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SNH Board/SAC meeting 

28th January 2020, SNH Silvan House, Edinburgh 

 

Attendees:  

SNH Board Members - Mike Cantlay (Chair), Angus Campbell, Ian Gillies, Kate Broughton, 
Jackie Hyland, Aoife Martin (items 2 - 6), Susan Murray (item 6). 

SAC Members - Bob Furness, Ruth Mitchell, Martin Price, Jeremy Wilson, Aileen Mill.  

Externals - Ben Wilson, Beth Scott, Andrew Millar (items 2 - 6). 

SNH Staff – Francesca Osowska (items 4 – 6), Sally Thomas, Jason Ormiston, Graham 
Boyle, Clive Mitchell, Des Thompson, Katie Gillham (items 1- 4), Paul Sizeland (items 5 & 6), 
Arthur Keller (items 5 & 6), Caitlin Orr (items 1 – 4), Elana Bader (items 5 & 6), Sara Lewis, 
Sarah Hutcheon, Paul Robertson (minutes).   

Apologies: Cath Denholm (Board), Neil Metcalfe (SAC), Dan Haydon (SAC), Colin Moffat 
(SG Chief Scientific Adviser, Marine).  

 

1. Welcome 

The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting and the attendees were asked to introduce 
themselves to the group 

 

2. Developing Approaches to Marine Science and Monitoring: Overview of work on 
the Scottish Marine Science Strategy, Scottish MPA Monitoring Strategy 
 
Katie Gillham, Head of Marine Ecosystems in SNH, gave a presentation on SNH’s 
marine science and monitoring work.  She described how we work in collaboration with 
other organisations, especially Marine Scotland.  The Scottish Marine Science Delivery 
Group is developing a high level vision with an implementation plan to follow.   

Katie outlined progress with the following reports –  

 UK Marine Strategy –the high priority list has been published and no current 
date as to when the full report will be published. 

 Scottish Marine Science Strategy – still at the early stages of this with the 
ideas/visions still being developed.  

 The Scottish MPA monitoring strategy is still on-going. 
 The second Scottish Marine Atlas is being finalised and will be published 

summer 2020. Scotland is leading the way with this work. There is an 
expectation that this will be used as the marine state of the environment 
report in Scotland. 
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Climate change leading to sea level rises and increased coastal erosion are both being 
looked at by SNH coastal geomorphologists as part of this work.  

 

3. Developing Approaches to Marine Science and Monitoring: Community-led 
Marine Monitoring 
 
Caitlin Orr, a project officer in the Marine Ecosystems team gave a presentation on 
community led marine monitoring.  

 
Caitlin described the citizen science project that we are running with funding from the 
William Grant Foundation.  It seeks to take a different approach to citizen science, 
developing bottom-up through a place-based approach rather than being launched as a 
top down national or international initiative.  The new community-monitoring handbook 
that Caitlin has been working with community groups to produce will be published in 
February. Caitlin outlined the barriers to community participation which the handbook, 
and the project are seeking address. These are information and knowledge, equipment, 
and data infrastructure.  
 
The local communities are involved in developing the work and shown how to use the 
survey equipment needed. This means they are able to see the wildlife that is present 
under the sea in their local areas, are involved with collecting data and seeing what this 
will be used for.  
 
Maintaining interest from community groups was discussed.  In this project we have 
involved community groups in determining where to survey and provided information on 
where survey would be most useful eg resurvey to look for changes.  We have been 
clear from the start about how the data will be used and the QA processes needed.   We 
have found that the communities are happy with this if we are clear with what will 
happen.  We have looked to include local groups in the analysis of the data where 
possible.  
 
It was agreed that the approach taken in this project to improve the links between 
science and local communities was very valuable. It was agreed that there was much to 
learn between marine and terrestrial approaches and that a Sharing Good Practice 
event might be helpful to share knowledge. 
 
In relation to wider marine work, a question was asked about blue carbon.  There has 
been a lot of recent interest in the marine environment and climate change, in particular 
with kelp forests being an important carbon store. These are starting to be lost further 
south in Europe (Spain and Portugal) with warmer waters but will continue to provide an 
important role around Scotland. In marine terms the focus is on removal of pressure on 
carbon stores, rather than active restoration, such as peatland restoration, in the 
terrestrial environment. 
 
It was noted that in the terrestrial environment NGOs are often involved in carrying out 
survey and monitoring.  It was suggested that there could be benefits from bringing 
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together bodies involved in survey and monitoring in the marine and terrestrial 
environments to learn from each other.   

 

4. Habitat Map of Scotland 

Susan Watt, Protected Areas and Surveillance Officer, gave a presentation on the 
Habitat Map of Scotland (HabMoS). 

We have made great progress with HabMoS but we still have significant challenges to 
overcome. In particular 2.7 million hectares of the Scottish uplands where the mapping 
is at a lower resolution currently limits the potential applications for the map. The 
technology is available to complete HabMos, but the resource required is currently 
unavailable. 

We are using innovative technology (3-D infra-red aerial imagery interpretation) to 
create habitat maps for 7 Special Areas of Conservation. This technology has been 
used extensively in Sweden and produces high quality accurate maps at relatively low 
cost. 

An accurate map of Scotland’s uplands has never before been achieved.  This is an 
opportunity to situate Scotland at the forefront of habitat mapping in Europe at the same 
time as delivering a high quality land management and policy tool of benefit to Scotland.  
But we need collaboration and support to continue work on the map and to deliver its 
maximum potential. 

It was agreed that the areas that have currently not been surveyed were of importance. 
These areas are mostly remote moorland/mountainous areas that will be important in 
relation to current and future challenges over deer management, tree planting, adapting 
to/mitigating and assessing the impacts of climate change.  

It was suggested that we should add marine survey information to the map. 

 

5. Green Infrastructure Programme: Delivering urban biodiversity through 
Green Infrastructure and habitat connectivity.  

Arthur Keller, Head of Structural Funds team, gave a presentation on SNH’s work on 
Green Infrastructure.  

The presentation described the multiple benefits of improving green infrastructure, 
including improving biodiversity and also health and wellbeing benefits for people living 
in areas of social deprivation.  There is also evidence that people living and working in a 
pleasant natural environment are more likely to want to look after the natural 
environment.  

The Green Infrastructure project has taken European Structural Funds and used these 
to provide social, economic and environmental benefits.   
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6. EcoCO Life – habitat restoration and creation 
 
Paul Sizeland, Biodiversity Strategy Manager, gave a presentation on the EcoCo Life 
project. 

This was a partnership project to improve habitat connectivity and reduce fragmentation.  

Measuring the success of the project was discussed. This can include looking at 
improvements in connecting people with nature eg through increases in outdoor learning 
and also looking at particular habitats or species to measure improvements in range or 
condition. 

 

Bob Furness, the chair of the SAC, thanked all the contributors and said he had found the 
presentations and discussions very interesting.  

AP – SAC to discuss when to hold the next SAC/Board meeting at the March SAC 
meeting.  

Mike thanked everyone for attending the meeting and the meeting was closed.  

 

 


