landscape Area (LLA), in
recognition of ‘the character and quality of landscapes, which are important or particularly valued
regionally or locally’.iii
This WLA is mostly seen in combination with adjacent WLAs and, from the ridge, panoramic views allow
hill walkers to experience it as part of a much more extensive mountain range, where the intervening
glens seem like minor interruptions. Equally, the rugged and arresting qualities of the Tarmachan ridge
can be experienced from adjacent uplands, including Breadalbane-Schiehallion and Ben Lawers WLAs (10
and 12).
The National Trust for Scotland (NTS) owns the eastern part, which forms part of the Ben Lawers
National Nature Reserve (NNR) and includes the Tarmachan ridge. The original visitor centre was
removed in 2010 and stone artworks beside a new NTS car park, now relocated to a less visible site to
the west of the road, interpret the natural and cultural history of the NNR.
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Key attributes and qualities of the wild land area


Steep, rocky summits overshadow narrow, secluded glens allowing the rugged qualities
of the WLA to be experienced at close range

These high mountains form a backdrop to the narrow winding
glens of the Lyon and Lochay rivers, where the contrast with
the light green of the enclosed fields and specimen trees of the
estate landscapes highlight their rugged qualities.
The winding public roads to the north, south and east of the
WLA provide a variety of views, where the elevation and
steepness of the awe-inspiring mountain backdrop can be
appreciated by many people at relatively close range.
The jagged profile and vertical rock faces of the Tarmachan ridge provide a strong sense of awe,
emphasised by the strong contrast with the Lochan na Lairige dam and reservoir on the road below.

These rugged mountains are steep and exposed, with rock
outcrops, broken crags and scree. At lower levels the tussocky
grass and heather with boggy sections make the going hard,
especially once away from the more frequently used walkers’
paths and tracks. As a result, access to the mountains is
potentially high risk and physically demanding, needing
comparatively long walks to reach the interior which also
enhances the sense of remoteness.



The wild land area appears to form part of a larger mountain range and its extent is
difficult to appreciate

The lower slopes generally prevent views across the
area and, from the surrounding glens and passes,
the extent of this WLA is sometimes unclear.
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It is often experienced in combination with the adjacent WLAs including the Breadalbane-Schiehallion
WLA (10) and Ben Lawers WLA (12) and in places these appear to form part of the same mountain range,
so increasing the apparent extent and adding to the arresting qualities of each.

From the tops and higher slopes, views of isolated buildings and improved fields, hydro infrastructure,
tracks and forest plantations in Glens Lochay and Lyon do affect the sense of remoteness and sanctuary,
but the eye is drawn more by the vast mountain landscape that seems to extend well beyond the limits
of this WLA. There is a noticeable absence of views of wind farms from much of the area and those that
can be seen are sufficiently distant not to impose noticeably on its wild land qualities.

The extent of the area is more evident to the south, where
views of large forest plantations along Glen Dochart interrupt
longer mountain views.
From lower-lying areas or amongst hummocky moorland within
the WLA, there is a stronger sense of enclosure and fewer clues
as to its extent. Without long distance views, there is more
focus on nearby details, contributing to a greater sense of
remoteness and sanctuary.



A strong sense of naturalness with dramatic landform and little evidence of
contemporary land use

The WLA contains some massive and awe inspiring corries, Ushaped valleys and hummocky landform. The exposed rock,
crags, cliffs and scree of the ridges and corries emphasise the
sense of naturalness and the strong influence of geological
processes within the landscape.
Where rock is not exposed, the mountains support arctic-alpine
vegetation, whilst lower slopes are covered by a mosaic of
rough grass, heather and bracken. Bog vegetation dominates
on flatter ground and there are some small areas of native
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woodland and scattered trees on lower slopes and in gullies that also contribute to the sense of
naturalness.
Sheep graze throughout and stock fences, some of which are redundant, extend high up the mountain
sides. Some small exclosures for native woodland expansion have a localised effect on the sense of
naturalness, especially when located within narrow glens where they are less visible from the
surrounding area. Fencing in open ground can be more prominent, indicating active management of
grazing regimes and introducing linear human artefacts that that contrast with the rugged landform.



A readily accessible area, but with a surprisingly strong sense of remoteness within the
interior

No part of the WLA is far from a public road, but views of roads are screened by steep slopes, hummocky
landform and woodland, and there is very little sound of road traffic to diminish the strong sense of
remoteness and isolation. The relative absence of human artefacts within the mountainous interior
contributes to the strong sense of remoteness and sanctuary.
Other than walkers’ paths and cairns, some ATV tracks and occasional stock fences there are few human
artefacts within the mountainous interior. Away from the well-used routes that lead to the Munros and
follow ridgelines, there are areas with no paths or tracks at all,
providing a stronger sense of solitude and risk.
Where moorland slopes are gentler or less exposed, old stone
shielings and enclosures are common, providing reminders of
past use of the land. They are usually small, isolated features,
often barely distinguishable as human artefacts and with little
effect on the sense of remoteness and sanctuary.
Some watercourses are managed for hydro power. Although
the concrete structures have discoloured over time, helping to
reduce the contrast against exposed rock, the straight lines of exposed pipelines, safety railings and the
glint of reflected light from water make these more noticeable as human artefacts within open parts of
the landscape.
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A series of constructed tracks provide access to a disused
quarry at the mouth of Coire Fionn Lairige and also to hydro
intakes on the slopes above Loch Tay, providing easy access to
the Tarmachan ridge for walkers and affecting the sense of
remoteness and risk. Although the older tracks leading to these
structures are well integrated, the infrastructure has a
cumulative effect on the sense of sanctuary and remoteness
within this part of the WLA.
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