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NATURESCOT 
 
SCIENTIFIC ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 
Strategic Evidence Needs – a refresh 
 
 
Purpose 
 

1. This paper updates the Committee on work underway to refresh the SNH Strategic 
Evidence Needs document. 

 
Action 
 

2. The Committee is asked to note the work planned. 
 

Preparation of the paper 
 

3. The paper was written by Sarah Hutcheon and Des Thompson, and is sponsored by 
Sally Thomas. 

 
Background 
 

4. At the first joint Board/Committee meeting in January 2018, members discussed 
SNH’s evidence needs to support delivery of the Corporate Plan.  These discussions 
were developed further at the following Committee meetings and with staff.   A 
research priorities paper was presented at the second joint Board/Committee meeting 
in January 2019.   
 

5. The Strategic Evidence Needs (SEN) document created through this work was taken 
to the March SAC in 2019 and then signed off by the Board in May, and published 
https://www.nature.scot/naturescots-strategic-evidence-needs.  This has been well 
received, notably by Scottish Government officials and SEFARI colleagues. 
 

6. The SEN is used to inform decisions around research work and to promote our 
evidence needs with partners. 
 

7. It was always envisaged that the document would need regular revision to keep it up 
to date.  In the last 18 months the Scottish Government has declared a climate 
emergency, the highly influential IPBES report on biodiversity loss has been 
published, and Covid-19 has affected the world.  Discussions on a green recovery 
from the pandemic that helps us address the twin challenges of climate change and 
biodiversity loss are ongoing.  Hence, we need to refresh our evidence needs in this 
context. 
 

https://www.nature.scot/naturescots-strategic-evidence-needs
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8. In addition, the NatureScot Board is considering what the next Corporate Plan will 
look like and this will further inform our evidence needs.  We are also in discussion 
with Scottish Government over the form of the next RESAS research programme 
(updates https://twitter.com/sgresas?lang=en), and provided a framework on priorities 
for biodiversity research for this.  We also work with SEFARI partners 
https://sefari.scot/ over research needs, most recently to inform the green recovery. 
 

9. Our Activity Managers have been asked to consider the content of the SEN document 
and to consider any changes in our evidence needs to reflect the above drivers.  We 
will then revise the SEN and take it to the Board for approval, having first sought 
comments from the Chair of the Committee (who wrote the Foreword to the SEN). 
 

 
 
Contact: 
 
Sarah Hutcheon    Sarah.hutcheon@nature.scot 
 
Des Thompson    Des.thompson@nature.scot 
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