
Conservation translocations, such 
as reintroductions, can provide a 
conservation benefit by increasing the 
number of individuals or places in which 
a species occurs. They can also offset 
biodiversity declines caused by habitat 
loss, climate change, or other human 
impacts on the environment.

Many conservation translocations are 
low-risk. However, some have the 
potential for negative impacts on the 
environment and other land-uses.

The Scottish Code for Conservation 
Translocations has been produced by 
the National Species Reintroduction 
Forum. The Code sets out when 
conservation translocations may be 
appropriate and the types of situation 
in which they may cause problems to 
wildlife, people, and the environment.

The Scottish 
Code for  
Conservation 
Translocations
Conservation translocations 
involve the deliberate 
movement and release of 
plants, animals or fungi into 
the wild for conservation 
purposes. 



A summary of the Code:

– Work out whether translocation  
 is the best option – Could other  
 conservation actions provide  
 a lower-risk and lower-cost  
 solution? 

– Where translocation is the best  
 option, develop a clear plan to  
 deliver a well-defined conservation  
 benefit

– Obtain all necessary permissions  
 and licences

– Maximise the chances of success  
 by understanding the biological  
 needs of the species

– Take great care to protect the  
 species being moved, the habitat  
 it is being released into, and avoid  
 the spread of invasive species,  
 pests and diseases

– Where translocations may   
 affect people, consult with land- 
 users and other interested groups  
 and individuals to identify ways  
 the translocation can provide them  
 with benefits, and do not   
 undertake translocations that  
 would cause unacceptable harm  
 to people’s wellbeing, livelihoods  
 and recreational activities 

– Monitor the translocation and  
 respond to any issues that arise

– Keep people informed and   
 share information about the  
 translocation to guide future  
 projects 

A full version of the Code, and the 
associated Best Practice Guidelines 
for Conservation Translocations in 
Scotland, can be found by going to  
www.snh.gov.uk/translocation-code.

Photography: Mark Hamblin, Sue Scott/SNH and Lorne Gill/SNH.


