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SAC Terms of Reference and appointments 
 
 
Purpose 
 

1. This paper updates the Committee on work reviewing the terms of reference (ToR) for 
the Committee, and for the Expert Panel. 

 
Action 
 

2. The Committee is asked to note the work that has been undertaken. 
 

Preparation of the paper 
 

3. The paper was written by Sarah Hutcheon and Des Thompson, has been commented 
on by Bob Furness, and is sponsored by Sally Thomas. 

 
Background 
 

4. The ToR for the Committee were reviewed in early 2020 and the SNH Board signed 
them off at their May 2020 meeting.  These are now available on the NatureScot 
website https://www.nature.scot/scientific-advisory-committee-terms-reference. 
 

5. The ToR for the SAC Expert Panel are currently being reviewed, and will be taken to 
the October 2020 Board for sign off.  The main change proposed regards clarifying 
the period of appointment to the panel, to bring it in line with Committee membership.  
The current ToRs state that the appointment would normally be for three years.  A 
clarification will be added that this may be extended to up to 6 years. The planned 
revisions are shown in Annex 1. 
 

6. Currently, we have a number of panel members who have served for a considerable 
number of years (and very effectively), whereas more recent appointments have been 
on a three year basis.  We have recently offered renewals to those members whose 
three year terms were coming to an end, and we have also offered a one year 
extension to those members with longer standing appointments. 
 

7. We plan to run a recruitment exercise next year to seek new panel members to 
replace those whose appointments will end next year, and possibly to meet further 
needs.  There is no limit on the size of the panel, and we continue to get a wide 
ranging and valued service from members. 
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