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SCIENTIFIC ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 
Update on sub-groups 
 
Purpose 
 

1. This paper updates the Committee on the work of its sub-groups, building on the 
earlier paper SAC/2020/03/Info04. 

 
Action 
 

2. The Committee is asked to note the update. 
 

Preparation of the paper 
 

3. The paper was written by Des Thompson and Sarah Hutcheon, and is sponsored by 
Sally Thomas. 

 
Background 
 

4. Paper SAC/2020/03/Info04 provided the background on work by our sub-groups.  
These review our work and provide advice from Committee and Expert Panel 
members on novel, contentious or complex matters.  The sub-committees contain at 
least two Committee members (one of whom chairs the sub-group) and two Expert 
Panel members as the core, supported by a Secretary.  Some sub-groups also have 
expert members from outwith NatureScot.  Depending on the Terms of Reference, the 
sub-groups report to the Board, to the Committee, or to staff. 
 

5. This paper provides an update on proposed/existing sub-groups.  Annex A is a 
tracker we shall use for updating progress. 
 

Existing sub-groups 
 

6. One sub-group has just reported to the Committee: ‘Monitoring and Surveillance 
requirements for Protected Areas and surrounding landscapes to inform post-
2020 reporting’ (chaired by Ruth Mitchell). It met on 17-18th September 2019 (and 
reported on progress verbally to the Committee on 26th September), and again on 4th 
March 2020.  On the 3rd March the sub-group worked with SNH in hosting a workshop 
to develop priorities for addressing connections between the IPBES drivers and the 
state of nature.  In June 2019 the Board commissioned the Protected Areas 
Committee (PAC) to undertake work in response to a ‘Deep Dive’ paper on the 
‘Future Direction for Protected Areas’.  This will be informed by the SAC sub-group’s 
report. 
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7. The Aichi Targets sub-group (chaired by Bob Furness) has very helpfully worked 
with staff in developing the annual reports to government (UK and Scottish 
governments) on the 20 Aichi targets.  The 2019 draft report is with Scottish 
Government for final comment. 

8. The MPA sub group (chaired by Bob Furness) considers NatureScot’s draft advice to 
Scottish Ministers following the review of submissions to consultations on possible 
MPAs. 
 

New Sub-groups 
 

9. The Foveran sub-group was set up in response to a request for advice from the 
PAC  on the denotification of Foveran Links SSSI.  Details are given in Annex A. 

 
10. We formed a Genetics sub-group, with four Expert Panel members, who have all 

agreed to serve on the group (Annex A).  This is not a Committee sub-group in the 
formal sense (does not have Committee members), but will work with staff to develop 
our Genetics Framework. 
 
 

Contact: 
 
Des Thompson    Des.thompson@nature.scot 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Annex A.  Committee Sub-group tracker. 
 
September 2020 
 

SAC Sub- 
group 

Task set Membership Date set up Progress 
update 

How advice has 
been used 

Monitoring 
and 
Surveillance 

Advise on 
existing and 
proposed 
approaches 

Ruth Mitchell 
(chair), Jerry 
Wilson, 
Sarah 
Woodin, Phil 
Boulcott, 
James 
Pearce-
Higgins, 
Andy Nisbet, 
Beth Scott 

March 2019 Draft report 
submitted to 
Committee, 
September 
2020 

Will be key report on 
directing 
surveillance and 
monitoring, with 
Implementation Plan 
being devised 
subject to 
Committee’s advice 

Aichi 
Reporting 

QA of the 
Scottish 
reports 

Bob Furness 
(chair), Ruth 
Mitchell, 
Jerry Wilson, 
Aileen Mill  

September 
2017 

Commented 
on revised 
2019 

Report with SG for 
sign-off.  One more 
report to be provided 
to conclude the Aichi 
reporting process 

MPA  Report to 
PAC as 

Bob Furness, 
Aileen Mill, 

2013? Not met 
since last 
meeting 
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requested on 
consultations 

Ben Wilson, 
Beth Scott 

Genetics Advise staff 
on 
development 
of novel 
genetics 
framework 

Josephine 
Pemberton, 
Pete 
Hollingsworth
, Richard 
Ennos, Rob 
Ogden   

March 2019 Reviewed 
Aichi target 
13 reporting 
in April 2020 

Advice was used to 
assure Aichi 
Reporting subgroup 
of robustness of 
Target 13 reporting 

Foveran Request for 
advice from 
the PAC  on 
the 
denotification 
of Foveran 
Links SSSI 

Martin Price 
(Chair), Ruth 
Mitchell, 
Sarah 
Woodin, 
Chris Ellis, 
Pat Doody 

5/20 The group 
met three 
times and is 
currently 
drafting a 
report for the 
PAC. 

Advice will be 
provided to the PAC, 
to inform its 
decision. 

 
 


