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Introduction 

Welcome to the second annual report on the delivery of The Pollinator Strategy for Scotland, and we are 

delighted to be able to report on considerable progress across the objectives of the strategy. Once again 

we are pleased to note the excellent contribution made by a wide range of organisations. In this report we 

acknowledge the sterling efforts of our local authorities, environmental agencies, community groups and 

public bodies and we congratulate our many partners on their ability to not only deliver projects but to 

consistently identify new and exciting opportunities to do even more for our pollinators. 

 

For all the many projects underway, and being developed, the five main objectives identified in the 

Pollinator Strategy for Scotland remain consistent. These are: 

1. To make Scotland more pollinator-friendly, halting and reversing the decline in native pollinator 
populations. 

2. To improve our understanding of pollinators and their pollination service. 
3. To manage the commercial use of pollinators to benefit native pollinators. 
4. To raise awareness and encourage action across sectors. 
5. To monitor and evaluate whether pollinators are thriving. 

As with last year’s Progress Report each of the five objectives identified above constitutes a separate 

chapter in this report, and listed at the start of each chapter are those key actions identified as necessary to 

deliver the Pollinator Strategy. Within those chapters we break these actions down into specific projects. 

 

Feedback on the ‘case studies’ section of our 2018 report was very positive and with that in mind we have 

expanded this section to better showcase more individual projects. Individually these projects are very 

impressive, but taken in combination they are even more so. Our hope is that this section will continue to 

inspire more projects of this nature. 

 
As the lead agency in delivering the Pollinator Strategy we are aware that we could not succeed without the 

energy and drive of our many partners. Not only do our partners focus on agreed projects but they keep a 

‘weather-eye’ on opportunities to deliver yet more benefit for pollinators, and hence the list of projects has 

grown since we published our 2018 Progress Report. 

 

Whilst having a raft of projects is extremely pleasing it is arguably even more pleasing that we are 

increasingly seeing complementary projects taking shape.  Opportunities that emphasise habitat 

connectivity and habitat corridors are continually evolving and the recent award of Biodiversity Challenge 

Funds to Buglife Scotland and a cluster of local authorities is testimony to this approach gaining 

momentum.   

 

We often draw inspiration from our partners and we too are increasingly looking for cross-cutting 

connections and it is with this in mind that we work closely with Place Making and Green Infrastructure 
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colleagues to seek to embed pollinator-friendly elements into their projects; based on what we have seen 

recently in Glasgow, Clydebank and Aberdeen this is well underway. 

 

It was with this approach in mind that we published guidance for the planning sector with information on 

how best to fit pollinators into the design and construction processes. The aim is to support high quality 

developments which benefit business and are compatible with nature. There are easy to follow steps to suit 

all project budgets, sizes and ambitions.  Greener and healthier streets, towns and cities are good news for 

pollinators and people alike.  

 

Sharing knowledge and good practice across international borders is a sensible approach in finding 

solutions to the various challenges facing pollinators. Thus we continue to work with our counterparts in 

Ireland, for example, to learn from each other’s approaches. This collaborative approach informs our work 

with the agricultural sector too. Looking ahead, we have been gathering evidence from across Europe on 

ways in which land managers are encouraged to deliver environmental outcomes on farm land to inform 

our thinking on future rural policy. SNH is exploring piloting an outcomes-based approach to agricultural 

support in Scotland, which includes testing biodiversity outcomes whilst supporting the stability of the 

current farming support scheme system.  

 

Our colleagues in the scientific community continue to support the aims of the Pollinator Strategy. SNH, 

along with Scottish Government, supports The Centre for Ecology & Hydrology’s PoMS work through 

promotion of FIT counts and with continuing financial support towards their 1km square surveys. CEH’s 

work provides the most comprehensive approach to monitoring pollinators in Scotland.    Their work is a 

vital element of delivering the Pollinator Strategy and contributes significantly to producing distribution 

trends for Scotland. This work not only ensures that systematic data is gathered, but engages people with 

nature through citizen science.  

 

Mention of citizen science seems an appropriate place to end this foreword. We can all play a part in 

helping our pollinators, and it remains true that if we all manage our own gardens and community spaces, 

no matter how big or small, in a way which provides food and shelter for pollinators we will doing these vital 

insects a valuable service.  

 

January 2020 

 

Note: The chapters which follow track the progress made towards meeting our objectives and lists projects and 
actions. This will be a dynamic process, and will be updated with new priorities and actions as necessary. A timescale 
is proposed for the core actions: S = short- (up to 5 years), M = medium- (5– 10 years) or L = long-term (10 years or 
more). A traffic light system has been used in the final column of the tables that follow to demonstrate where progress 
is being made and where resources may need to be allocated: green indicates a complete action, while red indicates 
that work has yet to be started.  
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Our partners  

In December 2015, we launched a consultation inviting views on proposals for pollinator conservation. The 

responses underlined the need for collaboration across sectors to promote action that would benefit our 

pollinators. 

  

The resulting Strategy includes action for everyone, from Scottish Government and its agencies to 

conservation groups, farmers, landowners, managers, gardeners, agricultural businesses, commercial 

businesses and members of the public.  

 

We are reliant on, and grateful to, the following champions of the Pollinator Strategy for Scotland for their 

ongoing support and project skills:  

 

 

Bee Farmers Association 

Bee Health Improvement Team 

Buglife 

Bumblebee Conservation Trust 

Butterfly Conservation Scotland 

Centre for Ecology & Hydrology Edinburgh  

Central Scotland Green Network Trust  

University of Edinburgh  

Forestry Commission Scotland  

Inverclydebuzz (Inverclyde Pollinator Corridor)  

James Hutton Institute 

Keep Scotland Beautiful 

National Farmers’ Union, Scotland (NFUS) 

Network Rail 

Plantlife 

RSPB (Scotland) 

Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh 

Science & Advice for Scottish Agriculture  

Scottish Government 

Scottish Environment Protection Agency  

Scottish Land & Estates 

Scottish Beekeepers Association  

Soil Association 

Scottish Farming and Wildlife Advisers’ Group  

Scottish Quality Crops 

Scotland’s Rural College  

Scotland’s Farm Advisory Service  

Scotland’s 32 local authorities  

ScotRail 

Scottish Wildlife Trust  

Sustrans Scotland 
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Providing food for pollinators is one of the most important actions we can all take. The meadow above was 
created on amenity grassland in Lennoxtown. In the western and northern fringes of Scotland the Great 

Yellow Bumblebee (below) thrives on the traditional farming methods associated with machair. 
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Abbreviations  

A number of abbreviations are used in the tables in this Progress Report:  

 

AECS  Agri-Environment Climate Scheme 

AHDB  Agriculture and Horticulture Development Board  

BBCT  Bumblebee Conservation Trust 

BHIP Bee Health Improvement Partnership 

BHIT  Bee Health Improvement Team 

CEH  Centre for Ecology and Hydrology 

CSGNT  Central Scotland Green Network Trust 

FIT  flower-insect timed (count) 

HBHS Scottish Bee Health Strategy 

HLF Heritage Lottery Fund 

IPM Integrated pest management 

JHI James Hutton Institute 

JMT  John Muir Trust 

KSB  Keep Scotland Beautiful 

LBAP Local Biodiversity Action Plan 

NNR  National Nature Reserve 

PoMS UK Pollinator Monitoring Scheme 

RBGE  Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh 

RSPB  Royal Society for the Protection of Birds 

SASA  Science & Advice for Scottish Agriculture 

SBA  Scottish Beekeepers Association 

SFAS Scotland’s Farm Advisory Service 

SG  Scottish Government 

SNH  Scottish Natural Heritage 

SNHBS Scottish Native Honeybee Society 

SQC Scottish Quality Crops 

SRUC  Scotland’s Rural College 

SWT  Scottish Wildlife Trust  



 

7 
 

Objective 1: Pollinator-friendly habitats 

What we need to do 

 Prevent further habitat loss and degradation by maintaining and improving the current diversity of semi-natural 
habitats 

 Promote the restoration and creation of natural flower-rich habitats in the countryside and in urban areas, to 
support a national ecological network 

 Retain connected habitat networks for wild pollinators and extend pollinator habitats to adjacent areas 
 Implement measures to protect and enhance pollinator habitats 
 Recognise the importance of brownfield sites and manage these to benefit pollinators and other species. 
 Encourage the inclusion of pollinators’ needs in land management, and development planning and management 

through demonstrable biodiversity net gain. 
 Incorporate green infrastructure in developments, such as green roofs and rain gardens, to provide additional 

pollinator habitats. 
 Support the use and development of pollinator-friendly pest control measures, including integrated pest 

management, in agricultural and urban areas, building on the principles set out in the EU Directive on the 
Sustainable Use of Pesticides 

 

Project (S – short term, M – medium 

term, L – long term) 

Organisation(s) Notes  

Falkirk Pollinator Parks – creating flower-rich 
habitat for pollinators, and pollinator ‘stepping 
stones’, within and across urban parks in Falkirk 
and linking to the John Muir Pollinator Way. 
Includes bulb planting and meadow 
enhancement at several sites. (S) 

Buglife / Falkirk Council Planting has now been completed 
at Ash, Princes, Camelon and 
Summerford Parks, Policy Bing 
and Bantaskine Estate. Native 
bulbs planted in autumn 2018 will 
complement these new meadows. 

 

Inverclydebuzz, through the Inverclyde Pollinator 
Corridor project, creates pollinator-friendly areas 
across a range of sites in and around Greenock. 
Their work clearly shows the potential value of 
small urban plots and also the opportunity 
offered by brownfield sites. A study, funded by 
CSGN, explored how a pollinator corridor could 
be rolled out across Inverclyde using sites of 
vacant and derelict land.  (S) 

Inverclydebuzz / 
Inverclyde Council 

Work at Belville (Community 
Garden) and Blairmore (wildflower 
meadow creation) is now well 
established. The site of the former 
Hector McNeil Public Baths is 
being transformed with 
landscaping and artworks. A 
project exploring options around 
the former King George V playing 
fields site in East Greenock is 
likely. Inverclyde Council are 
planning to undertake a trial and 
consultation regarding wildflower 
seeding in spring 2020 in which 
they will explore replacing closely 
mown areas with wildflower 
seeding and meadow 
maintenance regimes.  

 

The John Muir Pollinator Way is an inspirational 
landscape-scale project with considerable 
pollinator corridor potential. Twenty-five 
pollinator hotspots will create a connected 
habitat network along the route, building on the 
existing 15 sites. (L)  

Buglife/CSGNT SG, SNH, CSGN and Greggs 
Foundations funding meant target 
number of pollinator hotspots was 
exceeded. 32 sites, 8 hectares, 
along John Muir Way created and 
enhanced, working in partnership 
with Local Authorities. 300 people 
involved in planting events. 

 

Encouraging the inclusion of pollinator needs by 
creating a pollinator-friendly award recognising 
community creation of space managed for 

KSB/SNH Annual award under the ‘It’s Your 
Neighbourhood’ scheme run by 
KSB; an award funded by SNH. 
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pollinators. (M) First year winners were Inverclyde 
Buzz (2018), Growing Matters 
(East Lothian) and Organic 
Growers (Fairlie) shared the 2019 
award. 

Encouraging Green Infrastructure Fund grantees 
to maximise the benefits to pollinators within the 
design and management of their projects.  
Battleby demonstration site houses a ‘living wall’ 
creation to show urban audiences how built-
structures can be transformed into biodiversity 
hot-spots with numerous advantages for 
pollinators. (M) 

SNH Green 
Infrastructure Strategic 
Intervention 

Projects at Middlefield (Aberdeen) 
and Fernbrae Meadows (South 
Lanarkshire) now showing 
completed pollinator-friendly 
elements. Similar approaches are 
being taken at St Eunan’s 
(Clydebank) and Moss Heights 
(Cardonald). 

 

Garnock Connections is a landscape partnership 
which aims to enhance and promote the natural 
and cultural heritage around the River Garnock. 
One of the partnership’s key projects is 
Garnock’s Buzzing, which is committed to 
increasing the diversity, abundance and 
connectivity of pollen/nectar sources and nesting 
habitat across the Garnock Connections area. In 
addition to increasing and improving habitats, 
this project will engage the citizens of the local 
communities through a range of knowledge-
exchange and training activities aimed at 
increasing awareness of the vital role these 
insects play (M) 

RSPB / North Ayrshire 
Council/ Buglife / SWT/ 
SRUC /  

Creation of 5 hectares of 
meadows, 11 bee hotels and ran a 
range of workshops. Two 
meadows created in parks in 
Kilbirnie transformed amenity 
grasslands into pollinator 
hotspots. Pollinator-road verge 
management is being trialled and 
monitored at five locations in the 
Garnock Connections study area. 
Aim is to develop cost-effective 
alternative road verge cutting 
regimes that benefit insect 
pollinators. SWT sowed meadow 
on Dundonald Links, cut the 
Oldhall meadow, and built a bug 
hotel at Fullarton ConneXion 
Church in Irvine 

 

Bridgeness Biodiversity is a project in the Inner 
Forth area in Bo’ness that will manage a 
brownfield site and wildflower area for wildlife 
and people. (S)  

Buglife Scotland  

Inner Forth Landscape 
Initiative 

Falkirk Council/  

Work complete September 2019. 
Brownfield habitat at Bridgeness 
and meadow at nearby 
Grangepans continue to be 
managed and provide vital 
pollinator forage. The extensive 
meadows at nearby Kinneil 
Foreshore Local Nature Reserve 
continue to be managed annually. 

 

The Love Your Network Fund will support active 
communities in accessing funds to allow for local 
improvements to the National Cycling Network. 
(M) 

Sustrans This project picks up on the 
Greener Greenways work. There 
will also be increasing focus on 
Biodiversity Net Gain through 
Sustrans led new route 
developments.  

 

Farming With Nature; development and hosting 
of on-farm meetings ‘Buzzing about Grassland’ 
that promote restoration and management of 
species-rich grassland and growth of pollinator-
friendly mixes on arable land. (M)  

Soil Association 4 on-farm events have been held 
in Caithness, Inverkip, Grantown 
on Spey and Inverurie reaching 90 
farmers. 

 

Native wildflower planting between Anniesland 
and Kelvindale railway stations. Recognition that 
railway routes can act as wildlife corridors and 
help pollinators.(S) 

Network Rail Over 7000m² was planted, 
including oxeye daisies, poppies, 
bird’s-foot trefoil and white 
campion.  

 

Habitat creation through wildflower meadows 
and strips combined with supporting pollinator 
trails. Battleby meadow demonstrates value of a 
sympathetic planting and mowing regime to 
encourage pollinators, while the trail raises 
awareness of retaining areas suitable for 
hibernation, nest building and shelter. (S) 

SNH This model has been successfully 
rolled out on 5 NNRs – Forvie, St 
Cyrus, Flanders Moss, Creag 
Meagaidh and Taynish. Plans 
underway to replicate this 
approach at Beinn Eighe, Loch 
Fleet, and Tentsmuir NNRs 

 

Brechin Flood Prevention Scheme. This was a Angus Council Flood protection measures  
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response to increased incidence of flooding in 
the area. The scheme’s ‘enhanced’ 
embankments demonstrated an opportunity 
taken to incorporate new land management 
approaches. (M) 

incorporated wildflower meadows, 
pollinator-friendly trees and 
shrubs. 

Habitat creation and connectivity in Greener 
Greenways context on Alloa–Dollar and Alloa–
Tillicoultry routes. Regeneration of contaminated 
land at Fishcross into wildflower area. (M) 

Clackmannanshire 
Council 

Creation of improved habitat for 
native wild bees completed with 
hedgerow and wildflower strips. 

 

Fife’s Buzzing. Between June 2014 and June 
2017, 20 sites across Fife were transformed into 
pollinator-friendly habitats. (S) 

Buglife/Fife Council Fife Council is now managing 
these areas. These will benefit 
from a land management strategy 
that will include wildflower planting 
and relaxed mowing regimes 

 

Establishment of wildflower grasslands in the 
grounds of two council offices. This promotes 
the restoration and creation of natural flower-rich 
habitats in an urban area which, in turn, 
supports a national ecological network and 
raises awareness of pollinators and their role. 
(S) 

Aberdeenshire Council This action is now delivered and 
the focus is on management of 
these spaces.  

 

Glasgow City Council has published its own 
Pollinator Plan, which aims to ensure that the 
city has a robust, healthy and diverse population 
of pollinating insects. Hogganfield Park Local 
Nature Reserve is now a key pollinator 
demonstration site for a range of wildflower 
meadows, orchards, and bee banks, showing 
the breadth of management of Glasgow’s parks 
and green spaces. (M) 

Glasgow City Council The Plan lists specific actions and 
projects that will be carried out to 
deliver pollinator-friendly 
outcomes. 9 large meadows are 
now managed through ‘guided’ 
contractors, Working with TCV 
meadow management and 
restoration was carried out at 4 
parks and 5 LNRs. 

 

Scottish Wildlife Trust leads on the Irvine to 
Girvan Nectar Network (IGNN), which builds 
connected habitat networks for wild pollinators 
and increases the resilience of local pollinator 
populations. Likewise, Stevenson, Saltcoats and 
Ardrossan will be linked with an active travel 
route that includes wildflower meadows and tree 
planting. IGNN has projects running across golf 
courses, wildlife reserves, parks and cycle 
routes. (M) 

SWT / SNH / North 
Ayrshire Council / South 
Ayrshire Council / 
Dundonald Links / 
Royal Troon Golf Club 
and TCV 

Work continues to create a habitat 
network for pollinating insects in 
an ecological corridor between 
towns in Ayrshire. Over the next 
three years the project will cover 
up to 50 sites. Good examples of 
work in the area include Irvine 
Beach Park and Fullarton Woods 
as well as Belleisle and Seafield 
golf courses. 

 

Piloting the use of red clover on path edges and 
verges to reduce maintenance and provide 
pollinator forage.  (S) 

Falkirk Council Seeded areas completed as part 
of pilot project. Creation of 
pollinator-friendly planters and 
beds in Falkirk Town Centre. Trial 
area sown 2019. 'Dig in Falkirk' 
beds in Falkirk town centre 
provide pollinator friendly plants.  

 

Greenhall (Blantyre) amenity grasslands 
transformed for biodiversity-friendly space. A 
former golf course at Blairbeth, Cambuslang, 
was taken into council ownership and included 
wildflower habitats. Creation of new 
orchard/wildflower area at Milheugh, High 
Blantryre (S) 

South Lanarkshire 
Council 

Amenity planting of appropriate 
wildflower mix, along with 
reduction in mowing frequency 
and conversion of former golf 
course into community green 
space. The latter being widely 
reported in the national press. 

 

Reducing roadside verge management and 
improving pollinator provision. Distributing 
wildflower seed packs to local schools. 
Upgrading pollinator-friendly approaches in 
Hermitage Park in Helensburgh. (L) 

Argyll and Bute Council The council’s cutting regime 
remains sympathetic to pollinator 
needs. Working with Islay Wildlife 
Trust enables the council to 
extend the reach of preferred 
roadside verge management 
practices. The restructured 
Hermitage Park in Helensburgh 
completed with emphasis on 
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pollinator-friendly planting which 
mixes diversity with native 
plantings, achieving an attractive 
biodiverse outcome. 

Helix Park site improvements to attract and 
provide for pollinators. Roundabout 
improvements will include planting nectar-rich 
flowers. (L) 

Falkirk Council and 
Falkirk Community Trust 

 

Meadow patches and bulb 
planting on towpath and canal 
extension path, creating food 
sources for pollinators. The 
meadow in the wider Helix Park 
continues to be managed and 
provides a significant area of 
pollinator habitat. 

 

‘On the Verge’ is a project identifying potentially 
pollinator -friendly roadside verges in the Stirling 
area and planting them with native wildflowers to 
demonstrate the value of transport corridors. 
This in turn raises awareness of the value of 
sympathetic management of public amenity 
grassland (M) 

On the Verge 
community group 

Work has featured in the national 
press and is widely viewed as an 
outstanding example where 
working with councils and others 
can deliver pollinator-friendly 
outcomes. In addition to the verge 
work they have overseen the 
planting of eight orchards.  

 

Magnificent Meadows manages 9 meadow sites 
to benefit pollinators in Fife, Falkirk, West 
Lothian, South Lanarkshire and Edinburgh. This 
uses the ‘flying flock’ of sheep and herd of rare 
breed Shetland cattle. (L) 

Plantlife / SWT A long-term commitment which 
will extend beyond the magnificent 
meadows and cover other wildlife 
reserves in Perthshire and 
Ayrshire. 

 

Cumbernauld Living Landscapes, Seven Lochs 
and North Lanarkshire Council aim to transform 
the way amenity grassland is managed in parts 
of Cumbernauld. (M) 

 

SWT/CLL/NLC/Seven 
Lochs 

The project uses underutilised 
land to enhance areas for priority 
species and to add diversity to 
flowering plant communities in the 
area.  Creation/management 
spread across 6 sites, working 
with volunteers and staff.   Project 
will form links to the John Muir 
Pollinator way. 

 

Publication of road verge guidelines on 
management and creation of pollinator friendly 
road verges. 

Plantlife Publication in September 2019 
was well received nationally and 
further enhances the argument 
that roadside verges managed for 
wildlife are a biodiversity boost. 

 

West Lothian B-Lines. An HLF project spanning 
two years, to complete May 2021 with 7 areas 
converted to pollinator-friendly areas with local 
community assistance (S) 

West Lothian Council / 
Buglife 

Work started in June 2019. Sites 
identified, four new meadows 
created autumn 2019 with further 
works to follow in 2020. 

 

Stirling Council amended grassland 
management (L) 

Stirling Council The Council is committed to 
reducing the area of intensively 
managed grass. Latest figures 
show 360,211m2 under reduced 
management regimes, with 
approximately 250,000m2 
managed for biodiversity.  

 

Breaking Grounds project is creating flower 
meadow habitats, whilst improved open space 
management is embedding relaxed mowing 
regimes and includes sympathetic seeding of 
areas that benefit pollinators. (S) 

North Ayrshire Council Mental health project that included 
creating nectar-rich flower beds 
for bees and butterflies. 

 

Modification of management of public 
greenspaces (L) 

Aberdeenshire Council A LEADER funded greenspace 
project running from June 2019 to 
October 2020 will explore the 
modification of the management of 
public greenspaces. Looking at 
lower intensity options that benefit 
biodiversity (including pollinators), 
mitigate against climate change 
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and reduces costs. Moving from 
regularly-cut grass to wildflower 
and woodland options, with a 
strong focus on public/community 
involvement in these spaces.  

Angus Small blue project Butterfly Conservation Colony of rare small blue 
butterflies live on Carnoustie Golf 
course. Green manager working 
with BC to improve habitat. School 
children were taught about small 
blue in school then came to the 
golf course to help us plant kidney 
vetch plugs. Shortlisted for RSPB 
year of nature award. 

 

Meadow creation at a new development site - 
Thurso South substation, managed by Scottish 
and Southern Energy Networks (SSEN). (L) 

 

Bumblebee Conservation 
Trust, consultants WSP 
and managers SSEN 

 

SSEN took on board advice from 
the BBCT Conservation Officer in 
2017 and sowed a tailored 
pollinator wildflower seed mix on 
10ha of earth bunds created 
around their new substation site 
near Thurso, Caithness. In 2018 
and 2019 the Conservation Officer 
did surveys for bumblebees and 
wildflower establishment, and is 
working towards a case study 
highlighting the success of the 
project. 

 

Central Scotland B-Lines. Using SNH 
Biodiversity Challenge Funds with CSGNT to 
create habitat for pollinators along John Muir 
Way in East Dunbartonshire, Falkirk and 
Edinburgh (M) 

Buglife / CSGNT / 
Edinburgh Council / 
South Lanarkshire 
Council / Falkirk Council 
/ East Dunbartonshire 
Council 

Sites identified with a view to 
begin meadow creation autumn 
2019 with further works in 2020. 

 

Habitat Network Concept Maps for CSGN areas 
in Stirling, Clackmannanshire, Falkirk and Fife. 
(M) 

Inner Forth Landscape Work funded through EcoCoLIFE 
to produce mapping and 
supporting documents 
demonstrating opportunities for 
Habitat management, 
enhancement, restoration and 
creation.  

 

 

 
 
We produce information signs for use where management practices have changed in order to deliver 
positive biodiversity (and in particular pollinator-friendly) outcomes. These are available on request. 
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Above: Signage on National Nature Reserve pollinator trails raises awareness of pollinator-friendly actions.  

Below: Our Living Wall at Battleby helps promote an emerging technique particularly suitable in spaces 
where horizontal space is at a premium 

. 
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Objective 2: Understanding pollinators and their pollination 
services 

What we need to do 

 Improve our knowledge of plant–pollinator interactions, including the relationship between wild pollinators and 
habitat size, quality, type and connectedness to other areas of habitat. 

 Better understand, through spatial mapping, the resources available to pollinators on a landscape scale. 

Project Organisation Update  

Encouraging Scottish growers to 
complete an IPM plan and 
encouraging local authorities to 
apply the principles of IPM to ground 
maintenance and management. 
Supporting and promoting IPM, and 
targeted use of pesticides, in 
agricultural and urban areas. 
Supporting and complying with 
approved Europe-wide advice. (M) 

SG 

SQC 

The Scottish Government supports the restriction 
on three neonicotinoids (clothianidin, imidacloprid 
and thiamethoxam) in response to the evidence of 
their effect on the environment, particularly on 
bees.  These restrictions go beyond the partial ban 
that has been in place since 2013 and, from 
December 2018, use is limited to permanent 
greenhouses where exposure to bees and other 
pollinators is not expected.  

The Scottish Government will continue to work with 
land managers to encourage an integrated 
management approach as outlined in the recent 
Programme for Government.  As part of this, the 
Scottish Government and the Amenity Forum are 
holding a joint event in February 2020 to bring 
together stakeholders in the amenity sector, 
including local authorities, to facilitate discussion 
and knowledge exchange 

Scottish Quality Crops (SQC) have introduced a 
requirement for growers to complete an IPM plan in 
order to meet the SQC assurance scheme 
standards. 

 

Butterfly Conservation identification 
classes and their Urban Butterfly 
Project provide entry-level 
knowledge of plant–pollinator 
interactions and contribute to 
monitoring goals. (S) 

Butterfly 
Conservation 

These butterfly identification courses also covered 
other pollinators and pollination services. By 
seeking citizen scientist input, they contributed to a 
greater understanding of our pollinator numbers 
and distribution. Workshops were held in 2019 in 
Glasgow, Edinburgh, Aberdeen, Dundee and 
Hamilton. Project has now finished 

 

Whitmuir Farm Pollinator Trail raises 
awareness of pollinators and a 
greater understanding of pollinator 
services among the food and farming 
industries. (M) 

Whitmuir Farm The creation of a pollinator trail on a working farm 
demonstrates vividly the pollination service aspect 
of the Strategy. The educational materials further 
raise awareness and appreciation of pollinators. 

 

Working with community gardens to 
offer guidance on creating and 
managing flower-rich areas for 
pollinators. (S) 

Buglife The aim was to increase the involvement of local 
communities in these projects. Raising awareness 
of the diversity of insect pollinators and exploring 
what can be done locally to help them. 

 

Using urban greenspace 
management practices to improve 
biodiversity. (M) 

University of 
Edinburgh 

Urban Pollinators seed mix to be planted on 4ha in 
the little France development in SE Edinburgh. This 
will be one of the biggest urban wildflower 
meadows in the UK. Work is in collaboration with 
the Edinburgh City Council greenspace team. A 
consortium led by the RBGE awarded a grant from 
the Biodiversity Challenges fund to undertake 
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several interventions along the south coast of the 
Firth of Forth in. Included is planting of 8x 500m2 
wildflower meadows in a linear array along the 
shore, using a seed mix  specially developed to 
deliver maximum nectar and pollen benefit to a 
range of pollinating insects. Site preparation 
planned for early in 2020, with planting in March. 
The funding lasts for a year, but the meadows will 
stay in place for at least 5 years. 

Saving the Great Yellow Bumblebee 
is a two-year project which started in 
2019 which aims to engage with the 
general public and landowners and 
increase surveying efforts to inform 
future conservation of this species. 
(L) 
 

BBCT Continuing from previous work, BBCT provide 
tailored advice to farms/landholdings to support 
beneficial management for Great Yellow 
Bumblebee. Advice and follow-up support is 
provided to farmers, landowners and agents in high 
priority Great yellow areas and, where appropriate, 
advice on management options funded by SRDP-
AECS, voluntary measures and/or written letters of 
endorsement are provided. In 2019, BBCT 
employed a consultant to do forage and bee 
surveys along the north coast of Sutherland in 
June-early September. The survey report highlights 
suitable areas to target more intensive surveys for 
Great Yellow bumblebees in the area, records the 
quality of forage across the landscape and 
suggests where a change in management might 
help encourage better habitats for this rare 
bumblebee. 
 

 

Identifying optimum plants and 
habitat area size for wild pollinators 
in different management situations. 
(M) 

SRUC Research projects exploring optimum farm 
management and landscape-scale measures to 
protect and promote pollinators. 

—Pollinator friendly management actions being 
evaluated at AHDB Prestonhall Monitor Farm and 
Soil Association Pollinator Demonstration Farm. 

—Nitrogen-Fixing crops trials are now finished and 
indicate targeted species mixtures can provide 
resources for a wider suite of pollinator species and 
increase the longevity of flowering period.   

—Impacts of upland grazing and rewilding on insect 
pollinators continue to be evaluated at Kirkton & 
Auchtertyre Farm.  

—PhD on impact of insect pollination on oilseed 
rape explores varietal differences in resources 
offered by oilseed rape. 

—Europe-wide expert evaluation of Ecological 
Focus Areas lead by SRUC is now completed and 
is currently under review in a scientific journal.  Key 
finding suggest EFAs may not be adequately 
delivering all resources pollinators require. 

 

Evaluating methods of management 
that benefit pollination in field 
margins and diverse habitat areas at 
farming and landscape-scale sites. 
(L) 

JHI Seeking to confirm links between pest control and 
nearby pollinator-friendly habitats. 

 

Training courses to develop 
identification skills regarding various 
pollinator groups. This will raise 

Local 
authorities/Buglife 

This work is ongoing. In 2019 Buglife used funding 
by SNH to run 8 pollinator-focussed training 
workshops as well as 10 Flower-Insect-Timed (FIT) 
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awareness of habitat size and 
connectivity of sites as well as of 
species. (S) 

counts. Community Gardens have been connected 
to this work via the Scotland’s Buzzing outreach 
project. 

FAS and SRUC are committed to 
promoting IPM plans and delivering 
knowledge exchange activities on 
IPM and beneficial insects to key 
stakeholders. (L) 

FAS/SRUC Information video on IPM is available online via the 
Farm Advisory Service’s Crop and Soils and 
Environmental Portals (September 2018).  

Beneficial insects and IPM sections added to Farm 
Advisory Service’s Environmental Portal with IPM 
links on the Crop and Soils Portal to increase 
outreach (March 2019). 

Crop health updates are regularly issues to 
highlight seasonal crop health issues. These 
typically provide an IPM approach to control. 

 

PhD to study how to best manage 
urban greenspaces to best benefit 
plants, pollinators and people. (M) 

University of 
Edinburgh / NERC / 
SWT 

University of Edinburgh leads on this work, funded 
by Scottish Wildlife Trust. Student to be recruited in 
2020 studentship round  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

. 
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BACKING A WINNER IN FALKIRK 
 

ALKIRK Council has been busy 
transforming ‘tired’ parks and open-
spaces into pollinator-friendly colourful 
and diverse wildflower meadows.  

These areas will provide vital foraging and 
nesting habitat for pollinating insects including 
bumblebees, hoverflies and butterflies. Taken 
together they will in time form a welcome 
pollinator corridor 
through Falkirk. 

This ‘stepping stones’ 
approach results in 
greater connectivity 
and allows pollinators 
and other wildlife to 
move between 
individual sites. It’s a 
goal that forms a 
crucial element of this 
ambitious project. 

‘Pollinator Parks’ 
have popped up at six 
Falkirk sites: Ash 
Park, Princes Park, 
Camelon Public Park, 
Summerford Park, Bantaskine Estate and 
Policy Bing. These popular areas were 
transformed by the sowing of a native and 
diverse seed mix, planting native wildflower 
plug plants and bulbs, leaving long, uncut grass 
and managing the parks sympathetically for 
nature. 

Explaining why management of public spaces 
is changing is a key step in gaining public 
approval for projects of this kind. 

Education opportunities are a key part of this 
project. Local Primary schools have helped with 
the creation of these new meadows by 
providing the labour behind the planting of seed 
and plug plants. This has provided a fantastic 
outdoor learning opportunity for pupils in which 
they have gained a valuable insight into the role 
their local greenspace plays in supporting 
pollinating insects.  

There are other benefits too, not least being 
that spending time in natural surrounds is 

increasingly being acknowledged as a positive 
experience both for physical and mental health. 

The Falkirk Pollinator Way sits comfortably 
alongside a much bigger, wider project – The 
John Muir Pollinator Way. The aim on this 
stunning long-distance route is to enhance the 
existing walking and cycling corridor by creating 
something akin to a corridor for bees or a ‘B-
Line’ alongside the pathways. B-Lines is a 

hugely popular 
Buglife initiative. 

The John Muir 
Way opened in 
2014 and soon 
afterwards there 
were moves to 
enhance the 
route for 
pollinators. Areas 
of new meadow 
on land around 
'The Way' in 
Bo'ness at 
Grangepans, and 
management of 
meadows and 

brownfield habitat at Kinneil Foreshore and 
Bridgeness followed. 

By the end of 2017 Buglife Scotland and Falkirk 
Council had planted over 8,000 spring flowering 
bulbs - crocus and daffodil - to make Camelon 
Park a visual feast and valuable pollinator-
friendly site. The work continues, with exciting 
new sites being created for Falkirk's pollinators 
as part of the Central Scotland B-lines project.  

Projects like those in and around Falkirk are 
great examples of how many partners, 
volunteers and local communities are coming 
together to create pollinator habitats. Hopefully 
others will be motivated to do something similar 
where they live.  

The John Muir Pollinator Way is a Buglife 
project funded and supported by Scottish 
Natural Heritage, Central Scotland Green 
Network Trust, Greggs Foundation and Scottish 
Government 

F
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DUNDEE DELIGHT 
UNDEE often catches admiring glances. 
The innovative V&A building is 
celebrated far and wide, the sweeping 

Tay Bridge never ceases to impress. This 
summer, as you travelled around Dundee, 
another impressive sight was vying for 
attention.  Visually stunning and offering 
solace for thousands of pollinators the road-
side verges on Riverside Drive were truly 
spectacular. 

 

Dundee City Council deserves huge credit for the 
transformation they have delivered across the 
city’s green spaces. They have been working to 
develop annual flower plots for a number of years 
and although it's still 
a bit of a learning 
process it is crystal 
clear that things are 
going in the right 
direction.  

Visitors and locals 
alike love the show. 
Praise has been 
steady and fulsome, 
so much so that 
recently The 
Caledonian 
Horticultural Society 
included Dundee 
in an article on 
annual flower displays. 

Like many success stories the good news from 
Dundee is delivered thanks to excellent team 
work. 

People like local naturalist Ian Ford are crucial to 
success. He celebrates the fact that the roadside 
verges near the airport look fantastic and deliver 
a massive boost for nature.  “These verges have 
been a huge bonus for pollinators this summer 
and autumn as well as being visually stunning,” 
he noted. 

“I started surveying opposite the airport at the end 
of August and the number of hoverflies, 
bumblebees, solitary bees, wasps, butterflies, and 
moths has been staggering. During a visit on 29 

August I estimated over 8000 hoverflies of many 
species and I’ve seen Tree Bumblebees and a 
Hummingbird Hawkmoth. Many flowers were still 
in bloom beyond August, with hoverflies, bees 
and wasps all active on 4 November 2018.” 

Buoyed by this success Dundee Council has 
gone from strength to strength in their drive to 
help pollinators across the city. Work was carried 
out at various sites including Claypotts junction 
and Ravenscraig Gardens; in each instance 
delivering a more easily-maintained and managed 
central reservation. 

The Dundee Greenspace Team puts a lot of 
thought into their 
planning and 
compiles an annual 
report on their mixes. 
As Angela Robb 
noted the mix on 
Riverside Drive 
provides good cover 
for fauna and a good 
source of nectar for 
insects.  

The mixture features 
orange tones and 
withstands heat and 
drought very well. If 

weather conditions are suitable germination will 
be 8-10 days after sowing providing a good cover 
with abundance of flowers. New Wave will flower 
from mid-June until late November.  

Riverside Nature Park occupies the city’s old 
landfill site is thriving too. Here trees and 
wildflowers have been planted to create a 
welcome wildlife haven.  By incorporating new 
paths, view-points and information signs, there is 
a sense of arrival, education opportunities, as well 
as a relaxing connection with nature. 

Dundee has always been an energetic city and 
the latest batch of pollinator-friendly approaches 
is building on those traditions. 

D
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RECORDS ON ROOFTOPS 
PITHANNY Bourne recently 
completed an MSc research project 
looking at pollinating insects on 
green roofs in Edinburgh. Given that 

Apithanny is also the Chair of the East of 
Scotland branch of Butterfly Conservation 
her insight is particularly welcome. 

Green roofing has been popular in many 
European countries since the 1960s but has 
only started to catch on here in the UK 
relatively recently. 

A walk up Edinburgh’s 
Calton Hill reveals the 
city is something of a 
hotspot for the trend, 
with a number of 
businesses now 
adorned in greenery. 
Whilst there are many 
well-known benefits – 
including building 
thermoregulation and 
water filtration – there 
has been surprisingly 
little research into the 
ecological benefits of 
green roofing. 

Not one Scottish study 
exists, and those elsewhere in the UK have 
focused largely on ground dwelling 
invertebrates and bees. This is an opportunity 
as many conservation charities now promote 
installation of the structures on the grounds that 
they support urban wildlife. 

Seven green roof owners agreed to take part in 
a study and were visited weekly from June to 
September. This covered the peak flight 
periods for bees, wasps, butterflies and 
hoverflies, which were recorded along a 10m 
transect. 

Seven ground-level partner sites were also 
sampled and represented the closest area of 
accessible greenspace to each green roof site. 
The project looked at foraging behaviour only, 
and doesn’t suggest that green roofs replace 
like-for-like habitat found on ground level 
(interestingly, no breeding was observed on 
rooftops). However, rooftops were found to be 
a comparable extension of ground level 
foraging habitat  

Green roofs were found to support a far greater 
abundance and diversity of pollinators than 
expected. 

No significant difference was detected in 
pollinator communities between roof and 
ground level habitat – indicating green roofs to 
be a worthwhile addition to urban greenspaces. 
Roof area and height were also found to be 
unimportant – diversity of flowering plants was 
a far greater predictor of pollinator abundance 
and diversity. 

This is an 
important finding, 
suggesting that 
popular ‘Sedum 
carpet’ roofs (with 
only one species) 
may not be the 
best choice for 
conserving 
pollinators.  

A total of 21 
species were 
initially recorded 
foraging on 
rooftops, including 
other 

invertebrates not considered in this study (the 
second year of the study revealed 31 species).  

 

Seven species of common bumblebee were 
abundant and records of leafcutter bees and 
plasterer bees were a particular highlight. 

Eight species of butterfly were recorded on the 
more florally diverse green roofs – with small 
tortoiseshell and small white being the most 
prevalent. However, small copper was arguably 
the most exciting record as this species is more 
typical of grassland habitat. Surprisingly one 
green roof also hosted breeding common field 
grasshoppers and a very curious family of 
ducks. 

 

After discussions with the National Museum of 
Scotland, they have agreed to replant their 
rooftop garden to make it more pollinator 
friendly. As this is a major tourist attraction the 
potential to engage the public with pollinators is 
significant.  

A
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ON COURSE FOR POLLINATORS 
COTLAND has over 500 golf courses, 
and if those golf courses adopt 
pollinator-friendly approaches it’s clear 
we are onto a winner.    

Golf is played and watched by thousands of 
Scots. And there is increasing evidence that golf 
courses are realising they can play a significant 
role in helping nature, and pollinators in particular. 

What pollinators need is fairly straightforward – 
food and shelter. Flowers 
are crucial for our bees, 
hoverflies and butterflies, 
and a continual supply 
from early spring to late 
autumn is what keeps 
them going. Throw 
suitable sites for nesting 
and hibernating into the 
mix and you have a 
sound recipe to help our 
pollinators. 

Golf courses, given their 
significant number, can 
act as vital parts of 
effective green corridors.  

Fortunately there are already many examples of 
golf course managers doing their bit for nature. 
Richard Mullen is one such example. The golf 
course manager at Banchory Golf Club in north-
east Scotland, he leads by example. 

Richard’s motto is ‘more than a golf course’, and 
a visit to his twitter account shows that he lives up 
to that motto. An array of beautiful images reveals 
wildflower meadows, bumblebees, swathes of 
butterflies and a suite of nesting sites for 
insects.  These range from beehives, to bug 
hotels, and even include homes for carpenter 
bees (made by drilling into dead wood derived 
from grounds maintenance). 

In short, Richard, whilst ensuring his course fulfils 
its primary purpose, is doing his bit to make use 
of the fringes of his course for nature. 

At first glance the image of a carefully manicured 
golf course suggests lean pickings for pollinators. 
True, heavily managed billiard table greens and 
verdant fairways don’t offer much for nature, but 

step off the main playing areas and you can enter 
a different world. 

Richard’s approach has been to do just that. If the 
stars of the show are the small meadows for 
pollinators, then the areas around the club shop 
and car park are the innovative and practical 
cousins. 

Those hard landscape areas now house 
containers, hanging baskets and window boxes. 

Persuading others of 
the value of what he is 
doing is a major step in 
spreading the word that 
our pollinators can be 
helped. 

To have created one 
wildflower meadow 
would be great, so how 
then to sum up an effort 
that has seen the 
creation of FIVE 
wildflower meadows at 
Banchory? What’s 
more, Richard has 
linked up with local 

children to help with the planting, cleverly 
engaging the next generation in doing their bit for 
pollinators. 

"My inspiration is based on the future but is very 
much based on the past," notes Richard. "Going 
back to original methodology in producing fine turf 
has a knock on effect to nature, more than people 
realise, and being a custodian of the golf course 
we need to learn this ... quickly."  

Banchory’s meadows thrive because the 
management is sympathetic to the long term 
survival of a range of plants. Leaving some areas 
uncut until autumn allows a long feeding window 
for pollinators, whilst removing the arisings 
annually reduces potential soil fertility. 

It’s worth dwelling too on the huge bonus that can 
be delivered to pollinators by delaying the first cut 
of grass.  By doing so the chances are that vital 
early flowering food sources, such as dandelions, 
can provide that much needed spring boost for 
emerging pollinators, including queen 
bumblebees.  

S
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POLLINATOR TRAILS APLENTY 
AST year we carried a feature in our 
Progress Report on our Battleby 
grounds and our new Pollinator Trail. 

The intention was to raise awareness of our 
pollinators and the marvellous service they 
provide. This worked well, so well indeed that 
we rolled the model out on five of our National 
Nature Reserves. 
 
Flanders Moss, Taynish, Forvie, Creag Meagaidh 
and St Cyrus were the 
reserves that featured 
and what a job they 
made of providing 
information on 
pollinators and tips on 
what we can all do to 
help our pollinators. 
 
The Trails are similar in 
that they tap into 
existing trails, and each 
highlights the habitat 
and species which 
dominate at that 
particular site. All of our 
trails contain panels 
which encourage individuals and groups to head 
back to their patch to do their bit for pollinators. 
 
The trails are a marvellous way to engage with 
the public and raise awareness. Our trail at 
Taynish was the focus of this year’s Open Day at 
the reserve and we know that visitors at all five 
reserves have thoroughly enjoyed the insight into 
the lives of pollinators which the trails provide. 
 
It is our intention to build on the success of these 
trails in 2020. To this end we hope to have 
another five trails in place this time next year. 
 
Moreover, we have been highlighting to our 
contacts in Local Authorities that our pollinator 
trail signage is something that might appeal to 
other organisations. We encourage anyone who 
is contemplating a pollinator trail, or providing 
pollinator information, on their patch to contact us. 
We’d be delighted to work with others to spread 
the information we hold. 
 
Inspired by the signage produced by Glasgow 
City Council to let the public know where areas of 

land are being managed for pollinators we have 
produced signage of this nature too.   
 
First to take up our offer of free ‘Managed for 
Wildlife’ signage were the folks behind Dundee’s 
Riverside Nature Park and we hope that other 
councils and community groups will contact us for 
a copy of these signs which ultimately help 
persuade residents that managing land for 
pollinators and wildlife in general is a good thing, 

even if it does mean a 
change in the appearance 
of a site 
 
We were conscious that 
often the impact we can 
make on our doorstep is 
overlooked. With this in 
mind we launched the SNH 
pollinator pledge which 
commits us to gradually 
transforming the areas 
around our office to be as 
pollinator friendly as 
possible.  We have plans to 
make the spaces around 
our offices as pollinator 

friendly as possible. 
 
Attending events is a great way to meet the public 
and press home pollinator-friendly approaches. 
We were delighted to take stands at the Dundee 
Food and Flower Festival and the Edinburgh-
based Gardening Scotland event.  
 
Invitations to give presentations and speak at the 
Keep Scotland Beautiful awards day, the 
Allotment Society Annual Gathering and a 
meeting of BWARS entomologists at National 
Museum of Scotland’s Granton facility in 
Edinburgh were also eagerly accepted. 
 
Our social media presence continues to go from 
strength to strength with our blog and twitter feed 
proving popular with experts and novices alike. 
Similar the pollinator pages on the SNH website 
are now a hub for all sorts of guidance. 
 
From trails to talks it’s been an interesting and 
invigorating year and we look forward to more of 
the same in 2020. 
 

L
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VERGING ON BETTER TIMES 
OAD verges have been in the news 
of late. There is a growing 
realisation that these areas, if 

managed sympathetically for nature, can 
be places where wildlife can flourish, and 
high on the list of potential beneficiaries 
are pollinators. 
 
Much of what you may have read or seen will 
doubtless have been centred on England, and 
widespread coverage of actions in the likes of 
Rotherham, Newcastle and Sheffield across the 
media. Much of this is down to the energy of 
Plantlife who had been campaigning determinedly 
to make the most of our verges. Now there are 
good news stories emerging in Scotland too. 

Take the Aberdeen 
Western Peripheral 
Route for example. 
This 36 mile route 
provides a much-
needed bypass 
around Aberdeen, 
and was one of the 
biggest construction 
projects seen in 
Scotland. Given the 
scale of the project, 
there were 
inevitably some 
challenges, but in 
equal measure it 
offered 
opportunities. 

The funding partnership of Transport Scotland, 
Aberdeen City Council and Aberdeenshire 
Council set a fine example from the off. They 
have overseen the project around Aberdeen 
which was procured as a Design Build Finance 
and Operation scheme using a joint venture 
partnership of contractors. 

The work in the north-east followed Transport 
Scotland’s favoured model. This requires the use 
of native plant species, of local provenance, in all 
works on Scotland’s trunk road network. It’s an 
approach which has been championed for the 
past two decades, and the majority of new works 
now include significant areas of wildflower 
seeding as an integral part of project plans. 

You can see the benefits of this approach clearly 
around Aberdeen. 

At Derbeth Overbridge, which carries a new 
access road over the bypass, there are large 
numbers of oxeye daisies and white clover on the 
embankments and cuttings. For hard-pressed 
pollinators clovers and oxeye daisies are a most 
welcome addition to their resources, and both 
were firmly part of the planning here. 

The Balmedie to Tipperty dualling section of the 
A90 attracted lots of favourable comments as the 
verges were looking spectacularly colourful earlier 
this summer with great swathes of poppies and 
sea mayweed. The area around the Balmedie 

junction was a 
particular highlight. 

In isolation these 
sites are good, 
viewed as part of a 
larger picture they 
are great. As one of 
my good friends in 
Aberdeen said 
recently "The great 
thing about roads is 
that they are all 
connected, so they 
have huge potential 
to be a valuable 
part of a pollinator 
habitat network.” 

Few projects are perfect and compromises 
sometimes have to be made.  But even so there 
is a lot of a positive nature that the Aberdeen 
bypass can reflect on. 

You can always build on success.  Hence the 
high profile and ongoing A9 Dualling Programme 
has seen Transport Scotland aim to establish a 
Supply Contract for all the native seeding 
requirements across the whole series of schemes 
using local origin collections. 

Relaxed mowing regimes, abundant food 
sources, connectivity … little wonder the 
Aberdeen bypass is catching positive headlines 
and pollinators are amongst the creatures clearly 
benefiting. 

R
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ORKNEY OPTIONS FOR POLLINATORS 

ROVIDING for pollinators is a 
nationwide drive across Scotland. 
From the Scottish Borders, to the 

Northern and Western Isles, there are plenty 
of projects underway to help our pollinators. 
 
Take Orkney for example. 

Orkney Islands Council is working in 
partnership with the Orkney Alcohol 
Counselling and Advisory Service (OACAS) 
and SUSTRANS to upgrade an under-utilised 
area of open space in the town of Kirkwall. The 
aim is to create a space which will be of great 
benefit to both 
people and 
pollinators. 

As an 
increasingly 
popular cruise 
ship 
destination with 
over 9,000 
inhabitants of 
its own to 
accommodate, 
Kirkwall is very 
much the 
capital of 
Orkney, and 
not 
surprisingly, 
quality greenspace within the town is valued by 
residents and visitors alike. 

That’s why work to develop 33,000m2 of 
Arcadia Park next to the new Balfour hospital 
has captured the local imagination. During the 
first year, over 8000 m2 will be sown with a 
pollinator-friendly mix of cornfield annuals and 
perennial wildflower species.  Trees and shrubs 
are being planted and the park also includes 
three small ponds with locally sourced aquatic 
plants.  

Local volunteers have been crucial in tackling a 
range of planting and landscaping needs. 
 

This is all good news for pollinators in Orkney, 
one of the few areas that can claim to be home 
to the rare great yellow bumblebee, Bombus 
distinguendus. 
 
In Scotland, the great yellow bumblebee is 
strongly associated with flower-rich machair 
habitats on the north-west coast, but it is also 
found in association with more conventional 
agricultural systems of Orkney and Caithness. 

The park is close to Foreland Road, which was 
completed as recently as 2016. Here a 
sustainable urban drainage system vies for 
attention alongside wetlands, a pond and 

meadow areas, 
all sown / 
planted with 
locally sourced 
wildflower seed 
and plants. 

The new 
Balfour 
Hospital 
opened with  
landscaping 
which includes 
trees and 
wildflower 
areas is bound 
to be a boon to 
the growing 

‘natural health service’ drive. 

With some 70 islands Orkney relies heavily on 
its natural heritage economically. For some 
years now, the value of assets such as 
maritime heath and grasslands, as well as 
seemingly less-promising areas such as 
roadside verges, has been acknowledged.  
 
Now with parks and gardens being added to 
the equation the picture just got that bit rosier 
for pollinators and, of course, people. 
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 BUMBLEBEE CONSERVATION TRUST

HE BUMBLEBEE Conservation Trust 
was established by Professor Dave 
Goulson back in 2006 and has gone 

from strength to strength to become one of 
our leading conservation bodies. Scottish 
Natural Heritage is delighted to work in 
partnership with and offer financial support to 
a wide range of projects they organise. 
 
Their work with the Great Yellow Bumblebee is a 
great example of the impact Bumblebee 
Conservation Trust (BBCT) makes.  

The largest of our bumblebees, the Great Yellow 
is now found only around the remoter north and 
north-western fringes of Scotland. The 
organisation has long championed this species 
and has drawn both the 
general public and 
landowners into its 
conservation efforts.  

Saving the Great Yellow 
Bumblebee is a flagship 
project which increasingly 
organises surveys, 
transects and recordings 
to better target action to 
help this rare species. 

Between June and 
September 2019 BBCT 
encouraged residents and tourists to get involved 
in #TheGYBHunt, looking at target grid squares 
where GYB had been recorded in the past but 
with no recent records.  

These areas are by and large under-recorded 
anyway due to their remoteness from human 
population centres. However, many are also 
popular tourist spots, and BBCT engaged visitors 
and locals alike in looking for this rare bee in the 
target squares.  

The scheme achieved high media interest, and 
nine new records of GYB were generated. The 
BBCT are reviewing the scheme in November 
2019 and will report back in due course. 

Katy Malone is a Conservation Officer with BBCT 
in Scotland, and neatly summed up the need for 
information, “We need to know more about where 
the Great Yellow Bumblebee is holding on, so we 
can take action to protect it before it’s too late. 

Anyone can get involved with this citizen science 
initiative to save a species.  

 “Because this iconic insect’s last havens are in 
some of the country’s most far-flung corners, we 
didn’t have enough volunteers to find and record 
its whereabouts. So we asked people holidaying 
in the north-west Highlands and Islands this year 
– as well as those living in these beautiful places 
– to help.” 

Complementing this BeeKind is an online 
educational resource which strives to help 
individuals and groups ‘grow for bumblebees and 
other pollinators’.  

The free educational tool now provides access to 
a database of almost 700 pollinator-friendly 
plants, allowing people to score their garden in 

terms of its bee-
friendliness.  The tool also 
offers suggestions and 
recommendations to 
improve these gardens for 
bees.   

This scoring and planting 
suggestions approach is 
hugely popular and an 
extremely practical way in 
which to help our hard-
pressed bumblebees.  

Monitoring and evaluation 
where pollinators are thriving or struggling is a 
key part of the Pollinator Strategy approach. 
BeeWalk is a citizen scientist monitoring scheme 
that collects bumblebee data from across the UK 
to gain an accurate understanding of current 
bumblebee populations and distributions.  

The 2019 BeeWalk Annual Report covered 2008 
to 2018 and was published in May 2019. This 
comprehensive data is one of our finest indicators 
of bumblebee abundance throughout the UK and 
the report revealed that several of our most 
common species had a poor year in 2018, 
potentially because of the extreme cold weather 
experienced in spring, followed by a summer 
heatwave.  

Worryingly, the data revealed that 4 of our 7 most 
common species have declined in abundance 
over the last 9 years. 
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Inverclydebuzz … the 
good news continues 
 
Last year Inverclydebuzz 
impressed everyone with their 
industry and energy. A 
biodiversity garden at Belville 
Street in Greenock was a 
particular highlight, and a superb 
community asset. So much so 
that they won our inaugural 
Pollinator-Friendly award. 
 
Their popular biodiversity garden 
will be followed by the 
transformation of the substantial site 
of the former Hector McNeill 
Swimming Pool. This vacant and 
derelict plot will be one of the 
largest projects Inverclydebuzz 
have tackled, but with the 
experience they have garnered at 
Blairmore Crescent and especially 
Belville Street they are clearly more 
than capable of delivering a huge 
impact. 
 
Early indications are good and the 
large mural which was created by 
local schoolchildren is a stunning 
piece of artwork. Over time it is sure 
to be a popular attraction in the 
Greenock area. 
 
If your community is looking to 
engage with pollinator-friendly 
actions they could do no better than 
take a leaf out of the Inverclydebuzz 
book. 
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Want to help ?     Plant for Pollinators in your garden 
 
Providing food and shelter is the easiest way 
to help our vital pollinating insects. 

Pollinators need flowers that produce lots of 
nectar (for energy) and pollen (for protein). 
The key period for your garden to be in bloom 
for pollinators is between March and October. 

Spring and autumn are tricky months for 
pollinators as they emerge from or prepare to 
enter hibernation. Aim to have pollinator-
friendly plants flowering in your garden 
around March and October. 

With bulbs remember that daffodils are not 
the best for pollinators. Supplement them with 
some pollinator-friendly bulbs – you might try 
snowdrop, crocus, allium and grape hyacinth.  

Window boxes are a good idea as are pots 
and hanging baskets. Many plants will do well 
in containers – herbs are very popular for the 
scent and colour they can provide. Amongst 
the herbs worth considering are chives, 
lavender, rosemary, sage and thyme.  

The suggestions in the table below are not 
exhaustive; and our website carries many 
more ideas and tips. 

Many of us have been brought up to believe 
that a tidy garden and a well-clipped lawn are 

part and parcel of efficient gardening. 
However, you can help by reducing mowing 
to create an undisturbed wildflower patch, 
strip or meadow for pollinators.  

Weeds have had a bad name. An example 
being the much-maligned dandelion. If you 
can avoid cutting your grass until the 
dandelions have flowered but before they set 
seed, they will provide an important source of 
food for all types of pollinators.  

Hedgerows offer a habitat for wildlife that 
fences can never match. Bumblebees often 
nest in the long grass at the base of flowering 
hedgerows which are a valuable food source. 
Consider planting hedgerows made of 
flowering trees and shrubs such as Hazel, 
Willow, Blackthorn and Hawthorn.  

You can encourage others by sharing 
pollinator-friendly plants. Plants and seed can 
be expensive, but for many pollinator-friendly 
species, existing plants can be divided or new 
plants can be grown from cuttings.  

 
The Bumblebee Conservation Trust’s 
BeeKind is an excellent example of the kind 
of free resources available to help choose 
plants if you are looking for inspiration
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Working with the farming sector 

 
 
In August we spent a fascinating day visiting GWCT’s Balgonie demonstration farm site. An excellent tour 

of the farm included a session looking at the potential benefits of various seed mixes for pollinators.  
Included was a pollen and nectar mix which was providing vital forage for pollinators and is suitable for field 

margins, out of production fields and awkward corners. Clearly there is plenty of scope to work with 
growers to create and maintain pollinator habitat on farms alongside other elements. 
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Objective 3: Manage commercial use of pollinators to benefit 
native pollinators 

What we need to do 

 Ensure the process of screening commercial honey bees, and imported/managed bumblebees, for pests and 
diseases continues to safeguard our wild pollinators. 

 Review biosecurity measures for imported bees, particularly bumblebees, aiming to support healthy populations of 
pollinators in the wild. 

 Ensure that practical advice is available to reduce the potential for pest and pathogen transfer, and disease 
impacts on wild pollinators. 

 Reduce the reliance on imported bees for commercial pollination. 
 Encourage and support ways to increase the use of naturally-occurring pollinators. 

Project Organisation Update  

Supporting and sustaining a 
healthy honey bee population and 
beekeeping industry in Scotland 
through continuing to implement 
the measures set out until 2020 in 
the Honey Bee Health Strategy for 
Scotland (HBHS). (S) 

SG / SASA / 
SRUC / Bee 
Farmers’ 
Association  / 
SBA 

A continual programme of bee health education 
including workshops, talks and event attendance. 
Local bee breeding programme actively encouraged. 
Minutes of meetings and relevant documents continue 
to be posted on SG website @ 
http://www.gov.scot/Topics/farmingrural/Agriculture/ani
mal-welfare/bee/strategy 

The Bee Health Strategy expires in 2020 and the 
outcomes of the first 10 years are currently under 
review with a view to a new strategy being drafted in 
late 2020. 

 

Development of an informative 
position statement on the interplay 
between wild bumblebees and 
managed honeybees. 

BBCT Bumblebee Conservation Trust is currently producing a 
position statement on the interactions between 
managed honeybee colonies and wild bumblebees. 

 

Imported bees 

Identifying actions required to 
minimise the risks of managed 
bees (imported and locally 
produced) to native pollinator 
species.  

Reviewing the pathways by which 
commercially produced pollinators 
enter Scotland to determine the 
current scale and biosecurity risks. 

Develop a suite of tests and a 
standardised process to assess 
bumblebee health; ensure best 
practice guidance is available for 
pollinator box users.  

 

Bee Health 
Inspectorate 

SNH 

SNHBS 

Import inspections continue at a higher level than 
required; Novel pathogens added to list of pests and 
diseases to be targeted during import checks and 
national surveys.  

HBHS supports beekeeper education and local 
breeding to reduce requirement for imported honey 
bees and potential impact of disease. Aims of HBHS 
and work of SG Bee Health team all contribute towards 
reducing honey bee losses through improved disease 
control, thus reducing the requirements for imports and 
generally raising the health status of managed (honey) 
bees and their wild neighbours. 

Review of pathways, scale and risk compiled  

New methods now available at SASA to screen 
bumble bees for known pathogens – presented to soft 
fruit growers at SCRR 2019 and possible survey in 
future years. 

Best practice for bumblebee package use presented to 
soft fruit growers and industry reps at SCRR in 
February 2019 

Annual workshops and talks are part of regular BHIP 
schedule. Science workshop is at planning stage. 

 



 

28 
 

Objective 4: Raise awareness and encourage action 

What we need to do  

 Ensure that the value and vulnerability of plants and their pollinators is widely recognised. 
 Increase awareness within key sectors and among the public of opportunities to help pollinators and their habitats. 
 Support and raise awareness of schemes and organisations that encourage people to identify and record 

pollinating species. 
 Support initiatives by local and national environmental groups that increase the diversification and connectivity of 

flower-rich habitats in the countryside and urban areas. 
 Encourage and support land managers to restore or create native flower-rich habitats to enhance pollinator 

abundance and diversity. Work together to carry out management at a landscape scale, including urban green 
space and urban fringe areas. 

Project Organisation Update  

Graduate placement project with 
construction and planning industries to 
produce guidance for developers on the 
benefits for people and pollinators of 
incorporating pollinator-friendly 
approaches into new developments. (L) 

SNH Guidance published on SNH website and promoted 
in September 2019 

 

Glasgow City Council’s Flower Power 
project ensures that plants used across 
the council’s parks and gardens are, 
wherever possible, locally grown and 
encourage community involvement. 
Managing parks and gardens in a 
manner that is sympathetic to the needs 
of pollinators in terms of both food 
requirements and habitat creation. (M) 

Glasgow City 
Council 

Wildflower nursery at Pollok Country Park 
continues to supply plants used in Glasgow’s parks 
(1500 wildflower plugs and 27 different species). 
Signage highlights value of managing parklands 
with provision for pollinators, incorporating their 
nesting, shelter and food requirements. Areas of 
unmown grassland enhanced by introducing local 
provenance wildflowers. The latter covers 42 strips 
across the city amounting to 4180m2 and 8kg of 
seed mix. 

 

Downloadable guides on the Garden for 
Life Forum offering tips and 
encouragement for wildlife-friendly 
gardening (S) 
(www.gardenforlife.org.uk). 

KSB Includes the section ‘Bedding plants for pollinators’ 
(www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/local-
environmental-quality/community-projects/garden-
for-life/resources/) 

 

The Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh 
highlights the presence and role of 
pollinators. The Garden’s internationally 
recognised botanical expertise ensures 
that the value of pollinators is routinely 
highlighted. (S) 

RBGE There were several pollinator-related activities on 
offer at the RBGE in the run-up to summer, there 
was also considerable interest in the Living 
(flowering) Lawns trial. 

 

Providing regular updates, news and 
features on pollinator-related activity 
through the Scotland’s Pollinator blog 
and the associated twitter feed  (S) 

SNH Publishing blogs, social media posts and 
infographics. Sharing and cross-promoting these 
materials. Investigating options to ‘place’ pollinator 
stories in the press. 

 

Continuing to develop guidance, tailored 
to a range of audiences (farmers, 
councils, schools, gardeners), on 
practical action to help pollinators. This 
increases awareness of the value of 
assisting and recording pollinator 
species. (S) 

BBCT /Buglife / 
Butterfly 
Conservation  

A wide range of guidance now published on these 
key environmental websites. East Scotland BC 
have established a new “People and Pollinators” 
grant scheme which provides up to £200 to 
schools/community groups to create a pollinator 
friendly area in their grounds. Successful groups 
will also be matched with a mentor.  

 

Working with partners, including policy 
makers and those with practical skills in 
the management of habitats, to raise 
public awareness and understanding of 
the needs and status of pollinator 
populations. Video guidance and 
information for farmers. (S) 

SFAS / AHDB / 
SRUC / Soil 
Association 

Three SFAS practical guides produced and 
available online via the Farm Advisory Service’s 
Environmental Portal: 

 Why and How to Increase Pollinators on 
Your Farm  

 Pollinator Types and Food Sources on 
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Small Units  
 10 Steps To Helping Pollinators On Small 

Units 

Two videos produced and available online via the 
Farm Advisory Services Environmental and Crop 
and Soils portals:  

 Promoting pollinators on your farm  
 The benefits of pollinators to oilseed rape 

growers 

Insect Pollinators and Pollination section added to 
the Scotland’s Farm Advisory Service’s 
Environmental Portal. Information includes how to 
promote wild pollinators, how to monitor pollinators 
(including links to PoMS) and information on 
managed pollinators (March 2019). 

 
80% of crops grown in Scotland rely on 
insect pollination. Acting as a partner in 
delivering the Agri Environment Climate 
Scheme, under the SRDP, SNH has 
helped deliver £178million to 2,509 
businesses with many actions, 
particularly in the arable sector, 
specifically targeted to pollinator needs 
as well as for the management of semi-
natural grasslands. (L) 

SNH Agri-environment funding for pollinators is being 
accessed via this scheme. 

 

SNH is working with Scottish 
Government to develop revised policy 
for the CAP/Brexit transition period 
2021 – 2024. (M) 

SNH Focus on maintaining stability of the current 
farming support scheme architecture, simplifying it 
where possible, whilst amending it to help address 
both the climate change emergency (see 2019 
IPCC report) and biodiversity loss (see 2019 
IPBES report).   Our work on future, post-2024, 
rural policy and how a more transformational 
change in land use can be brought about to deliver 
on the above policy drivers as well as build a 
resilient and diverse rural economy are central 
elements of our work.  Piloting an outcome-based 
approach to agriculture support in Scotland 
(POBAS).  This includes testing biodiversity 
outcomes on range of farm types (intensive arable 
included) and a different way of incentivising 
farmers to deliver these.  

 

Development of BeeKind, an online 
educational resource to help people 
grow appropriate flowers for 
bumblebees and other pollinators. (M) 

BBCT The tool is aimed at helping everyone, from 
individuals to schools, businesses and local 
authorities, to help improve their greenspaces for 
pollinators. 

 

Illustrating what public good looks like 
on Scottish Farms (pollinators are listed 
as a public good) to demonstrate more 
clearly the public benefits generated by 
farm support schemes. (L) 

SNH Monitoring the outcomes generated by the current 
SRDP/AECS scheme on Scottish farms. Gathering 
evidence from across Europe on ways in which 
land managers are encouraged to deliver 
environmental outcomes on farm land to inform 
future rural policy. 

 

Weeds – promote importance of ‘weeds’ 
for pollinators. Ensures that a key range 
of plants are harnessed for their 
pollinator-friendly value. (S) 

Buglife Buglife continues to highlight the range of 
pollinators found on brownfield sites and compares 
numbers with those at more managed sites to 
explore potential considerations when 
contemplating brownfield reclamation.  
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There is increasingly recognition that, in 
some areas, roadside verges are now 
acting as ‘wildlife corridors’ that form an 
intricate habitat network. Supporting the 
increase in the diversification and 
connectivity of these flower-rich habitats 
is advantageous. (M) 

Angus 
Council/Tayside 
Biodiversity 
Partnership 

Management of established Angus Council 
projects to maintain wildflower verges and monitor 
management approaches. Encouraging others to 
follow suit. 

 

Pollinator Pledge & Square Metre for 
Butterflies – Edinburgh Living 
Landscape aims to increase the number 
of people improving their gardens, office 
sites and allotments for wildlife. The 
square metre work includes roof-top 
gardens. (M) 

SWT / RBGE / 
Butterfly 
Conservation 

Areas of Edinburgh targeted to encourage people 
to sign up to these projects. Green roofs have been 
planted on publicly-owned properties by private 
business and employees have contributed to 
monitoring work. 

 

Raising awareness of the Asian hornet 
through the Asian hornet contingency 
plan and associated guidance on 
BeeBase. (M) 

SG In mid-September 2019 we published both a blog 
from SASA and promoted this subject on our twitter 
feed. This is likely to be a repeat annual event from 
this point onwards. 

 

Improvement works at Engineering 
depots to benefit biodiversity and 
pollinators in particular. (S) 

ScotRail Works carried out at Yoker and Shields depots in 
Glasgow, Haymarket depot in Edinburgh and 
Inverness depot. Wildflower meadows were sown 
with native species, shrubs and fruit trees planted, 
ponds built and raised beds installed. 

 

Since 2014 North Lanarkshire has had 
a distinct Pollinator Plan, which includes 
elements such as support for creation of 
wildflower meadows.  

North 
Lanarkshire 
Council 

North Lanarkshire Council’s Greenspace 
Development has developed a number of 
wildflower meadows in public spaces such as 
parks, museum grounds, Local Nature Reserves 
and school grounds. This Pollinator Plan is due to 
updated shortly 
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Objective 5: Evidence – monitor and evaluate whether 
Scotland’s pollinators are thriving 

What we need to do 

 Gather and analyse data to better understand pollinator population trends, habitat availability and connectivity to 
ensure that the correct actions are being taken for pollinators and habitats. 

 Support monitoring and recording schemes for key species, notably bees, hoverflies, moths, butterflies and wild 
plants. 

 Encourage citizen science and other volunteer projects that add value to existing monitoring initiatives to help 
deliver the National Pollinator Monitoring Scheme. 

Project Organisation Update  

Completing regular LBAP monitoring 
reports and obligatory Biodiversity 
Duty reports. These increasingly 
highlight specific pollinator-friendly 
actions. (L) 

Local authorities These regular and detailed reports will be of 
considerable help in building a clearer picture of 
the state of our pollinators. Attendance by the 
Pollinator Strategy Manager at LBAP meetings 
further enhances connections and sharing of good 
practice. 

 

 

BeeWalk is a standardised citizen 
scientist monitoring scheme that 
collects bumblebee data from across 
the UK to gain an accurate 
understanding of current bumblebee 
populations and distributions. (L) 

BBCT The 2019 BeeWalk Annual Report covering 2008-
2018 was published in May 2019. This is the most 
comprehensive data we have on bumblebee 
abundance throughout the UK. The report revealed 
that several of our most common species had a 
poor year in 2018, potentially because of the 
extreme cold weather in spring, followed by a 
summer heatwave. 

 

 

Using objectives outlined in the 
Pollinator Implementation Plan to 
monitor achievements and direct future 
efforts. (L) 

 

SNH An Annual Progress Report will ensure current 
information and projects are highlighted to help to 
inform future Implementation Plan actions. This 
report follows on from our initial 2018 report. 

 

Pollinator Demonstration Farm 
(Lochend of Barra in Aberdeenshire) 
provides a platform to explore and 
demonstrate means of enhancing 
pollinator provision in intensive arable 
farming systems. (L) 

Soil 
Association/SRUC 

Three-year demonstration site to assess plant mix 
and habitat size implications for pollinators.  

Farm demonstration event in July 2018.  

Pollinator-friendly management was instigated in 
2018 and surveying to evaluate the impact on 
pollinators and beneficial insects will continue in 
2019. 

 

 

Large-scale farm experiment testing 
methods for sustainable intensification 
of arable and grassland farming. (L)  

CEH The ASSIST programme https://assist.ceh.ac.uk/ 
runs until 2022 with experimental sites across 
England testing impacts of a) flower margins and 
in-field strips on pollinators, pollination and natural 
pest control in arable crops and b) sustainable 
grazing and pasture enhancement on grassland 
farms. The results will be shared across the UK. 

 

Mapping crop coverage and 
associated use of pesticides in arable 
farming. (L) 

JHI/University of 
Dundee 

Creation of maps intended to facilitate analysis of 
trends and impacts on pollinators. 
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Supporting the National Pollinator 
Monitoring Scheme in Scotland. (S) 

CEH/SNH/SG Support of PoMS work through promotion of FIT 
counts, financial support towards the 1km square 
surveys, and modelling of distribution trends for 
Scotland is in place for a further two years from 
2019. 

 

Developing a Scottish monitoring 
programme through bioblitz surveys. 
(L) 

JHI Using the JHI estate and surrounding farms to 
assess pollinator species and their numbers. 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Tell us about your project   
Do you have a pollinator-friendly projects which hasn’t been highlighted in this report?  

If so we would love to hear from you and acknowledge your work in our next Progress Report.  

 

Please contact jim.jeffrey@nature.scot.  

 


