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Context  

One of four WLAs in Wester Ross, extending over 318 km2 from Red Point in the west to Kinlochewe in 
the east.  Flanked by main roads to the north and south east, and otherwise minor roads and the coast 
(it is one of only three mainland WLAs that are partly defined by the coast), it is relatively distant from 
large population centres. 

The area includes a range of steep, high, rocky mountains, glens and corries in the east; these extend 
into a wide expanse of open peatland and lochans with isolated mountains within the central area, 
which then merges gradually into peatland and rocky cnocan to the west coast and sea.  This variety 
reflects the underlying geology, with the high mountains being formed of bands of Torridonian 
Sandstone overlain by younger Cambrian quartzite (particularly prominent as a light grey scree on Beinn 
Eighe), whilst the cnocan in the north reflects underlying Lewisian gneiss.  These rocks were eroded and 
shaped during glaciation and by later fluvial activity.  

Land within the WLA is almost entirely uninhabited and managed mainly for nature conservation, 
recreation, stalking, fishing and grazing.  This is influenced by the National Trust for Scotland’s (NTS) 
ownership of the Torridon Estate and SNH’s ownership of most of Beinn Eighe National Nature Reserve 
(NNR).  This extends over the east of the WLA and was established originally to protect the largest 
fragment of ancient Caledonian pinewood in north-west Scotland - Coille na Glas Leitiri. 

The WLA attracts relatively high numbers of people, partly due to visitor facilities just outside the area, 
such as the Youth Hostel and campsite in Torridon, the NNR visitor centre, roadside parking along Loch 
Maree, and the parking area at Red Point.  Many visitors tour the edge of the area along the A896, the 
A832 and the B8056, as well as the minor road between Torridon and Lower Diabaig.  Others explore 
further into the interior, which can be accessed via different paths.  These include long, low level routes 
across the remote peatland, paths through the glens and up into the mountain corries, ascents of the 
high mountains and ridge walks (the area includes six Munros and five Corbetts), and an elevated path 
along the coast. 

A large part of the WLA is designated for nature conservation, including Special Protection Areas, Special 
Areas for Conservation, SSSIs and the Beinn Eighe NNR.  The scenic qualities of the WLA are also 
recognised by the inclusion of its central and eastern part within the Wester Ross National Scenic Area 
whose description notes ‘…much of the mountain landscape is renowned for being wild and remote, with 
a natural vegetation cover and few, if any, buildings or structures’. ii 

The WLA is located adjacent to other areas of wild land, divided by just narrow glens and/or lochs.  This 
means, where intervening human elements are screened by the landform, the peatland and mountains 
seem to continue uninterrupted into a series of landform horizons extending far into the distance.  This 
relationship is particularly strong with the Fisherfield – Letterewe - Fannichs WLA (28) to the north east 
and the Coulin and Ledgowan Forest WLA (26) to the south, as well as to the sea to the north west.  
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Key attributes and qualities of the wild land area  
 

 An extraordinary collection of very high, steep, arresting mountains – all very individual 
in profile and showing a predominance of bare rock 

The eastern part of this WLA contains a collection of steep and rugged mountains that are distinct in 
their profile and awe-inspiring in their vertical scale, jagged ridgelines and striking geological features.  
They indicate a strong influence of natural processes, such as glaciation and fluvial activity, which 
contribute to the sense of naturalness; for example corries, pyramidal peaks, rock buttresses, moraine, 
and dynamic rivers and waterfalls.  This perception of naturalness is reinforced by a high degree of 
exposed rock that creates a ‘raw’ image. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The mountains are high, steep, open, and physically 
challenging to ascend, with resulting exposure and high risk, 
especially upon the vertical cliffs and horizontal ledges of 
Liathach and Beinn Alligin and the loose quartzite scree of 
Beinn Eighe.   

In addition to the mountain peaks and glens, the eastern 
upland area includes elevated rocky plateaux that are very 
exposed and include a number of hidden lochs tucked into the 
landform.  Here, there is a lack of human artefacts and 
evidence of contemporary land use and a strong sense of 
remoteness, naturalness and sanctuary. 

 Glens contain the main routes through the mountains, their steep side slopes appearing 
arresting and in some places harbouring distinctive native woodland  

Deep U-shaped glens cut through the mountains, with their steep side slopes creating framed views 
through the landscape.  Routes through these glens offer an opportunity to experience the arresting 
slopes, cliffs and buttresses of the mountains that tower above.   
This is often enhanced by these features being so steep that it 
is possible to get in close to their bases.  Some glens also 
possess strong qualities of remoteness and sanctuary, as the 
adjacent mountains screen outside views; for example, as 
experienced along the path through Coire Dubh Mòr and into 
Coire Mhic Fhearchair around the ‘back’ of Beinn Eighe, or 
through Coire Mhic Nòbuil around the north side of Liathach.    

The road corridor through Glen Torridon, just outside the WLA boundary, allows motorists and cyclists 
to also experience the arresting qualities of mountain slopes towering above, although the road 
corridor has local effects in combination with powerlines, fences and isolated forest blocks.   This 
corridor runs between what is otherwise a very strong relationship between this WLA and the Coulin 
and Ledgowan WLA (26) to the south, reinforced by the strong similarity of landform and rock cover 
between Beinn Eighe and Sgurr Dubh, and between Liathach and Seana Mheallan.   
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In contrast to the long views along the line of the glens, the 
side slopes limit visibility in other directions and provide 
shelter, which can contribute to the sense of sanctuary.  Where 
the glens cut through the mountains, and especially where 
there is the meeting of more than one glen and/or an open 
loch, it is easier to appreciate the individual mountain profiles 
(some of which vary from one side to another).  In these 
locations, the juxtaposition of the mountains and glens/lochs 
highlights the distinctive qualities of each, contributing to a 
strong sense of awe. 

From the high and steep mountain slopes and tops adjacent to the glens, views of the vertical drop 
below into the glen floor can seem dizzying and arresting, with perceived high risk.  Some of these 
elevated views around the margins of the WLA also include human artefacts and evidence of 
contemporary land use within the glens below which appear prominent due to their contrast in line or 
colour against the backdrop.  Views of these elements clearly indicate the limited extent of the WLA, 
although their effects on the wild land qualities is limited where the elements are concentrated within 
the glen floors and do not appear to extend up the mountain slopes.  

Loch Maree lies just outside the northern edge of this WLA - its 
southern shore visited by many people via the A832 and a 
number of roadside parking areas.  Many people access the 
WLA from this edge, particularly along the NNR Woodland and 
Mountain Trails that offer elevated views into the area, with 
the awe-inspiring qualities of the surrounding mountains 
accentuated by the large loch below. 

Some of the steep north-facing slopes of Loch Maree that lie 
within the WLA are vegetated with ancient Caledonian 
woodland, including Coille na Glas Leitir - 'wood of the grey 
slope'.  This comprises mainly pine and birch trees, with the 
eldest seeming awe-inspiring in their striking vertical forms.  In 
addition to trees, the woodland includes a wide range of 
mosses, liverworts, lichens and fungi, which also contribute to 
the sense of naturalness. 

Settlement, crofting and estate activity tends to be focused 
just outside the WLA within the glens or around the loch 
shores and coast, relating to both access and better growing 
conditions, and resulting in a range of human artefacts and  
evidence of contemporary land use, including buildings, power 
lines, roads or tracks, and fences.  In some places these 
elements appear isolated, concentrated and/or low-key, so 
their effects are localised; however, in other locations, 
elements can seem more extensive or have cumulative effects 
that seem to encroach further upon the wild land qualities 
within the WLA. 

 A wide open, simple, awe-inspiring peatland interior where there are strong qualities of 
sanctuary and solitude and from which rise isolated, steep arresting hills 

The central and western part of this WLA includes a wide expanse of open peatland.  The interior of this 
is awe-inspiring at a broad scale in its simplicity of composition, horizontal emphasis, open space and 
‘wide skies’, with human artefacts and contemporary land use rarely seen.  There are a few low-key 
paths through the area from which these qualities can be experienced, for example between Shieldaig 
and Loch a’ Bhealaich and between Loch Bad an Sgalaig and Poca Buidhe.  Nonetheless, challenging 
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access in addition to long distances result in a strong sense of remoteness.  The area is visited by few 
people and, in combination with its perceived ‘emptiness’, there is also a strong perception of solitude 
and sanctuary. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Within the central area of peatland there are some isolated, 
steep-sided and rocky mountains – the most prominent of 
these being Baosbheinn, Beinn an Eòin and Beinn a’ Chearcaill.  
These are not as high or massive as the eastern mountains; 
nonetheless, their prominence and isolation means they 
appear awe inspiring. 

The juxtaposition of the peatland with both the isolated mountains and the larger range of mountains in 
the east highlight the strong contrast of form between these and the arresting qualities of each.  In 
addition, it means the mountains offer aerial views of their low-lying surroundings.  These views reveal 
the wide expanse and ‘emptiness’ across most of the peatland interior, appearing to extend all the way 
to the coast and the open sea beyond.  In contrast, they also reveal human artefacts or evidence of 
contemporary land use where this is seen just outside the WLA, indicating the limited extent of the area. 

The peatland includes a mosaic of rough vegetation in addition to rivers, pools, lochs, lochans and bog, 
whose distribution is difficult to discern at ground level, but which can be seen more clearly from 
adjacent hills.  This composition contributes to the ruggedness at a local level as well as the perceived 
sense of naturalness, physical challenge and risk, as it is difficult to cross the area. 

There is an area of cnocan in the north east of the WLA which is more undulating and rocky than the 
adjacent peatland.  From here, outward views are largely screened by the landform, resulting in a 
greater sense of seclusion, sense of remoteness and sanctuary, even within short distances from the 
WLA margins, as human artefacts and contemporary land use outside the area are concealed. 

 An open peatland coast where expansive views over the sea contribute to remoteness 
and perceived naturalness and awe   

In contrast to the coast north and south of the WLA, which is 
predominantly lined by settlement and roads, the western 
edge of this area’s peatland extends all the way to the sea.  
The gently undulating landform limits inland views, but wide 
panoramas exist to the west and south west over the sea 
expanse which contributes strongly to remoteness and the 
sense of naturalness, exposure and perceived awe.   

These qualities are experienced by a relatively large number of walkers, as there is a good footpath 
between Red Point and Lower Diabaig, and a MBA bothy at Craig.  Despite its remoteness, views from 
this coast are not devoid of human artefacts and contemporary land use, including towards the crofting 
at Red Point and, at much further distance, to the north Applecross crofting townships.  At closer 
proximity to the coast, there is also a prominent fish farm near Sgeir Dùghaill and occasional boat 
activity and noise associated with this.    
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