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Renewable energy and the natural heritage 
 

Summary 
 

1. This position statement sets out how we will support implementation of the Scottish 
Government’s renewable energy targets and the transition to a low carbon economy, 
as set out in National Planning Framework 3.  We recognise the importance of 
addressing climate change and the important contribution which renewable energy can 
make towards this.   
 

2. We also recognise the contribution of renewable energy development to wider 
objectives for sustainable economic growth.  This includes the creation of jobs and 
benefits for local communities.  We therefore strongly support the development of 
renewable energy sources as a replacement for energy produced from fossil fuels and 
we recognise the benefits for our natural heritage from tackling climate change.  We 
are also committed to embracing the Regulatory Reform agenda and we have 
embedded this in our approach to planning and development. 

 
3. Alongside this, we wish to safeguard those elements of the natural heritage that are of 

most value, to ensure that the natural heritage can continue to enrich the lives of 
people who live in and visit Scotland.  We therefore seek a balance between the need 
to develop renewable energy sources and the need to protect our natural capital. 

 
4. In supporting the development of renewables, we recognise that change to some of 

Scotland’s landscapes, habitats and species is unavoidable.  To minimise such 
impacts, we encourage a strategic approach in which renewable energy development 
is guided towards the locations and the technologies most easily accommodated within 
Scotland’s landscapes and habitats. Proposals should optimise energy generation 
whilst safeguarding elements of the natural heritage that are nationally and 
internationally important, in line with Scottish Planning Policy.  Opportunities for 
positive habitat and species management on development sites should be maximised. 

 
5. In the longer term, improvement in energy efficiency and demand reduction are critical 

to the transition to a low carbon economy.  We aim to take a leading role in 
demonstrating best practice across the SNH estate. 

 
6. The future pattern of electricity supply and consumption will be very different from the 

existing grid.  There is therefore a need for a long-term strategic approach to grid 
development especially for offshore wave, wind and tidal stream technologies.  
Mitigation measures will be necessary in some areas to maintain the quality of the 
natural heritage.  This could involve accepting the costs of undergrounding or subsea 
connections to avoid the visual impact of new overhead transmission lines.   

 
7. Renewable energy for transport has been focused on biofuels. While some biofuels 

can make a positive contribution towards reducing greenhouse gas emissions, biofuels 
have a relatively limited potential for replacing fossil fuels due to the availability of land 
for feedstock production and the risk of exacerbating environmental pressures.  Our 
position is set out in more detail in Bioenergy and the Natural Heritage. 

 
8. To reduce the risk of renewable energy development having adverse impacts on the 

natural heritage, we will encourage use of a strong strategic planning framework.  This 
should ensure that development is well-located and designed, with technology types 
and development proposals guided towards areas with the least natural heritage 
sensitivity.  We consider that the government’s current renewable energy generation 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2014/06/3539
http://www.snh.gov.uk/planning-and-development/renewable-energy/bioenergy/
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targets can be met through a variety of development options in terms of the 
technology, scale and spatial distribution.  

 

 
The importance of climate change 
 
9. Renewable energy developments can contribute towards climate change objectives.  

However, taken along their whole life cycle, renewable technologies have variable 
carbon costs and these can offset some of the carbon savings achieved by replacing 
fossil fuels with renewables.  For example, renewable energy developments on 
peatland should be carefully assessed for greenhouse gas savings / carbon payback 
across their full lifecycle, especially in the longer term as the carbon benefit of 
displacing increasingly low carbon electricity diminishes.   

 
10. In cold climates, hydropower generally delivers high carbon savings and provides a 

good alternative to fossil fuels1.  Estimates also indicate that wind farms will ‘pay’ for 
themselves quickly.  

 
11. When wind farms are built on peatlands, carbon payback time is estimated to be less 

than 3-5 years provided good practice is being followed in site management and 
selection.  However, the payback period could be much longer if poor siting and design 
of the wind farm on peatland causes large amounts of peat excavation and/or damage 
of peat.  

 
12. Carbon payback may also be longer (or shorter) when other considerations are taken 

into account. For example, any tree felling carried out on site; habitat restoration or 
drainage alterations can affect the payback period.  Further detail is provided in the 
Scottish Government’s report Calculating Carbon Savings from Wind farms on Scottish 
Peatlands - A New Approach2.   

 
13. The carbon payback period for marine energy devices is estimated to range from one 

to two years3. The carbon (equivalent) savings delivered by bioenergy will vary 
significantly depending on the type of feedstocks, previous land use, the amount of 
fossil energy used for cultivation, harvesting, transportation and processing, nitrous 
oxide emissions (from use of nitrogen fertiliser) and end use efficiency.   

A large solar array on the SNH estate at Battleby 
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Our role in supporting renewable energy development 
 
The following principles will inform our view on renewable energy developments: 
 

– we encourage the assessment of all renewable energy developments for their 
natural heritage impacts.  We encourage a proportionate approach taking into 
account the scale of the proposals and the sensitivity of the natural heritage 
interests involved 

 
– to accommodate future renewable energy generation on the scale required, 

there is a need for change to be accepted in some of Scotland’s landscapes.   
However, we consider that areas which are highly valued for natural heritage 
assets should be protected   

 
– we will provide advice to local authorities, Scottish Ministers and developers 

within the context of Scottish Planning Policy.  This includes the need to 
consider cumulative impacts and avoid significant adverse effects on the 
natural heritage qualities for which areas of national or international 
importance have been designated   

 
– we encourage the use of clear spatial planning as set out in Scottish Planning 

Policy  
 
– we encourage renewable energy to be developed in a way that provides net 

benefits for the rural economy and contributes towards our natural capital 
 
– we support community development of renewables where they comply with 

the principles outlined in Scottish Planning Policy 
 
– we  encourage renewable energy to be developed in locations which minimise 

generation, transmission and distribution losses, as well as transport 
distances between plant and resource, to minimise the effects on the natural 
heritage 

 
To deliver the above we will: 
 

– provide certainty for development interests at the earliest opportunity, advising 
planning authorities and developers on the location of features of natural 
heritage importance, their sensitivity and value, and their ability to 
accommodate renewable developments.  Our Renewable Energy Service 
Level Statement outlines the stages at which we seek input into the process 
of developing renewable energy proposals and the level of service that we will 
offer to developers, planning authorities and Government   

 
– assist local authorities in planning strategically for renewable energy, by 

publishing guidance and by assisting in local landscape capacity studies 
 
– maintain effective liaison with the renewables industry and seek joint 

approaches to areas of common interest such as developing standard 
methodologies for assessing impacts on landscapes, seascapes, biodiversity, 
soils and water quality 

 
– share experience and develop advice to help promote skills and consistency 

in the assessment of renewable energy proposals 
 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2014/06/5823
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2014/06/5823
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2014/06/5823
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2014/06/5823
http://www.snh.gov.uk/planning-and-development/renewable-energy/our-approach-to-renewables/managing-applications/
http://www.snh.gov.uk/planning-and-development/renewable-energy/our-approach-to-renewables/managing-applications/
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Renewable energy and the natural heritage 
 
Background and Context 
 

Introduction 
 
14. All known forms of energy generation have some impact upon the environment.  We 

provide recommendations to minimise adverse effects on the natural heritage, 
including those caused by climate change, in Energy and the natural heritage. 

 
15. To address climate change we need to minimise the greenhouse gas emissions 

associated with the use of fossil fuels and switch to a low carbon economy.  Our views 
on climate change are set out in more detail in Climate change and nature in Scotland. 

 
16. Renewable sources of energy, such as wind, wave, tidal, solar, hydro and biomass are 

widely available and can substitute fossil energy.  However they have their own 
impacts on landscapes, habitats and species and need to be developed in a way that 
minimises the effects and maximises the benefits. 

 
The policy context and targets 
 
17. European Directive 2009/28 on the promotion of the use of energy from renewable 

sources sets a mandatory target of 20% for renewable energy's share of total energy 
consumption in the European Union by 2020.  This includes a target for the UK to 
achieve 15% of its energy demand from renewable sources, and a mandatory 10% 
target for the share of renewable energy in transport fuels consumption for all Member 
States.   
 

18. The Scottish Government’s target is to meet the equivalent of 100% of Scotland’s 
electricity demand from renewable sources by 2020. Scottish Ministers have set an 
11% target for renewable heat as part of the Renewable Heat Action Plan.  The 
responsibility for planning for renewable energy development is executively devolved 
to the Scottish Government.  

 
Targets for proportion of energy from renewables by 2020  

EU target  20% 
UK target  15% 
Scottish target  30% 

 
Targets for proportion of electricity from renewables by 2020: 

UK target  30%  
Scottish target  100% 

 
Targets for proportion of transport fuels from renewables by 2020 

EU target  10%  
UK target  10%  

 
Targets for proportion of heat from renewables by 2020 

UK target  12%  
Scottish target  11%  

 
 

http://www.snh.gov.uk/policy-and-guidance/policy-documents/document/?category_code=Policy&topic_id=1064
http://www.snh.gov.uk/publications-data-and-research/publications/search-the-catalogue/publication-detail/?id=1421
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2009/11/04154534/0
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Targets for reduction in greenhouse gas emissions by 2020 (relative to 1990 levels) 

EU obligation  20%  
UK target  34%  
Scottish target  42% 

 
Targets for reduction in greenhouse gas emissions by 2050 (relative to 1990 levels) 

UK target  80%  
Scottish target  80%  

 

Energy supply and demand in Scotland 
 
Electricity 
 
19. In Scotland, maximum electricity generation capacity is about 10GW against a typical 

maximum demand of around 6GW.  With current decommissioning of nuclear and 
coal-fired plants, 42% of thermal generating capacity will be out of use by 20234, but 
this is being rapidly replaced by new renewables capacity.  The rapid expansion of 
renewable electricity sources has a vital role in meeting this requirement and the 
transition to a low carbon economy. 
 

20. The Scottish Government’s target for 2020 translates into a requirement of around 15-
16 GW of generating capacity.  In October 2013 the existing installed renewables 
capacity was just over 6.4GW.  With an additional 8.85GW of capacity approved, and 
over 17 GW in development, Scotland is well on track to meet the current target.  The 
2020 target does not represent a cap on development and proposals lie within the 
planning system to take us well beyond 100%. 

 
Transmission 
 
21. Many renewable energy sources – wind, wave, tidal and forestry – are most abundant 

in areas that are not currently well connected by high voltage transmission lines.  To 
enable renewable resources potential to be fully harnessed, significant upgrading and 
extension of the grid within Scotland will be required.  The National Planning 
Framework foresees land-based grid reinforcements and sub-sea transmission links to 
support the development of renewable energy for both local supply and export.  The 
natural heritage implications have yet to be fully considered. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The combined effect of generating and transmission infrastructure 
should be taken in to account 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Built-Environment/planning/National-Planning-Framework
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Built-Environment/planning/National-Planning-Framework
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Heat and transport 
 
22. The transport sector relies mostly on oil followed by electricity, with a total energy 

consumption estimated at around 47 TWh in 2002 (less than a third of total energy 
consumption in Scotland)5. The percentage of transport energy from renewable 
sources stood at 3.2% in 2012 for the UK6. About half of the total energy use in 
Scotland is for heat7.   

 

Renewable resources in Scotland 
 
Onshore 
 
23. Renewable electricity generation is currently dominated by hydro schemes and 

onshore wind farms.  The remainder comes from biomass, offshore wind farms, wave 
and tidal8.  Heat can be generated from a range of renewable sources including 
biomass, solar and geothermal.  Liquid or gas transport biofuels can be derived from 
certain types of biomass.  Solar systems (both thermal and photovoltaic) are making 
an increasing contribution.  There are limited opportunities for large new hydro.  There 
are still opportunities for further small-scale hydro, although the total energy potential 
is likely to be relatively small. 
 

24. Scotland holds some potential for the production of bioenergy, thanks to its forestry 
resource and its agricultural land.  Marine biomass from seaweeds is another potential 
resource for bioenergy.  Waste residues from organic domestic, municipal, commercial 
or industrial waste can also be used to produce energy. 

 
Marine 
 
25. The potential for harvesting wind, wave and tidal energy from around Scotland’s 

coasts is huge.  Scotland is considered to have the best wind resource (onshore and 
offshore) in Europe.  Associated with high wind speeds, Scotland also has excellent 
wave power resources, which can be harnessed offshore or along the shoreline.  
Approximately 4.25GW of offshore wind capacity was consented during 2014.  
 

26. The tidal currents that exist around Scotland’s coastline also offer a significant power 
resource.  Strong tidal movements offer the opportunity for underwater devices 
operating in tidal streams.      

 
Microgeneration and renewable space heating 

 
27. Microgeneration technologies produce heat and/or power primarily for local use, but 

with the potential to export unused power to the national grid.  These technologies 
include combined heat and power, run-of-river hydro, solar thermal, photovoltaics, 
small wind turbines, heat pumps and fuel cells.  Most forms of microgeneration, 
especially where they are fully integrated with buildings, have minimal adverse impacts 
on the natural heritage.  Our guidance on Micro renewables and the natural heritage 
provides further detail. 

 
Looking ahead 
 

28. In the future, the development of hydrogen as a clean fuel and a means of storing 
energy may also be of significance, the hydrogen being extracted either from organic 
material (the remains of which are otherwise disposed of) or from water using 
electricity from renewable sources.  Biogas can also be used as fuel for transportation 

http://www.snh.gov.uk/planning-and-development/renewable-energy/micro-renewables/
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while electric vehicles can use electricity generated from renewable sources.  These 
technologies are unlikely to lead to significant effects on the natural heritage. 

 
Impacts of renewables upon the natural heritage 
 
29. Renewable energy developments have the potential to affect valued elements of the 

natural heritage.  However, the frameworks of policy, planning and support can help 
get the right technologies, and the right kinds of developments in the right places. They 
can also be used to minimise impacts on the natural heritage whilst optimising energy 
generation. 
 

30. Many of the impacts of renewables developments are reversible, whereas the impacts 
of climate change are not.  Whilst this makes renewable energy development very 
attractive, renewable energy schemes should still be designed as carefully as possible 
to ensure that, should it be required, the infrastructure can be removed leaving minimal 
visible and ecological effects.   
 

31. There are also opportunities to get positive effects on the natural heritage, for 
example, from the management of habitats to the opportunity to improve access.  Our 
suite of guidance seeks to maximise these broader benefits. 

 
Landscape and visual impacts 
 
32. ‘Scotland’s landscapes are spectacular, contributing to our quality of life, our national 

identity and the visitor economy. Landscape quality is found across Scotland and all 
landscapes support place-making. National Scenic Areas and National Parks attract 
many visitors and reinforce our international image. We also want to continue our 
strong protection for our wildest landscapes – wild land is a nationally important 
asset’1. 
 

33. As well as contributing to the quality of life for those who live in Scotland, our 
landscapes are a major economic asset.  They are the basis for the tourism industry, 
Scotland’s largest employment sector.  Concern for the future of this industry presents 
a strong economic argument for avoiding adverse impacts from renewable energy 
development on those aspects of the Scottish landscape that attract tourism. 

 
34. Wind farms can lead to significant change in Scotland’s landscapes because of their 

size and modern, man-made character.  Areas proposed for development, particularly 
in the uplands, tend to be in prominent and open locations that can also be valued for 
their scenic and wild land qualities.  The effect on people’s experience of the 
countryside caused by this kind of development, and by the track systems to service 
them, can be considerable depending on the opinions held by the viewer, the location 
and design.  Our role is to minimise these effects through the provision of guidance on 
siting and design, and advice on individual applications. 

 
35. Opportunities for large scale hydro schemes are often found in areas where 

landscapes are relatively unmodified by humankind, with the impact on landscape 
resulting from the structure and its effects on the water body, as well as any 
associated infrastructure.   

 

                                            
1
 National Planning Framework 3, para 4.4 
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36. The production of feedstocks for bioenergy developments can add to landscape 
diversity or adversely change landscape character depending on siting, scale of 
plantations and management.  

 
37. To help reduce the impact on Scotland’s landscapes, a wealth of guidance is available 

on assessing and reducing the impacts of renewable energy development on the 
natural heritage.  For example: 

 
-   Visual Representation of Wind farms advises on tools and techniques to 

carry out a visual analysis and sets down minimum requirements.   
 
-  Advice on the cumulative landscape impacts of wind farms is provided in 

our Assessing the Cumulative impacts of Wind farms guidance. 
   
-  Our guidance on Assessing the impact of small-scale wind energy 

proposals on the natural heritage explores the issues specific to small 
groups of 1 to 3 turbines.   

 
-  Siting and Designing Wind farms in the Landscape sets out the key 

landscape and visual issues relevant to wind farm development.   
 

38. Further guidance on hydro is available in Guidance for applicants on supporting 
information requirements for hydropower applications, which is available from SEPA 
and published jointly with SNH and Marine Scotland. 

 
39. Similarly, small-scale developments serving individual farms or houses can usually be 

accommodated in most landscapes with sensitive siting.  Our guidance on Micro 
renewables and the natural heritage advises on the potential natural heritage impacts, 
though in most cases these will be very low. 

 
40. Collectively, this guidance guides renewable energy development, in terms of location, 

scale and design, to those landscapes that can accept change, avoiding areas which 
are held in high value and landscapes which are protected.    If not carefully guided, 
large-scale encouragement of new renewables technologies could result in a major 
and pervasive built intrusion into Scottish landscapes.    

 
41. For example, we have developed Strategic Locational Guidance for Onshore Wind 

farms to provide a strategic view of the natural heritage sensitivities, including 
landscape designations, that can steer onshore wind farm development.  This is 
currently being revised to take account of the new Scottish Planning Policy (2014).  It 
broadly indicates where there is likely to be the greatest scope for wind farm 
development and where there are the most significant constraints in natural heritage 
terms.  It also provides more detailed position statements on onshore wind energy.   

 
 
 

 
 

http://www.snh.gov.uk/planning-and-development/renewable-energy/visual-representation/
http://www.snh.gov.uk/docs/A675503.pdf
http://www.snh.gov.uk/docs/A1323094.pdf
http://www.snh.gov.uk/docs/A1323094.pdf
http://www.snh.gov.uk/publications-data-and-research/publications/search-the-catalogue/publication-detail/?id=2128
http://www.sepa.org.uk/water/hydropower.aspx
http://www.sepa.org.uk/water/hydropower.aspx
http://www.snh.gov.uk/planning-and-development/renewable-energy/micro-renewables/
http://www.snh.gov.uk/planning-and-development/renewable-energy/micro-renewables/
http://www.snh.gov.uk/planning-and-development/renewable-energy/onshore-wind/
http://www.snh.gov.uk/planning-and-development/renewable-energy/onshore-wind/
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Built-Environment/planning/Policy
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Ecological impacts 

 
Whereas the landscape and visual impacts, and process for assessing and mitigating these, 
are often similar, the ecological impact from renewable energy development varies from 
technology to technology.  This section addresses each technology in turn.  All renewables 
have the potential to benefit habitats and species by helping to tackle climate change. 
 
Onshore wind farms 
 

42. Wind farm developments present three types of risks to birds: habitat loss, disturbance 
and collision.  These are described in more detail in our guidance on assessing these 
effects. 
 

43. Rare species, and those protected under national and international legislation, require 
careful risk assessment on a site-specific, and species-specific, basis. We have 
developed a range of guidance to help assess the impacts of wind farms on birds and 
this is available on our website. In most cases careful design and mitigation can avoid 
significant effects. 

 
44. Developments that would have an adverse effect on the integrity of nature 

conservation interests of international importance (i.e. Natura sites) should only be 
considered where there is no alternative solution, and there are reasons of over-riding 
public interest.  Further guidance on Natura can be found on our website.  

 
45. The construction of turbines, tracks and other associated infrastructure can have direct 

impacts on sensitive natural habitats, especially peatland.  Peat slides can occur as a 
result of wind farm infrastructure affecting peat stability.  Areas where there is a 
significant peat slide risk should be avoided.  Careful design, siting and drainage of 

 
Cumulative effects of wind farms must be carefully assessed, including those 
between large and smaller scale developments 

http://www.snh.gov.uk/planning-and-development/renewable-energy/onshore-wind/windfarm-impacts-on-birds-guidance/
http://www.snh.gov.uk/planning-and-development/renewable-energy/onshore-wind/
http://www.snh.gov.uk/protecting-scotlands-nature/protected-areas/international-designations/natura-sites/
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tracks, turbines and crane pads can help minimise risk.  Advice is provided in the 
Scottish Government’s guidance Peat Landslide Hazard and Risk Assessments: Best 
Practice Guide for Proposed Electricity Generation Developments9 and in Good 
Practice During Wind farm Construction. 

 
Hydroelectric 

 
46. Hydroelectric developments fall into two types: storage and run-of-river.  Storage 

schemes tend to be larger developments involving the construction of dams and 
artificial lochs, while run-of-river schemes are predominantly smaller and involve the 
diversion of water flows alongside rivers and larger streams.  Dams present difficulties 
for migratory fish and can create drawdown zones that may be ecologically sterile as 
well as of high visual impact.  Impoundments (such as dams, or weirs typically required 
for run of river schemes) can also affect the river geomorphology by altering the 
transport of riverbed materials, in-stream temperatures and humidity alongside the 
watercourse. In turn this can affect the habitats and species the river supports.  
 

47. Care is needed to ensure adequate flow rates in any affected watercourses, and that 
habitats and species in the surrounding area are not adversely affected2.  For example 
mosses and liverworts along the banks which rely on spray and humidity from the 
watercourse may be affected by changes in the flow regime.  Our guidance on 
Hydroelectric schemes and the natural heritage provides further detail. 

 
Offshore wind, wave and tidal 

 
48. Marine renewable technologies are discussed in more detail in Marine Renewables 

and the natural heritage.  We provide advice on the deployment of marine renewable 
energy to facilitate appropriate scale of development in the right locations – guided by 
Sectoral Plans and strong strategic environmental assessment. 
 

49. The potential for marine renewables around our coast is huge.  We are working closely 
with Marine Scotland and others to try and ensure that we develop marine renewables 
with the least impact on the natural heritage.  Our coasts and seas are home to some 
of the most important habitats and species we have in Scotland. 

 
Bioenergy 

 
50. The development of bioenergy presents both opportunities and threats for nature 

conservation.  Bioenergy is different from other renewables as the resource used for 
energy production (the ‘feedstock’) has to be produced.  The production of feedstocks 
can have significant effects on land use, due to the scale of land required.  They can 
also have an impact, positively or negatively, on landscape, biodiversity, soil and water 
resources.  The nature of the impacts will depend on the type of feedstock, 
management practices and previous land use as well as the scale and spatial 
distribution.   
 

51. A lack of sufficient domestic biomass in the UK is likely to increase biomass imports. 
This demand translates into an additional requirement for land overseas, with potential 
land use displacement effects, and impacts on global ecosystems.  Bioenergy is 
discussed in more detail in our policy statement Bioenergy and the natural heritage 
which includes guidance on some of the key issues described above.   

                                            
2
 The abstraction of water and the use of the water environment are currently regulated through the 

water Framework Directive and the Water Environment (Controlled Activities) (Scotland) regulations 
2011. 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2006/12/21162303/0
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2006/12/21162303/0
http://www.snh.gov.uk/planning-and-development/renewable-energy/onshore-wind/good-practice-during-windfarm-const/
http://www.snh.gov.uk/planning-and-development/renewable-energy/onshore-wind/good-practice-during-windfarm-const/
http://www.snh.gov.uk/planning-and-development/renewable-energy/hydro/
http://www.snh.gov.uk/policy-and-guidance/policy-documents/document/?category_code=Policy&topic_id=1091
http://www.snh.gov.uk/policy-and-guidance/policy-documents/document/?category_code=Policy&topic_id=1091
http://www.snh.gov.uk/planning-and-development/renewable-energy/bioenergy/
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52. Due to the implications for land use, it is important that biomass is used as effectively 

as possible.  We therefore support heat and combined heat and power applications in 
favour of those that generate only electricity, as the later waste significant amounts of 
energy.  Robust principles of sustainable forest management should be adhered to for 
feedstocks that are extracted from forests and woodlands.  

 
53. Our role in Bioenergy is relatively limited as most of the material comes from existing 

forms of land use rather than requiring in land use change.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Biomass boiler at the SNH office at Battleby 
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Renewable energy and the natural heritage 
 

Implementation Guidance 
 
This statement supersedes the Renewable Energy Policy Statement published in 2002 and 
maintains our strong support for renewable energy.  The following will frame our work in 
supporting renewable energy development: 
 

– we will work with Planning Authorities, Statutory Consultees, Scottish 
Government, developers, industry bodies and their consultants and advisers 
to understand and agree actions to support implementation of our approach to 
renewable energy development 

 
– when responding to consultations or undertaking any other policy 

development activity relating to renewable energy at Scottish, UK and EU 
level, we will use this statement as a reference in conjunction with the 
supporting energy policy statements.  We will also refer to any relevant JNCC 
policy statements 

 
– the statement will be used in conjunction with the Renewable Energy Service 

Level Statement and with the statements on particular renewable energy 
technologies as appropriate.  Advice and responses will be consistent with 
Scottish Planning Policy and guided by relevant technical guidance published 
by SNH 

 
– Our communications with the media and Government as well as any 

campaign or event concerned with renewable energy will be guided by the 
approach outlined in this statement 

 
– The guiding principles are set out in Energy and the natural heritage 

 

 

http://www.snh.gov.uk/planning-and-development/renewable-energy/our-approach-to-renewables/managing-applications/
http://www.snh.gov.uk/planning-and-development/renewable-energy/our-approach-to-renewables/managing-applications/
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Built-Environment/planning/Policy
http://www.snh.gov.uk/policy-and-guidance/policy-documents/document/?category_code=Policy&topic_id=1064
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