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Proposal for CBD Aichi report 2020 
 

Purpose 

1. SNH (and most recently NatureScot) has drafted annual/biannual reports on 
Scotland’s progress against the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) Aichi 
targets since 2016. The latest report (for 2019) will be published shortly.  This paper 
proposes a format for a final report. 

 

Action 

2. The Committee is asked to: 
i) Comment on the proposed format of the 2020 Aichi report; and 

ii) Suggest case studies for inclusion. 
 

Preparation 
 

3. The paper was prepared by David O’Brien and Simon Foster, and is sponsored by 
Eileen Stuart. 
 

Background 

4. In 2010 at Nagoya in the Aichi Prefecture of Japan, the CBD set twenty global 
biodiversity targets (the Aichi targets) for 2020. As a signatory to the CBD, the UK 
committed to reporting on progress. The Scottish Government also requires a full 
assessment on Aichi targets by the end of 2020. The Scottish Biodiversity Strategy: 
2020 Challenge for Scotland’s Biodiversity provides the strategic direction to meet 
these targets and identifies metrics for reporting on targets at both UK and Scottish 
levels. One further report is relevant – Scottish Biodiversity Strategy: report to 
Parliament 2017 to 2019 – which is detailed in a separate Committee paper. 

 
5. NatureScot leads on developing and reporting on the CBD for Scotland which will 

ensure we are able to describe the contribution Scotland has made to international 
biodiversity targets. Our reports are designed to reflect conditions in Scotland, whilst 
at the same time showing our global contribution. A Committee sub-group has very 
helpfully provided QA and wider inputs to these reports. In 2018 Scotland became 
the first nation to submit a report on all 20 targets to the CBD (this was formally 
recognised by the CBD Secretariat). Scotland is currently on target to meet nine of 
the 20 targets, with the remaining 11 making progress, but insufficient to meet the 
target by 2020 (Annex 1, Table 1). 

 
6. The latest UK report was submitted in March 2019 and is available on the CBD 

website. The format and content were heavily influenced by the Scottish draft report. 

https://www.cbd.int/sp/targets/
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0042/00425276.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/world/gb/gb-nr-oth-p2-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/world/gb/gb-nr-oth-p2-en.pdf


Its findings are generally similar to those of the Scottish report, though some of the 
indicators reflect a different level of progress (Annex 1, Table 2). 

 
 

Proposal 

7. Up to this point, we have prepared an annual/biannual update on progress against 
the Aichi targets from 2016 onwards. The material within the report is refreshed in a 
similar format to the original version. This is a time-consuming process and it is 
difficult to be sure how much traction the report has. By contrast, the three-yearly 
State of Nature (SoN) report receives extensive coverage in both the media and the 
Scottish Parliament.  The latest SoN report included sizeable contributions from 
NatureScot staff and is regarded by NGOs and Government as a commendably 
agreed evidence base. 

 
8. We propose that we learn from the SoN process and produce a short report in 

December 2020. The report will acknowledge those targets on which we have fallen 
short, while showing the efforts we have made to address the challenges, and also 
celebrate the efforts in meeting those targets we have.  In this way, we will be both 
candid and engaging. 

 
9. For each target, there will be an assessment that shows Scotland’s progress 

compared with the European Union and the rest of the world. There will be a 
summary of the related Scottish Biodiversity Strategy Priority Projects to provide 
evidence of efforts to attain the target. There will then be a case study from one of 
the Priority Projects.  Annex 2 contains a mock-up of a target report, and we would 
value comments on its layout and components. 

 
 
 
Contact: 

David O’Brien  david.obrien@nature.scot 

Simon Foster  simon.foster@nature.scot 

 

18 August 2020 

  

https://www.nature.scot/state-nature-scotland-report-2019
mailto:david.obrien@nature.scot
mailto:simon.foster@nature.scot


Annex 1 

Table 1. Summary status for Aichi Targets in 2016. 

 

Aichi target 
status 

Aichi Target 
No of Aichi 
target 
accounts 

exceeded 

 

 

0 

On track 

 

A1 Awareness raising 
A2 Biodiversity values integrated 
B8 Pollution reduced 
C13 Genetic diversity maintained 
D15 15% degraded ecosystems restored 
D16 Nagoya Protocol  
E17 National biodiversity Strategy and action plan 
E18 Traditional knowledge respected  
E19 Knowledge improved, shared and applied 

9 

Insufficient 
information/ 
progress 

 

A3 incentives reformed 
A4 Sustainable consumption and production 
B5 Habitat loss halved or reduced  
B6 Sustainable management – marine 
B7 Sustainable agriculture, aquaculture and forestry 
B9 Invasive prevented and controlled 
B10 Pressures on vulnerable ecosystems reduced 
C11 Protected areas increased and improved 
C12 Extinction prevented 
D14 Ecosystem and services safeguarded  
E20 Financial resources increased 

11 

No 
progress 

 

 

0 

Moving 
away 

 

 

0 

To be 
decided 

 
0 

 
 
  
 
  



Table 2. Comparison with UK and previous Scottish assessments. 
 

Target Scottish 
assessment 
2017 

Scottish 
assessment 
(draft) 2018 

Scottish 
assessment 
(draft) 2019 

UK submitted 
assessment 
to CBD 2018  

Reason for 
difference/ 
comments 

A1 
Awareness 
increased 

    

Higher levels of 
reported 
awareness and 
inolvement in 
Scotland 

A2 
Biodiversity 
values 
integrated 

    

 

A3 
Incentives 
reformed 

    

 

A4 
Sustainable 
consumption 
and 
production 

    

 

B5 Habitat 
loss halved 
or reduced 

    

 

B6 
Sustainable 
management 
– marine     

 

B7 
Sustainable 
agriculture, 
aquaculture 
& forestry 

    

 

B8 Pollution 
reduced 

    

Overall status of 
Scotland’s air and 
water (SEPA data) 
show high levels of 
sustained  
improvement 

B9 invasive 
species 
prevented & 
controlled     

 

B10 
Pressures on 
vulnerable 
ecosystems 
reduced 

    

 



Target Scottish 
assessment 
2017 

Scottish 
assessment 
(draft) 2018 

Scottish 
assessment 
(draft) 2019 

UK submitted 
assessment 
to CBD 2018  

Reason for 
difference/ 
comments 

C11 
Protected 
areas 
increased 
and 
improved 

    

The status of this 
target has been 
revised downwards 
due to decline in 
the proportion of 
protected sites in 
favourable or 
recovering 
condition 

C12 
Extinction 
prevented 

    

 

C13 Genetic 
diversity 
maintained 

    

UK focus is solely 
on “cultivated 
plants and farmed 
and domesticated 
animals and wild 
relatives,” c.f. 
Scotland which 
includes “other 
socio-economically 
as well as culturally 
valuable species.”  

D14 
Ecosystems 
& services 
safeguarded     

 

D15 
Ecosystems 
restored & 
resilience 
enhanced 

    

UK report relies 
heavily on 
Scotland’s 
peatland 
contribution, which 
covers a smaller 
proportion of UK as 
a whole 

D16 Nagoya 
protocol in 
force & 
operational 

    

 

E17 NBS & 
AP adopted 
as policy 
instruments 

    

JNCC felt that the 
combined work of 
the Devolved 
Administratoins, 
the Overseas 
territories and the 
overall international 
work exceded what 
the Convention 
calls for  



Target Scottish 
assessment 
2017 

Scottish 
assessment 
(draft) 2018 

Scottish 
assessment 
(draft) 2019 

UK submitted 
assessment 
to CBD 2018  

Reason for 
difference/ 
comments 

E18 
Traditional 
knowledge 
respected 

   

 NOT 
REPORTED 

DEFRA and FCO 
feel indigenous 
peoples category 
not applicable 

E19 
Knowledge 
improved, 
shared & 
applied 

    

 

E20 
Financial 
resources 
increased 

 

   

UK focusses on 
money which goes 
to biodiversity 
projects in 
developing 
countries, rather 
than funding within 
the country 

 
 
 
 
 
  



Annex 2 

AICHI TARGET 1 – AWARENESS INCREASED 

 

By 2020, at the latest, people are aware of the values of biodiversity and 
the steps they can take to conserve and use it sustainably. 
 
Biodiversity awareness in Scotland is currently measured at 
around 71%. There are a large number of organisations 
actively seeking to promote biodiversity and help raise the 
awareness of conservation and sustainable use of 
biodiversity.  
 

 
 

For more information 

Detailed summaries of progress towards this target can be found at: 
https://www.nature.scot/aichi-targets-interim-reports-2016-2017-2018 
 
What are we doing 

0%0%5%

48%

47%

0%

Target 1

Unknown moving away no progress insufficient rate meeting target exceeding target

Priority Projects Relevance Status 

PP5 – More people 
experiencing and enjoying 
nature 

Increase regular visits and active travel in 
greenspace through improved infrastructure, 
information, and campaigns, and the provision of 
activities and events. 

 

PP6 – Taking learning 
outdoors 

100 schools in the 20% most disadvantaged areas 
across Scotland have access to quality greenspace 
for outdoor learning.  

PP7 – Developing Scotland’s 
natural health service 

Improve greenspace quality and use on at least one 
hospital or health care facility in each NHS Health 
Board in mainland Scotland. ✓ 

https://www.nature.scot/aichi-targets-interim-reports-2016-2017-2018


 

Case study – Scotland’s Natural Health Service 

The Our Natural Health Service programme is 

led by NatureScot, with key national partners 
including Public Health Scotland, Scottish 
Forestry and Transport Scotland.  
 

Our Natural Health Service aims to: 

- make better use of Scotland’s natural 
environment as a resource to improve health and wellbeing through being more active 
and spending time outdoors; 

- mainstream green exercise into health and social care policy 
and practice; 

- build capacity and participation within communities. 
 

Further information - www.naturalhealthservice.scot 
 
Dundee Green Health Partnership 
 
The Dundee Green Health Partnership was 
launched in 2019. Dundee Green Health 
Partnership (DGHP) is testing innovative ways to 
address health inequalities and mental health and 
physical well-being through the use of nature 
based interventions. The GHP is a partnership 
between NHS Tayside, Dundee City Council, 
academics, local services who deliver nature 
based interventions and local communities. The 
network is growing since its inception in June 
2018. The aim is to connect people and 
greenspaces through the primary perspective of 
health improvement.  Dundee offers several nature 
based interventions on a weekly basis catering for 
a variety of different target groups, cancer, obesity, 
amputee, mental health, elderly, diabetes, military 
veterans and people suffering from loneliness and social isolation. This vision in Scotland for 
‘Our Natural Health Service’ is to mainstream these kinds of approaches and that is what the 
Dundee Partnership are also signed up to. It is critically important that we maximise the 
health benefits, these activities provide and develop new ones where there is demand.  
 
Getting outdoors and experiencing nature can make a real difference towards our health. To 
help support nature based initiatives a pilot programme of green health prescriptions has 
been trialled at three Dundee medial practices. In 2019 81 prescriptions were issued.  
 
After developing COPD and arthritis Robert found that losing his ability to be as active as he 
used to be strongly impacted his mental health. He has gained weight and is now at the 
point where he is trying to improve his health and develop healthy routines again. He has 
attended a ReDiscover Dundee taster session and cycle ride and from there has gone on to 
self-refer to the Green Health Prescription. Robert is keen to join in Rediscover Dundee led 
rides on a regular basis and after the consultation with the Green Health Development 
Officer Robert has more information about cycle hires for personal use in Dundee. 
 

http://www.naturalhealthservice.scot/

